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PREFACE 


Bate sbeor bint story of the RIN uprising of 1948, given 
Heke hatha suriulon, by a group of victimised rat- 
dee who ad themselves participated in the heroic revolt. 

gh the manuscript had been ready as early as 1047, it 
could not so far see the light of day. Readers will no doubt 
feel happy thal it is coming out now. 

This story tells of innumerable men roused to action 
against the arrogant, oppressive behaviour of their British 
(as well as Brilish-trained Indian) ollicers who treated them 
with the utmost contempt. These men of the Navy, how- 
ever, were moved by something higher than resentment 
against the way in which their officers treated them; they 
were moved by the universally-felt anxiely of the Indian 
people to quickly and finally put an end to the British rule 
over their country. 

The uprising in the Navy wos an inseparable part of 
the glorious struggles which every section of the Indian 
people were then waging in order to force the British rulers 
to quit India—struggles such as the country-wide demon- 
stralions [or the release of the INA men; the “Quit Kashmir” 
movement led by the Kashmir National Conference; the 
struggle for responsible Government in Travancore which 
brought the great working class into heroic political action 

“at Punnapra und Vayelar; the anti-Razakar movement of 

the Telangana peasantry; the country-wide strike wave 
which gripped industry after industry and louched even 
sections of the Government services; innumerable struggles 
of the peasantry, the foremost of which wes the Tebhaga 
struggle of Bengal. . 

‘The RIN uprising had, therefore, & close resemblance 
te another memorable event— the Sepoy Mutiny of 1687. 
For, both the 1857 Mutiny es well as the 1946 uprising were 
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could not fly alone but had to fly together with the Congress 
and the Muslim League flags showed how the lendership of 
the bourgeoisie and landlords were still powerful among the 
mass of the common people. 

IL was this weakness of the anti-imperialist movement 
that the British rulers took maximum. advantage of. The 
moment the great wave of post-war struggles appeared on 
the scene, the shrewd and clever rulers of Brilain found 
that Jhey were in no position to do what they could do 89 
years ayo; they could not crush the uprising through the 
use of naked brute foree, but had to use clever manoeuvres 
designed to divide and di 

In this plan of dividiny and disrupling the antielm- 
perialist movement, the Brilish rulers got a willing ally in 
the bourgevis-landlord leaderships of the Indian Nationul 
Congress. They agreed to the most disgraceful terms offer 
ed by the British —lerms which no self-respecting Indian 
nationalist can accepl. They agreed to maintain untouched 
the large interests of the British capitalists over the 
factories, plantations, banks, foreign trade, ete. They alsa 
agreed lo keep a large number of British officers in strategic 
‘1s. Furthermore, they agreed to respect the rights and 
ileges of the 600 odd feudal rulers of the so-called 
“princely states”, as well as of the landed and other pro- 
perties of the big landlords. Ii was on the basis of these 
terms thal the Brilish ultimately agreed to Lransfer power. 

Their policy of negotiations and ultimate compromise 
with the Brilish rulers made it necessary for the leaders 
of the Congress and the Muslim League to see that the 
struggles of the common people are not allowed to develop 
into a country-wide mass revolutionary upsurge bul that 
each of these struggles should separately be ended as quickly 
as possible. How this was done in the case of the RIN 
uprising can be seen in the way in which Sardar Patel and 
Mahommed Ali Jinnah “advised” the RIN ratings to lay 
down their arms. Had it not been for this “advice” of the 
Congress and League leaders, the RIN uprising would have 
developed in a different direction; had it not been for this 
policy pursued by them in relation to every struggle that 
broke out in that period, we would have seen something 
different from the 1947 transfer of power, according to which 
the iron grip of the British rulers was allowed to continue. 
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indications that the proud Indian people were delermined 
lo throw the foreign rulers out of the country and to build 
up their own future in the way they liked. 

While the mutiny was the earliest large-scale effort of 
the Indian people for freeing the country of foreign rule, 
while therefore the foreign rulers could crush it in a com- 
paralively short time, the 1946 uprising was so powerful 
thet they could not even dream of such a thing; they 
therefore had lo resort lo other manoeuvres and stratagems. 

This they could do because of the basic wenkness of 
the anli-imperialist movement of the period of the Second 
World War and of the post-war years; though it had rallied 
all sections of the people, ils dominant leadership remained 
in the hands of the bourgeoisie and sections of the feudal 
classes. 

Jt is (rue that millions upon millions of the working 
people — industrial and agricultural workers, peasants, 
middle-class employees, handicraftsmen, small shopkeepers, 
ele. — joined the movement and showed the greatest amount 
of hervism, initiative and resourcefulness, Tt is also true 
that these working people built up their own organs of 
struggle in several places and that several of them were 
led by the Communist Parly and other revolutionary parties 
and groups. 


The fact, however, remains that the large mass of these 
working people were loyal to the political parties of the 
bourgeoisie and the landlords—the Indian National Congress 
and the Muslim League, ‘Thal was why when the RIN rat- 
ings decided to pull down the symbol of imperialist power 
from their ships and establishments, they replaced it not 
by (he flag of the working people alone,—the Red Flag 
with the hammer and sickle — bul a combination of three 
flogs, the Red Flag with the hammer and sickle, the Congress 
flag and the Muslim League flag. 


That the flag of the working people was proudly flying 
in the ships and establishments for the duration of the up- 
rising was an indication of the new social forces that were 
moving the thousands of men who had risen against the 
British rule. 

This fact. however, was nothing more than an Indica- 
ton of the direction in which the anti-lmperialist movement 
was moving. The facl that the flag of the working people 


But neither the people of India ner their brethren in 
Pakislan are prepared to tolerate this stale of affairs, A 
tremendous movement is developing, both in India as well 
as in Pakistan, against the policies of their ruling circles. 
Larger and larger masses in India and Pakistan are coming 
out in favour of a genuinely national, independent forelgn 
Policy, as well as for a genuinely democratic policy at home. 
This was clearly visible in the results of the 1951-52 General 
Elections in India as well as the recent elections in East 
Pakistan. 

The anti-imperialist masses in the two countries are 
demanding the withdrawal of India and Pakislan from the 
British Commonwealth, confiscation of all British capital 
and other measures calculated to wipe out all traces of 
British domination. They are also demanding the cancella- 
lion of the US-Pak Military Pact as well as such agreements 
entered into by India with the Uniled States as the Techni- 
cal Co-operation Agreement, as they infringe on our 
sovereignty. 

All those who carry on such a struggle for the real 
and genuine independence and sovereignty of Indla and 
Pakistan wil] take inspiration from the story of the heroic 
deeds of the RIN ratings given in this volume. 


September 23, 1954. E. M. S. Namboodiripad 


The story of the RIN uprising which is narrated In the 
present volume would therefore be seen a6 a story of hera- 
ism. iniliative and resourcefulness of the common people 
as well as of the shameful betrayal on the part of the 
bourgeois-landlord leaders of the anti-imperialist movement. 
Reading how the uprising developed from stage to slage, 
we bow our heads respectfully before the thousands of 
unknown ratings who pulled down the symbol of British 
authority and raised aloft in its place the banners of the 
Congress, the League and of the Communist Party; we also 
bow our heads in shame for the disgraceful act committed 
by the leaders of the two parties to whom those thousands 
of heroic soldiers had laoked for leadership in the historic 
struggle that they had then launched, 

The effect of this disgraceful action on the part of the 
Congress and League leaders can be seen todgy. For, 
though the British army of occupation has been withdrawn, 
the new national army commanded by Indian officers 19 
far from a really independent national army; ils organisa- 
lion, training and supplies are “co-ordinated with" (depen- 
dent upon) those of the Commonwealth. The conferences 
that are frequently being held between the officers of the 
Indian Army, Navy and Air Force, and their counterparts 
in the Commonwealth are the media through which British 
imperialism is allowed to have real control over our defence 
organisation. Such a dependence of the Indian armed forces 
on the armed forces of the British Commonwealth is a 
serious threat to the inlegrity of our country as a free 
and sovereign nation. For, however much India’s Prime 
Minister may claim that his foreign policy is “a policy of 
peace and non-alignment with any aggressive war bloc”, 
he cannot follow a really peaceful and independent foreign 
policy so long as the armed forces of the country are 
“co-ordinated with” those of the Commonwealth, many of 
whose members are members of such aggressive military 
organisations as the NATO and the proposed SEATO. 

Nor should it be forgotten that the ruling circles of 
Pakistan have gone a step further; from the joint India- 
Pakistan line of “co-ordinating” their defence organisation 
with that of the Commonwealth, they have gone forward 
lo joining the United States in her aggressive plans, such 
as the US-Pak Pact and the Manila talks with a view to the 
formation of the aggressive SEATO organisatlon. 


NOTE 


Tue manuscript of this book was submitted 
to us early ir, 1947, just a liltle more than a 
year after the RIN strike. For a number of 
reasons the book could not be published 
earlier, Except for a few minor editorial 
corrections, no allempt has been made to 
revise \he manuscript, 

— Publishers 
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INTRODUCTION 


“The ILN. episode has opened an altogether new 
chapter in the history of the armed forces of India”. 


— Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


THE now world-famous strike in the Indian Navy, in 
February, 1946, was thus characterised by Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru. Indeed it was a very true estimate, for the Naval 
strike marked a new stage in our freedom struggle. 

The RIN strike marked the end of the period when 
Indian servicemen could be used for the suppression of the 
Indian freedom struggle. 

The RIN slrike marked the beginning of a period when 
Indian servicemen would join hands more and more with 
the Indian people for the building of a free and happy India 

In 1946, the full story of those five historic days when 
the Naval ratings once and for all broke the barriers thal 
had isolated them from the people was not available. Today, 
many of the victimised ratings are back in their homes after 
serving their terms of imprisonment. They have a great 
story to tell of the courage, leadership, initiative and 
patriolisn of these gallant fighters. 

A study of that story enables us fully to understand 
the importance of the RIN strike in the history of our 
national movement. 

What was the polilical background to the great 
uprising? 

The end of Lhe war saw the world in a state of unrest, 
both political and economic. In India the political situation 
was most acute. Within two months of the end of the 
war, the first post-war battles of the Indian people against 
imperialism starled. The sufferings of six years of war, 
the pent-up hatred of 200 years. began lo find expression 
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racial prejudices of the men, their military traditlons, and 
by isolating them from the peo} 
__ Yet, as true sons of India these men have always 
wesponded in one way or other to the call of the freedum 
Slruggte. As early as 1857 the Sepoy Mutiny hed threatened 
the very existence of the British in India. The armed forces 
rose in those days because they had seen, and themselves 
fell, Lhe widespread hatred of their people for the firangees, 
They themselves had felt the insults and the shame of 
slavery. 

The British tided over the erisis by coming lo on under- 
standing with the feudal princes who led the Mutiny. The 
entire armed forces were reorganised. The Indian officers 
were removed and the Army was brought completely under 
British control, officered enlirely by Britishers. Seeds of 
disruption sown through racial conflicts and communal 
differences soon made the men entirely dependent on their 
white officers, For years they despaired of fighting for 
freedom. They had become a class apart. 

‘Then came the first World War. While (he political 
leadership in the country cooperated with the Government, 
terrorist groups prepared for armed uprisings and preached 
discontent among the Lroops. Pingley’s stories of those days 
are well known. Trouble broke out in various parts of the 
country. * 

But the first great blow was struck by (he Gahrwalls 
in 1930, That was the peak of the great Civil Disobedience 
Movement. The people were anxious lo pul an end lo the 
“salanic government” of the British. The Gahrwali sol- 
diers refused lo fire on their countrymen. It created a 
sensation. This again was a new chapter in the hislory of 
the armed forces, 

"The men in the forces realised (hat they were a part of 
their people, that they had a role to play in the liberation 
of their country -_ they played It, whenever an opportu- 

ity presented itself. 
is de the early yeors of World War II, 114 members of the 
2ist Indion Cavalry refused to go abroad Lo fight in a wor 
which they considered an imperialist war. Four of them 
were hanged and 110 imprisoned. In 1942, In the wake of 
the August struggle, many revolts broke out In the armed 
forces and were ruthlessly suppressed. Between March 
1942 and April 1945 there were nineteen muUnles In the 
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in an unprecedented freedom upsurge of the common people 
geeking lo break through the stranglehold of dying 
imperialism. : 

The Release INA Prisoners demonstrations of Novem- 
ber saw the heroism of the people on the streets of Calcutta, 
Then came February 1946. Once again all seclions of the 
people were out on the streets demanding the release uf 
Rashid Ali of the INA. Hard on the heels of these struggles 
and influenced by them came the slrikes in the RIAF. 

The RIN strike was the logiea) culmination of these 
mass struggles for freedom. By their death-defying action 
the Naval ratings opencd new avenues of struggle and 
crented an opportunity for the final assault on the tollering 
structure of imperialism. Indeed, it is no exaggeration 
to say that at thal lime the entire toundations of the feudal- 
imperialist structure inf ad been loosened, The strike 
spread lo the other arms of the Services. to the other limbs 
of the Government, like the police. The people rallied to 
(heir support. Alt that was needed then was for the leaders 
of the two main political organisations in the country, the 
Congress and the League. to head this mass upsurge and 
sweep away all the vestiges of British imperialism before it, 

But it was not to be. One year afler the slrike, it 
seemed as if the Naval strike had achieved nothing. The 
sufferings of the ratings continued. The Stievances against 
which they fought were nol redressed. The pledges made 
to them by the nation’s leaders at the time of the surrender 
were not fulfilled. The British stayed on in India and tried 
{o disrupt (he freedom upsurge by communal riots. ‘The: 
courageous though short-lived resistance of the Naval rat. 
ings which had sent a thrill of hope through the entire 


The lime has now come to measure the gaing 
to learn the lessons and go forward, ‘The story or tess 


Tew period of 


The first thing to understand is how such a strike 4 
the armed forces became possible. The tradition of) 
n battles of British 
imperialism. To our people they had always been 4 meree- 
nary force of occupation. The Brilish tried thelr best w"® 


culeate this spirit In the armed forees, by appealing Ck 
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the fray. They asked for the redressal of thelr grievances. 
But, significantly enough, they voiced the popular demands 
too, for the release of the INA prisoners and the withdrawal 
of troops frora Indonesta. 

Studied in this background, it becomes obvious that the 
RIN strike was nol a sudden outburst, It was the expres- 
sion of years of sufferings. Years of silent struggle found 
shape and form at tast, It ended in defeat but it showed 
a new way lo our people. For the first time the Isolation 
of the armed forces from the people was broken, and for all 
Ume to come. It hammered home to our people the need for 
unily among all sections, all castes, all ereeds and all na- 
tionalilies, as the pre-requisite for a successful battle for 
freedom. 

Our brave brothers in the Navy wrote with their blood 
a new chapler in the history of our freedom struggle, No- 
thing can wipe out the memory of those five historie days 
which shook the very foundations of imperial rule. 

As we pay our homage lo the martyrs of February 1046 
we can only reecho the last message of the Naval Central 
Strike Commitlee to the people of India: 


“Our strike has been a historic event in the lje of 
our nation, For the first time the blood of men in the 
services and the men in the streets flowed together in 
@ common cause, 

“We in the services, will never forget this. We know 

\ also that you, our brothers and sisters, will not forget 


March, 1947 


- Bastions 
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RIN alone. They related to grievances regarding inade- 
quate pay, bad food, uncomfortable accommodatlon, 
menial duties and racial discrimination, In 1944, nearly 
400 sepoys of the 194 Indian Railway Maintenance Com- 
pany revolted against unjust punishments. These siruggles 
were carefully hidden from the public and drowned in 
blood. These various struggles made their contribution lo 
the great RIN uprising. 

There were other factors as well. The expansion dur- 
ing the war had brought many different and new elements 
info Une Navy. Their links with the people were closer. They 
came from atl over India—{rom the Punjab, Bengal and the 
South, Hindus and Muslims. Among them were workers, 
peasants and a sizeable proportion of lads from the lower 
middle class. 

Daring, adventurous young men. they took a leading 
parl in clearing the seas of the fascist pirates. They were 
the boys who Lrounced the Matian fleet off the African coast 
in the early days of the war. They were mainly responsible 
for the nedge-hopping operations along the Arakan coast 
in 1945 that led Lo the early caplure of Rangoon. They were 
proud of India, proud of themselves, self-respecting monly 
youngsters. 

‘Their experiences abroad taught them two very import 
ant lessons. They had fought the Germans, the Italians and 
the Japs shoulder to shoulder with the men of the greatest 
European powers. Their heroism and gallantry had won 
them the praise of the world and the fear of the enemy. It 
had increased their self-confidence, They realised that they 
were as good as any. 

What was more, they had seen with thelr own eyes the 
freedom struggle of the peoples of the countries they had 
helped to liberate from the fasclsts, They had geen it in 
Maly, Greece, Burma, Malaya, Indo-China, Indonesie: 
everywhere it was the same. . 

For years they hud been treated like dirt; they hag 
suffered insults and hardships. But now things were differ. 
ent. They had become polilically conscious. ‘hele life hed 
become impossible. Now they were new men. They knew 
how to fight and what to fight for. They had come back to 
India, a new India fighting for freedom. They caw how the 
people rallied behind the INA, how they reflected thelr owe 
bitler, pent-up hatred of years. So they too plunged Into 


Chapter One 


THE STORM BURSTS 


HMIS Talwar, at Boinbay, was the Signal Training Esta- 
blishment of the Royal Indian Navy. It had a complement 
of about 1,500 oflicers and men, including 700 communica- 
lion ratings under training: and J00 ratings of the “draft 
reserve" awaiting demobilisation. Known as the second 
biggest signal training establishment in the Brilish Empire, 
the Talwar bad atways been commanded by British officers, 

As in most unils in the Indian armed Forces, life in the 
Talwar had been far from comfortable. Everyone was 
generally disgusted with things. The officers illtrealed the 
men, called them names. Welfare was generally neglected. 
The food was bad, The ratings awaiting demobilisation had 
to wail unnecessarily long for disbursement of their pay. 

There had been a change in the command of the unit 
recently. Lt, Commander Cole, the oulgoing commanding 
officer (CO) had been a comparatively liberal officer. The 
ratings felt that he had been removed by the Flag Officer 
Bombay (FOB), Rear-Admiral Raltray, just because he 
had been somewhat sympathelic towards the men. They 
recalled how Lt. Commander Cole had refused to take any 
action against R. K, Singh who had wrillen ‘Jai Hind” and 
“Quit India” on the walls of the Talwar. 

In his place, Commander King took over on January 
21, It did not take him long to make himself thoroughly 
unpopular. For some alleged offence he punished twp men 
without giving them a fair trial. 

Once again anti-Brilish slogans began to appear on the 
walls of the establishment, Leading Telegraphist B. C. Dutt 
was arrested on February 2 for chalking up political slo- 
gans. This enraged the ralings. 
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the heads of many efficient Indian ratings. Yet they went to 
bim with their complaint-about the bad food. But he showed 
neilher sympathy nor concern, He snarled: 

"Begyars can’t be choosers!” 

__ This was ton much. The boys were bewildered. They 
did not know what to do. They could no longer swallow 
insult afler insult. Something had lo done, But what? 

Some in despair said, “There is nothing we can do to 
get out of this mess. We will give up taking food and die 
of vation. Thal seems the only way we can get out of 
this humiliating position.” 

And they went on hunger strike, The authorities how- 
ever knew nothing of this. : 


February 18. Food was bad again. The dal was worse 
than the previous day’s. It had been badly cooked, there 
was no salt in it, it had not even been boiled properly. 
Everyone walked out of the mess in silent protest, 

At 8:30 a.m. the daily morning inspection for divisions 
(parade) was piped. But not a soul, except a few Chief 
Petty Officers and Pelty Officers (urned up on parade. 

‘AL the Remole Control Office, the most important 
branch of the RIN for its day-to-day administration, the 
ralings came in for their usual morning class. Then they 
heard of the strike of the CCO ratings. They too walked out 
and there was no one on parade al 9:30 a.m. 

The strike at the Talwar was now complete. 

The CO and the other British officers were taken by 
surprise. Most of Lhe Indian officers and the CPOs and POs 
adopted an attitude of neutrality, For the next two hours 
nothing happened. The ratings remeined peaceful. They 
sat together in groups discussing the major step thet they 
had suddenly and spontaneously taken, What next? 

‘At about 11 a.m. two Indian Officers, Lt. Kolhi and 
Lt. Nanda, came and asked them to formulate their-grie~ 
vances. Now, both these officers were rather unpopular 
with the ratings because, though they were Indians, like 
many of their colleagues, they thought it beneath thelr 
dignity to mix with the ordinary ratings and get to know 


\hem better. x 
In their angry mood the ratings were not prepared 10 
talk lg these officers. They refused to say anything. 
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On February @ and 7, someone chalked the words “Quit 
India” on Commander King’s car and deflated the tyres. 
The culprits could not be traced. 

On February 8, an incident occurred which caused great 
excitement. The first parade for the Central Communica- 
“ons Office (CCO) ratings was at 9:15 a.m. While they were 
busy dressing in their barracks, the CO suddenly walked 
in and shouted: 

“Get up, you sons of cooties; you sons of Indian bitches,” 

In surprise the boys turned round. The officer kep! on 
shouting. Unmentionable filth poured out of his mouth. 

‘The CO departed, as he had come, in a storm of rage, 
It is probably true that the boys had failed to come to 
allention and salute him as he had entered the room. But 
then they were too busy gelling: ready for their parade, 

They decided not (o bear these insults quietly any 
longer, But what were they to do? They could not complain 

to regulations in the Navy they were 
p joint “requests” 
morning fourteen ratinus individually 
Commander King’s lan- 
ints were heard by Lt. Commander Snow, 
and referred to the CO on February 10. 

This oficer sensed the deep discontent of the men and 
sent a persanal and confidential letter to Commander King 
asking him to deal with the 

Seven days passed. Noth} 
even bother to heed his brother officer's advice. He deferred 
the hearing till Saturday, 


___ This was considered to bea threat 
ings, and there was widespread disconts 


day was a Pelty Officer of the 
pular with the ralings because he had her pr 


THE STORM BURSTS ll 


By the evening the news of the strike in HMIS Talwar 
had spread all over India. The AIR news bulletins had 
broadcast the story. All the ships in Bombay harbour and 
the shore establishments had also heard that their comrades 
in the Tatwar were fighting for their legitimate rights. 

There was excitement everywhere. At Castle Barracks, 
al Fort Barracks and other shore establishments the ratings 
gathered in small groups and discussed the situation. It was 
something new, something unheard of. Yes, there had been 
strikes Lefore bul this seemed different, this seemed to be 
the beginning of a real big battle. The humiliation, the 
discrimination, the suffering must be put an end lo for all 
lime. ‘The people of the country would help them. They 
would be free. Something had to be done to support the 
Talwar ratings. But what? 

Sceret meetings. Conferences of leading ratings. Long 
discussions. Arguments and counler-arguments. That was 
what it was like the whole night. Nobody could sleep. 
Tomorrow they too would join the battle. They too would 
come oul on sirike. They too would refuse to bear the in- 
sulls and sufferings. 

‘A similar situation developed in the ships that night 
There were some sixty naval ships in Bombay harbour. 
As the ratings went back from ‘liberty’ ashore they took 
back with them the news of the strike at the Talwar. 

Here is what happened on HMIS Gondwana. “Talwar on 
slrike” said someone. From the cabins men poured oul into 
the corridors. Anxious faces asked (he same question over 
and over again, 

“Patwar on strike?” he 

“Yes, All the ratings are on hunger strike! 

‘A few murmurs. A hum of voices. And all aduelly 
dispersed. On their bunks sat and wondered. Every- 
one was silent for some time. 

‘A young voice suddenly broke the silence. i 

“Well, what about us? ‘Whol are we going to do? 

‘Another said, “Ham bhi hortal karenge. Hamare sath 
jis tarah ka sulock kiya jate ha uske badla Tene ka y 


hai.” * 
oo One of Lhe senior ratings impatiently Interrupted him. 


to evenge 
© We 100 shall go on strike. This le the only way 
curssives for the treatment mated out to un’ 
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‘The first peace feeler having foiled, the Flag Officer, 
Bombay, Rear-Admirel Rattray, came to the Talwar, 

It was midday, He had with him Capt. Inigo-Jones. 
He asked the ratings to go back to work since he had come 
to listen to their grievances. He also promised that Com- 
mander King would be removed and replaced by Capt. 
Inlgo-Jones, 

The ratings were furious. They recalled the past actlv- 
itles of Inigo-Jones. This was (he man who had ruthlessly 
suppressed a similar strike at the M. T, Barracks, Bombay, 
In 1944, All together they shouted: 

“We do not want Jones. Give us’ Kolhi of Shaw or any 
Indian officer.” 

The FOB was surprised, His plan had failed. He gave 
lame excuses about Kolhi and Shaw not being available ot 
the moment. Finally, in sheer exasperation, he said that he 
coutd nol listen to their demands and that they had become 
indisciplined. 

Tn the meantime. the strike of the NCO ratings caused 
a considerasle amount of dislecalion. The authorities had 
brought in some RN ralinys frum HMS Bragance but they 
had failed to tackle the 

‘This seemed lo knock some sense into Rallray's head. 
He promised the ratinys that he would listen to their 
grievances if they would send twelve representatives lo him. 
Then he appealed lo ten to allow the RCO ralings to get 
back to work. 

The ratings however refused to listen to this appeal 
Nobody was gomg to work until their grievances were re- 
dressed, Aboul sending representatives, they were doublful 
and suspicious. It seemed lo be a trap. They replied: 

“If we send twelve representatives to you, 
punish them as you did before. We are not P aniata 
ane anybody to y08 we yanla national Ieader, either 

mm the Congress, the Muslim League 
Parly to negotiate between us” Bie oes thg oman s 
low this, to Raliray, seemed an impossibl 
He however promised that the representative ralinge mould 
not be punished. He gave his word of honour saying there 


was no point In bringing In oulsiders 
which was, alter all, their own affair. yee er 
The ratings agreed. 
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HMIS Punjab. Here the reaction was quick. It was in 
the afternoon thal they heard of the strike. The evening 
Papers published some of the demands of the rallngs. This 
seemed a good basis to proceed on. They decided to call a 
meeting of the leading ratings of atl the branches on the 
ship. 

AU 10 p.m, fifteen ratings met to discuss the situation. 

‘The atmosphere was solemn and grave. The demands 
put forward by the Talwar ratings were thoroughly discus- 
Sed. Everyone agreed that these were the basic demands 
of all members of the RIN, It was decided that they too 
would go on strike from Lhe next morning on the basis of 
these demands, Two representatives were immediately clec- 
Led to place the demands before their Captain and to inform 
him about the strike. That was to be the first action the 
next morning. 

‘The programme for the nex! day was then discussed in 
detail. 11 was decided that afler informing the authorities 
thal they were on strike they would pull down the While 
Ensign and hoist the flags of the three main Indian political 
parlies, Representatives were allotted the job of preparing 
the different flags from signal flags. 

The next step would be lo leave their ship and go to 
the neighbouring ships and request them to join the strike, 

Even the slogans were chosen: “Inquilab Zindabad”, 
“Fulfil the demands”, “Release I.N.A. prisoners’ jai Hind” 
and so on. 

The mecting lasted an hour. . 

The leading ratings now went round the ship and In- 
formed all the others about the decision. Everyone pro- 
mised to join in, They spent the night discussing their 
plans, All anxiously wailed for the dawn. - 


The news of the strike spread to RIN ships abroad 100. 
HMIS ‘Baroda ‘was at Colombo. A communications rating 
accidentally heard the news from the BBC on his wireless 
telegraphy set. ite eames eee 

He spread the news. From lip lo lip il passed. 
was great excitement throughout the night. Finally, int te 
early hours of the morning, they too made their pli 
joii nat battle. . 
on er the storm burst. Years of sleot eulterine -— 
simmering unrest found shape and form el last 
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“How can wa decide lo go on strike without knowing 
why our comrades on the Talwar have taken such a step? 
First we must find out why they have gone on strike. Only 
(then can we decide anything.” 

There was a pause, The same speaker continued: “Do 
you think it is easy to go on strike, without making any 
preparations? If we are going to decide 10 go on a sympa- 
thetic strike with our brothers in the ‘Taltear. the first. thing 
to do is to lalk to everyone on the ship and prepare him 
for the worst. Only if we can do that successfully can we 
decide lo go on strike.” 

The young rating was furious, They were all afrald 
to raise their voiees, lest the ofticers happened to hear them. 
So he spoke in a hoarse impatient whisper. His voice shook 
with emotion, 

‘Kya tum samajle ho ki ham hartal ke tiye tayyar 
hain? Kya ab bhi tumhara khyal hai ki hartal ke Hye 
larne wate longon ko samjhane ki zaroorat hai? Agar tum 
aisa samajhte ho to tumhara khyal galath hai 

He paused for a momenl. There was silence every- 
where. Ina choked voice, rarlually rising with emotion he 
continued: 

“Rozana akhbar kholte-hi ekhi bat sarzne ati hai— 
Bambai men goli chali! Kalkatte men goli chati! Aj tak ts 
safed chamdi walon ne ham par zoolum iciya. Ab ham inhen 
dikha denge ki Hindusthani apne hachchon ke badia tena 
janta hai.” + 

Everyone was considerably moved by these words, The 
senior ratings assured him that there was no question of not 
coming out to help their brothers. It was only a question 
of preparations. They must be so prepared that if lhey had 
to lay down their lives in Irying to save their brothers they 
should not flinch. i 

Nothing was decided that night, Nobody slept. In 
every bunk there was a sleepless rating puzzling oul how 
he could best help the Talwar boys; how best he could 
avenge the years of suffering. 
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scemed Lo talk tirelessly, with a new eagerness, because, for 
the first time, they were lalking nol about what they were 
ordered lo do, bul about what they would do on thew own, 
OF as a result of their own democratic discussion. 

A few oflicers passed round. They wanted to make 
their presence felt. Nobody took any nolice. No silence 


loday; nor springing to altention, No, they were busy dis. 
cussing and deciding. 


Inevitably the conversation strayed to one topie—the 
tyranny of the officers and discrimination, Each recalled 
his personal experiences of humiliations suffered, They 


recalled the names of the while officers who had unjustly 
Punished them, called them "black bastards”, “sons of 
coolies", “sons of bitches". “junglies" and so on. 

They made lists of the most tyrannical officers who 
needed to he taught a lesson. Then they differed and 
argued again. Voices were raised and tempers frayed, Then 
they laughed again, Patled each other on the back and 
said: 

“Alright, whatever it might be, there is to be no sur- 
render this time. We must see the end of all this tyranny, 
we must drive these while officers out.” 

Suddenly Lt. Commander Khan appeared on the Scene. 
He looked for a moment al the men scattered in litle 
groups, lalking away for all they were worth, He looked 
on amazed for a few seconds. Ferret ange ‘This had to be 

|. He must tackle it carefully. 

err pulled himself up and walked over to one of the 
groups, ‘The conversation stopped. The ralings looked up 
at the officer. He started talking immediately and the boys 
i juielly. 

bare can come," he said, “and tell me all your aifeul- 
ties personally. You need nol even bother about Proper 
channels’, And what Is the use-of this? Go back to aes 

Tt cut no ice. ‘The ratings shouted all togeth we 
have heard that before! We have been complaining to y 

wer sh joi ice and you haven't cared a 
ever since we joined the service and you a 
damn about it! Now Il is too lale! We don’ 't want node 
any longer! We shall Improve our lot with our own 
in our own way!” had nothing to sy. 

inst this lorrent of words Khan : 
He inaw that the game was up. QuieUy he walked away. 


Chapter Two 
THE OPENING BATTLES 


BoMoay. February 19. 1 was D-day. By the morning 
nearly all the eleven shore establishments in Bombay and 
its suburbs and some sixty ships in the harbour were on 
strike. Nearly 20,000 naval ratings were involved. 


Fort Barracks. Ay usual, at 5:30 a.m, the bugle sounded 
but not a soul slirred. Everyone inside the huge buildings 
heard it, but today these J50 souls were determined to defy 
the auth lt was the beginning of their baltle to 
avenge all insulls 

After some time the ratings got up. Already some of 
them were busy discussing their plans for the day. In 
small groups they argued. Others ran about looking for 
the morning papers. 

“What do the papers say? Has the strike spread every- 
where? What is the news from the Talwar?” 

With these questions (hey crowder round the papers, 
reading the headlines, from behind one another’s shoulders. 

The Officer of the Day smelt trouble. He was alrald to 
go and see what the matter was. He promptly rang up the 
Executive Officer, Lt, Commander Khan, and informed him 
of “indiscipline at Fort Barracks”. 

At 6:90 the bugle was sounded again. Normally Lhis 
was the time for the ratings to fall in on the quarler-deck 
for “cleanship" duty, But today the ratings laughed 
aloud, Nobody touched the brooms. They did not bolher 
to make their beds. No. They were too busy discussing 
what they should do. 

Arguments. Heated discussions. Should they loo go 
on hunger strike? Why not lake food outside? Words, 
words, words poured out in an unceasing stream. They 


THE OPENING BATTLES NV 


_ The men list silence. They nodded their heada 
in approval. ‘They did not ask who had given him permis- 
5 ‘peak, who had appointed him their spokesmal 
'. For (hey were all leaders and everyone had 
a right to speak. ‘This was the first time that they could 
speak their minds, 7 
As the sy Ser continued a rating brought a Plate of 

mn it lo the speaker. He paused to look al, it and 


contin: 


seen one of our brothers bringing in the 
been prepared for our breakfast. It’s just what 
been eating ever since we joined the service—foul- 
smelling, half-cooked and full of stones and husks. 

“Now we must put an end to this. Now is the lime to 
follow our brothers in the Talwar and refuse lo lake this 
food.” 

The ratings cheered loudly. 

“Now, al this very moment. let us declare to the autho- 
rities that we too are going on hunger-strike. Afler this 
meeting let us form a procession and go to the Takvar to 
tell them thal we too have joined the battle.” 

The meeting broke up. “To the Talwar.” they shouted 
as they wenl round the barracks, getting everyone together. 
Within a few minutes every one of the 3,000 ralings had 
joined the procession. 

They marched towards the gates shouting slogans. Their 
young voices rent the air. “Inquilab Zindabad", “Hindu- 
Muslim Ek Ho", echoed and re-echoed. The slogans of the 
people had at last been taken over by the men in the Forces. 

Commander Streatfield James, the CO of Castle Bar- 
racks, was just enlering the establishment. He crept past 
the threatening crowd that thronged the gales. There was 
revenge in the eyes of the ratings and terror in his. es 

At the gate the sentries removed thelr belts and joined 
the procession as it marched out into the street. 

As they reached the main streel some ratings ran ahead 
and bought Congress and Zengue ie: Placing them al 

ad of the procession they marc! ‘on, 
oe one people Tooked on with wonder, Men gathered on 
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“The fellow thinks he is very clever. He thoughl he could 
deceive us! Oh, no! It is loo late. Poor fellow he doesn’t 
realise that he is alone and we are so many. z 

We are so many. That was the prevailing thought in 
thelr minds.’ And they decided to go and join their many 
friends. Nobody could say from where the suggestion first 
came bul it caught on and it was decided that they would 
go cut for breakfast. After breakfast ‘they would hold a 
meeting lo discuss their course of action. 

So out they went right into the streets. They entered 
the various restaurants. ‘They were in a holiday mood, like 
schoolchildren set free for the first Gime from their strict 
teachers. 


At Castie Barracks too everyone gol up carly. They 
were anxiously wailing for the morning newspapers. At 
G the paper came. They gathered sound i silence ag one 
read the headlines aloud: 

“Indian Naval Men in City on unger Strike’ 
sulling Behavivur of the CO Infuriates Ratings” 
thoritics Get @anicky” .. 
India Unils «nd Abroad Disiocated" -,.. and so on, 

By this time all the ratings gathered in the vpen. ‘They 
cheered Jnudly. Tn loud tones they discussed what they 
should do. 

“Let us go on hunger strike too." someone suggested. 

“No. We shal} ga to the Talwar first. There we shall 
decide what we should do.” 

Proposal after proposal: Argaments and counter-arygu- 
ments. 

One rating suddenly mounted the trunk of a tree in 
the drill shed and began to address the ratings, His frst 
few words were lost in the general hubbub. Gradually hia 
volce began reaching the ears of the ratings. Soon some 
300 gathered round. In o corner, here and there, little 
eroupy continued anaes . 

“Just now we have read the news,” the 
saying, “that our brothers in the Talwar aba gone 
hunger-strike. Their CO has called them ‘sons of IndJan 
bitches’, ‘zona of coolies', This Js not the first time in our 
lives that we have heard such things. Each one of us 
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responded promptly to the appeal of the ratings. British 
shop-owners, however, contemptuously ignored thelr re- 
quest. This angered the boys, In fury they rushed {o the 
shop-windows and smashed them, breaking up everything. 

For a time some of the ratings fell inlo the grip of racial 
fury. The burning hatred, born of years of humilialion, 
now got the belter of them. Everyihing foreign became 
hateful to them, every symbol of foreign domination had 
to be altacked. 

Tn Gout oi the 1 ales Information Library they 
hauled down the US fhyr and set fire (0 il. A mail van with 
the royal instynia stood on the roadside. Some of the ral 
ings jumped on ‘op of Hf, threw vut the mail and set it on 
fire, A few Europeans x ttacked and seriously injured. 

They reached (he ar al about 11:45 a.m, The Tale 
war had become a very busy place. Ratings were pouring 
in (rom evorywhere. As they entered they heard someone 
speaking throuwzh a loudspeaker, 

“AM ratings are requested lo march straight to the 
parade ground, All civilians are asked lo remain calm and 
wait oulside, They must not try to come inside. 

The civilians obeyed. The ratings marched in. It was 
one mass of humanily, Men Irom all the establishments 
were there. The ratings from the ships had also coma. 
They mixed and gathered logether, each anxious to know 
the other's story. ; 

At one place a rating from the Punjab was telling the 
story of their activities since the morning. _ 

“At six we gol up with the usual morning bells, We 
had planned everything last night. At 6:30 the fall-in was 
not sounded. The rating who was to sound the bugle had 
joined the strike.” 

The audience laughed. 

“Then what happened?” 

“We all gathered on our mess decks and discussed the 
next move. Naw the officers came and ordered us to fall in. 
Two of our representatives boldly stepped out and told the 
First Lieutenant that we were all on strike. 

"The officer did not know whal to say. You should 
have seen his face. He quietly walked away. Of course 
he promplly went and reporled the matter to the Captain. 

“At about 6 a.m. we started our first action. The hated 
British flag had to,be removed. All the ratings gathered 
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{he pavements, women looked down from the windows, 
children stopped playing to stare wilh amazement. The 
Navy boys were marching in a procession with the Coa- 
gress and League flags, shouting slogans. 

“Congress-League Ek Ho!”, “Inquilab Zindabad! 

Hundreds of civilians spontaneously joined the proccs- 
sion, shouting slogans. 

The procession made ils way towards Fort Barracks. 
Some of the ratings had commandeered the unit trucks and 
were driving them at the head of the procession. They too 


e trucks. 
, he Ci 


ratings loo denéed 
bresklast wes 


A few more 

Now they heace b 
white police serge: procession, All 
pounced on hin, $ rnd blue. His re 
volver was snatched away. He barely eszaped with his life, 

So they marched on, with their bianers flying and 
shouting themselves hoa All along the rvad the people 
lined the streets and gazed with wonder al this grand 
spectacle of marching men. More and more joined the 
procession. 

On Hormby Road * the ratings requested all to close 
their shops and support the struggle of the RIN ratings. The 
Indian shopkeepers promptly closed. Some were frlght- 
ended, some wanted to join the procession, but they all 


‘= Hornby Road : Now, Dadabhal Naoroji Road, main Uiorough- 
fare in Bombay's Fort i 
fore in Bombay's Fort, < of forelgn ‘and Indian big 


a 
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ig 
Without waiting 


and des “cl it. 


me more ratings had arrived. Their numbers 
‘ed to same 10.008. Discussions in groups were 
SUIl continuing, Everywhere there was the atmosphere of 
a big festival 

AL about 12:30 p.m. 
round. One of the leaders 
spake. 

Me narrated all the events that had led up to the strike 
und the raungs listened quietly. He told them that the FOB 
had wanted to meet their representatives. So they had 
elected fourleca men who were authorised lo place thelr 
domands before the FOB. He suggested that they shouid 
all elvet one representative from each ship of establishment 
to form a Central Strike Commillee. IL was agreed at the 
mecting that Castle Barracks should be allowed to send two 
representatives as their complement of men was far abuve 
the average. 

Another strike leader from the Talwar then. addressed 
the gathering. 

“When we starled the strike,” he said, “we never 
thought that we would get such enthusiastic support from 
all our fellow ratings. We have received news that practi- 
cally all the ratings of the Royal Indian Navy have Joined 
in our struggle. We are all proud of our unity. 

“I have just been told that when you were coming here 
in a procession some of you behaved very badly. I do not 
blame you for that. I know how we have suffered insulls 
‘nd humiliations. I know today it is a bit difficult for us 
to control our feelings. But we must nol forget that our 
fight is a non-violent one. 

” “J request you to remain disciplined, lo carry on your 
hunger-strike end not to give in till our demands are met. 
These are the demands we propase to place before the au- 
thorities today: 


1, Release all political prisonere including those of. the 
INA; 


meeting was called. All gathered 
of the Talwar Strike Committee 
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on the quarter-deck. One of us pulled down the flag, the 
were drawn up in lines as on parade, They cheered 
loudly, but nobody broke ranks. There was perfect die- 
cipline 
“Then the three flags went up, the Congress flag, ‘the 
League Mag and the Red flag. Everyone came to attention 
as this rating saluted the thigs. Then there was a deafening 
roar of Snquilab Zindabad!” The ollicers looked on.” 
Ilis audionee cheered (on, ‘They nudged each other and 
Miration, 
t the flags?” someone asked. 
mple. We made them last night out 


6 flag hoisting ceremony 
aver i the other 


was over, we 
lying in the 


shins too were 
> railional fags. 

at the break- 
1, Mahratte, 


water. 
Teer, Dhanans! 
What were 

“Nothing. 
As we wet em 
iried 10 stop us. he 1 
removed. After that there was no dificw 

“Whal about the other ships lying at snchor?” 

“Don't be impatient, brother. I was comin that. We 
sent men in boats to some of those ships and also sent mes- 
sages from the Deck Signal Station, In this way the White 

nsign was removed from the Narbadu, H 
Clive, Lawrence and others. nee APE, 
“Gradually they started coming ashore. By ten 
. we 
were nearly 3,000 strong. Now we marched oul through the 


slogans. Near the Bombay Electric Si anspoi 
Office we were given a League Flag. ‘Sie ‘ime inter we 
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large number of ratings were yet concentrated there. 
Standing in groups in the veranda of the barracks or elt 
ling in the open, they were busy discussing excitedly, 

At one corner coult be seen a rating slanding on a table 
and addressiny; a small crowd, most of whom were busy dls- 
cussing instead of listening lo the speaker, 

By this time the sentvies had been removed and a few 
civilians had also crept in and added to the confusion that 
seemed to prevail. 

‘The journalis's went round from group to group to find 
out what they were tall aboul. They had expected to 
hear complaints about food and other amenilies; instead, 
lo their surprise, all they heard were expressions of antl- 
British sentiment ¢ officer passing by was sufficient 


the lang 


! + had learnt from their officers, language 

which Commander King would have characterised as in the 

“normal n. manner”. 

ers were busy negotiating terms of surrender. 

not fail to overhear the contemptuous terms that 
ve flung at them but did not dare to stop near any such 

feoup. 

As the journalisis walked round the establishment they 
saw the words “Jai Hind" chalked up everywhere in bold 
capitals. It was indecd the expression of the seething dls- 
content among the ratings. 

‘At about lwo in the afternoon some more ratings arrived 
at the Talwar. These new arrivals created somewhat of & 
sensalion. Wilhin a few minutes a procession was planned 
and once more, with Congress, League and Red flags, the 
ratings marched out of the Talwar. This time the procession 
was orderly and disciplined. . 

‘Once more the streets rang with revolutionary slogans. 
The people gathered at street corners and greeted this body 
of disciplined men_as they marched past, as only men af 
India’s navy can. Going along the Colaba Causeway, they 
came to Flora Fountain, the centre of Bombay's business 
quarter, and returned to the Talwar along Back Bay. 

In the meantime, the members of the Talwar Strike 
Committee had returned from their meetings with the 
national leaders and some officers, Some ralnge who had 
been roaming round the city hed,elso gathered there and 
a meeting started at about three, The members af the 
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Take action against Commander King, CO of the Tal- 

war, for using insulling languoge against the ratings; 

3. Speedy demobilisation and provision for resettlement 
in peace-time employment; 

4. Same scale of pay. allowances, cle, as those of RN 
ratings; 

5. Access to NAAFI canteens; 

6. Belter food: 

7. No return of clothing kit at the time of relea 

ronps from Indonesia 


v 


4, and 


3. Withe 


i of Ineli: 


¢ demamis were announced ia the midst of wild 
cr then continued to explain hese demands 
to the ratings not to take up arms, He also 
. had approached Mrs. Aruna Asaf Ali 
ce"and thal she had promised to 
¢ afternoon, Ue asked them to 
suster in thousands at that meeting, 
“frase spontaneously to. 


After hin, rating, 
speak his heart and 
mands by qnoting in: 
bad feod, matey 

TL was past on 

Most of 1h 
barracks. Sot. 
about in small 9 
the day’s events, 

Some trucks were sent out by the sirike leaders to vari- 
ous parts of the city, to see that fs on (he streets 
remained calm. They carried the three Nags with them 
and addressed small groups of citizens throughout the 
afternoon. They told them of their (roubles, their suffer- 
ings. and appealed for their help in their struggle for a 
better existence. 

At about 1:30 p.m. some journalists tried to enter the 
Talwar. The sentries al the main gate refused to let them 
enter. A rating on the street took them round to the Royel 
Gale, which was now called the Azad Gate. Here some 
ratings were silting on the wall. They discussed among 
themselves and agreed to let the journalists see things for 
themselves. A ladder was let down and the journalists were 
allowed to climb Into the Talwar. 

Inside the Talwar they alill found great excitement. A 


ta close, 

their ships or 
Tehuer and went 
riences of 


whe, Served tot ec 

Hangs new wet h 
ines 

ain 
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removal of Captain Inigo-Jones, the new CO of the Talwar, 
who had replaced Commander King. 

Rattray looked al the list of demands. He had nothing 
lo offer. He was only playing for time. He promised to 
refer the matter lo Naval Headquarters and inform them 
of the results, Quietly he went back. 

Bal Ai Asaf Ali had not arrived, The ratings 
were getty more and more impatient. They were tired of 
listening over and over again (a the same words, the same 
ideas, (he repetition of the same stories of turture, suffer 
ing, insu. They wanted to hear what (he national leaders 
had to say. 

‘They began to grunitile and shout at their own strike 
leaders who had promised w bring Aruna Asaf Ali, They 
demanded planation. Finally, shortly afler four. 
it was veperted that ilys, Asaf Ali could not come. It put 
an end (1 the grumbling, but there was great, disappoint- 
ment 

They, however, decided to continue their own meeting 
and disenss the situation as it stood at the end of the day. 
A member of the Talwar Strike Committee was called upon 
lo make a report, 

. “The position is this,” he said, “we have received a 
communication from the FOB, He agrees to accept the de- 
mands of the Talwar ratings only as far as better food is 
concerned, As for the rest of the demands. he was not pre- 
pared to consider them. The question of the other ships 
and establishments have also been completely ignored by 
the FOB, ; 

“We ratings of the Talwar have decided to reject these 
proposals. We are going to carry on the fight till all the 
demands of all the ships and establishments are granted. 
But, remember, we must fight non-violently.” | 

‘When the meeting was over the ratings gradually dis- 
persed to their own ships and eslablishments. Some still 
lingered on to talk Lo the journalists. They were anxious 
to know what the people oulside were saying. A rating 
walked to them with a copy of the Evening News. AU 
pored over il. “Ratings Run Amok’—they read the head- 
line. They were furious Indignant protests came from 
every corner. They wanted an explanation from the jour- 


meth pressmen were taken by surprise.. They did not 
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Strike Committee reported their activities. More ratings 
began (o pour in for the meeting at which Mra. Aruna Asaf 
Ali was expected to speak. About this time the procession 
also returned, 

So the meeting began in right earnest. Speaker after 
speaker came up to address the gathering, One of the 
lenders stated that negotiations had begun and it was re- 
ported that FOB Rattray had been persuaded to give them 
a xvmpathelic hearing. He said thal their demand for good 
fod was the most essential. Going on to describe the food 
they hal been gelling he made certain concrete demands. 
Tie ended his speech with a vague atlempt to link up the 

strike with the freedom struggle and with a protest 
‘ost the irsults to Incian ratings. His last words were: 


vkers whe followed him, rank-and-file ratings, 
as they who truly expressed the 
oken in their 


every cul! 
tic sentircent: 
leades 
fear. Even they could not 
the botterness, the pas: 
that they were handling. 
the ratings bad found ther 

The men anxiousiy waiter! for Mrs. f i, ‘Shey 
knew that they bad the sapport of the people but thay 


of the or wemendor 


on with 


read with eagerness their speeches, esp ly of people 
like Mrs. Asaf Ali and other heroes of the August struggle. 
Their call for the final struggle against British imperialism 
had sunk deep into their hearts, Where were the leaders 
to suide them on to the fight to the finish? 
uddenly Rattray arrived. He was met b "I 
bers of the Strike Committee. The others ignored him, There 
was ce hum of whispers, but the speeches continued 
tray wanted to know what their grievances 
A ifpoleaman of the Strike Committee presented bim with 
a Ust of (heir demands, ‘Today they had added another—the 
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fuided them and told them what to do. Non-violence was 
all right, but whal if the enemy attacked? What would they 
do then? Were they expected to remain non-violent even 
then? This was something which went against their grain, 
Aller all they were fighters, To them fi hting meant hand- 
ling weapons and hitting bard at the enemy. What sort of 
fight was this where you could nol use arms, where you 
could not hit the enemy even when he altacked you? 
No, (hey could nol understand. Till late at night the dis+ 
cussions continued. Then they decited lo postpone the de- 
cision. Someone suggested thal, after all, such a serious 
situation he en where they had to think of armed 
his was nut the time to take such a serious 
ion. In case am emergency arose they could call a meet 
ing anvt take a majority decision. If it was decided lo fight 
with arms, hey could always arrange to gel some from 
Castle Barracks 
In Castle Harracks too the ratings spent an exciting 
evening. Here there was not much of political discussion. 
They talked only of the day's events, of the friends they 
had met and of what the city folk had said. Some had taken 
food outside but others were hungry and decided to break 
open the “galley”. 
The men began to cook for themselves. The cooks were 
all present but nobady would ask them to cook, Were not 
they on strike (oo? They could not get firewood so they 
gathered together some charpoys and broke them up. They 
had enough fire to cook their own meals. Sitting round the 
fire they helped each other lo cook their food. A few sang at 
the top of their voices, ethers (alked in low whispers. For 
once they felt free from the senseless discipline imposed on 
them by their white masters, for once they were free to 
just what they liked. 
° ‘Some were red and went off to sleep, but others re- 
mained awake to celebrate this first day of freedom. In 
the small hours of the morning ratings of HMIS fo 
came in a procession to Castle Barracks, Everyone 

t to greet them. More slogan shouting, more speeches, 
more expressions of determination to continue to the fight. 

“We are sure to win,” said one amid loud cheers. 
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know what to say. A clever one replied: “Bul you must 
know that il is an Anglo-Indian paper. It is natural for them 
to give such a headline.” ¢ : 

But the ratings were not to be taken in so easily. A quiet 
voice asked: “Is the Bombay Sentinel an Anglo-Indian paper 
1wo? Its headline is no better!" 

There was an embarrassed silence. ea 

You do not know,” one of the ratings said, “what we 

have stlfered, [you had you would not have been able to 
write such rubbish.” 
put dignified voice he con 
ir Jife in vine Na Tt wi 


J to tell them 
wd and 


Je barracl 

2.1 the journalists listdned in silence. 
ratings interjected with angry 

cers. No one had a good word for 


ul 


he 


ve given US, 
shalt leach 
ui Gar penple must 


them « 
cone Vo aer tel 

Phe jouw nal 
ings returned te 
jot of thangs to ¢ 
great streyue was 

That night lon, very few slept. Everyone was back by 
seven in the evening, Immediately, in every ship and 
establishment, the men gathered together to elect their own 
Suike Committees and representatives lo the Central Strike 
Committee. 

Then followed (hose interminable discussions, In Fort 
Barracks they discussed the importance of collecting arms. 
Should they try Lo collect arms and ammunition from other 
establishments? But then, would this nol be going against 
their decision of non-violence? How could they forget that 
their leaders had repeatedly reminded them that they must 
remain ponereleat. vit . 

It was so confusing and (hey could not decide the 
issue, They wished some polilical leader had cone and 


Ine vest of tine rat 
alo! to do anda 
The of the 
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In threes they marched through the streels, One day's 
struggle had made them more disciplined. They had realised 
that their dignily had to be maintained. Out in the streets 


on en ain, the people cheered them as they swung eh 
on to the Talwar. fea aa 


Al Castle Barracks too the ratings woke up carly, The; 
had a quick breakfast. Some of them immediately set ot 
with their represent ves for the Talwar, Others put on 
their cvilisn clothes and went to meet their friends. At 
the gate sat the Officer of the Day. But who cared? ‘They 
bek valked past him as he silently looked on, By 
Castle Barracks was empty, 


The Talwar. From the carly hours of the morning the 
establishments and {rom the ships had 
sin, There were quite a few new faces. Some 
trom HMIS Gondwana also arrived. ‘There 
ir of busy activity everywhere. 

© Uney were waiting for the rest to arrive and 
the meeting to start they gathered round the representa- 
Lives from the Gondwana and wanted to know what story 
they bad to tell. 

“Where were you yesterday?" someone asked, 

“We could not come out,” one of the ratings replied, 
“I shall tell you what happened though.” 

He then went on to recount how they first received 
the news of the strike at the Talwar on the evening of the 
18th and how they spent an anxious, sleepless night, not 
knowing exactly what to do. 

“Yesterday morning we heard the full news of the 
strike from the ratings of the Punjab. So we too decided to 
stop work. Word was sent round to everyone and within 

inules all work ceased. 
i "You know we have an Indian Captain, Lt. Commander 
Rashid. As soon as he learnt that we were on strike he 
rushed over to us demanding that we get back to work, 
He did not speak politely either, but in the usual way. Of 
course we ignored him and that made him furious. He 
thundered at us that we had better be prepared for the cun- 
aa Ve were rather surprised. We had never pete 
‘Lt. Commander Rashid to come and speak to us. He bas 
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Fenavany 20, The 
a bit thin but th 
The Talivar wa 
establishment ard ship 


ind from every 
entrate there. 


+. varly as usual. Today 
‘was their own day. 


Fort Herre 


with arguments and 
Mlunger-strike was all 


discussion 
right, but how 


ness. Their pay w 
The senior ratings 
take to bear the e: 

So it was finally 
and eat il in their own mes 
cook the food? That was anther po hat aboul the 
strike? The cooks too were 91 y were per- 
suaded. After all they were going to feed their comrades 
and keep them fight ((. Moreover, quite ‘a number of 
the ratings voluntecred to help them and they all set to 
work. 

Breakfast over, they all dressed up in ful) uniform to 
go to the Talwar. In real naval style they marched out of 
their barracks, the three flags at ihe head. And they 
marched os If they were on ceremonial parade—the only 
difference was the flags at the head and the slogans that 
they shouted. © 
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and in Processions to the Talwar sto 

p i pped at the Oval 
to hold a mecting. By this time there vere quite a few 
thousands there, Today a new consciousness ceoted' ue have 
orre ee hem. They ‘had realised that they must be der 
ciplined. 

,, Speaker after speaker deplored the previous day's acts 
of indiscipline and publicly apologised for the burning of the 
American flag, 

From here they marched on to the Talwar. It was about 
they arrived there. Thousands of voices rent the 


cipline er than on the previous day. A raling stood 
Up to si of Icbal’s about the poor and the downs 
trodden, “us a call to them to rise and fight their 


icient of the Talwar Strike Committee then 
addressei the meeting. Iqbal’s song seemed to have set the 
tane of the speeches. Today there was more militancy, more 
determination. 

‘The President began: “We will carry on our fight till 
our demands are fulfitled. We must sland firm on our own 
Jogs and maintain our unity, We must keep together all 
sections of the ratings.” 

A member of the newly-formed Naval Central Strike 
Committee then stood up. 

“Our struggle”, he said, “is against British imperialism, 
During the last six years of the war all the British officers 
Nave treated us like dogs, not like human beings, We have 
not merely to fight for our own demands bup have also to 
join the bigger battle for the independence of our country, 
For this we roust demand the release of all INA prisoners,’ 

Another rating: “Ours is a difficult battle. But it does 
not mean that we shall give up our fight. No! We have got 
lo carry on our fight Lill the last. We must remember one 
thing: thal we must never surrender to the Brilish bosses. 

“We have shown our courage in batlle on the high 
seas. Now the time has come for us to show our courage 
and ability to these white Naval officers. We Imow how to 

i t better ‘than these white dogs. 
suifer hardships and to fight this Aght but we must nat 
We may not get anything out of eae Whibe dens 
surrender. We must give our Lves, JE a 
of freedom, but not serve as British slaves. 
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been seven months with us and this is the first line he 
came and spoke to us. But we realised one thing: our ac- 
tion had scared him, His sudden appearance and talk gave 
us confidence that if we stuck together we ‘could win our 
demands. 

“Now, when we all struck work, the cooks refused to 
cuok any meals for us. They too were on strike. We had 
to spend a long time convincing thetn that they must cook 
They quite rightly asked why. when everyone was 
e. they should work. We patient!y explained to them 
that by cooking for the strikers they would be helping us 
and nol the authorities, by keeping us well-fed they would 
be helping us ly keep fighting: fit. 

“We put tie problen: very bluntly. Supposing we had 
to take up arms ty Bight, we said to them, If we were starv- 
ing iv coutd we be expected to fight? That seemed to 

@ to them, 


and agreed lo our 
sand sid. fam ek sharae 
se to heres thi tem katie 


yar Geue uur 
“ie 


sey would also 


a for the ecoks, 
combatants and yet 


they were so hece tof 
Now nsbocdy 
of our men 
Well.” continue 
that they bo, 
and how eli 


After a pause he said: “You sce we had spunt the whole 
day getting lhings straight. We did not know what had been 
happening clsewhere so we «lecided Lo come aut and find 
out everything. Some of us have also gone {o the various 
ships.” 

The other ratings soon put their friends from the 
Gondwana in the picture and gave them the news v9 lo 


In the meantime, ratings who were coming in batches 
ry 


“they said. “Look at the 
i thal wins wars,” 

er, “they were co pleased 
cuss what Hcy ene handle 


* “We agree 3 . 
Pri Antal condition; it the, time comes, you will 
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the Indonesians, Therefore we must insist on the with- 
drawal of Indian troops from Indonesia. If we do not de 
that we shall be failing in our duly towards our Indonesian 
brothers who are fighting for independence just like us.” 

The speech was greeted with applause and the demands 
were all approved. it was reported that the Flag Officer 
Commanding the RIN, Vice-Admiral Godfrey, had arrived 
in Bombay by air from Delhi. The Negotiating Committee 
was therefore authorised lo : these demands before 
the FOCRIN. 

Suddenly an Indian officer, a Lieutenont, entered the 
room. There was a suspicious silence. Everyone looked at 
him, hoslilily in his eyes. No officer was wanted here, It 
was a mecting of (he ratings to mould their own fate with 
their own hands. 

But the Lieutenant paused only a few seconds to look 
al the astounded groups of ratings and promptly began to 
address them. “I have come to join you,” he said. 

There were smiles of conlempluous disbelief on the 
faces of his audience. But the speaker continued: “I know 
you don’t believe me. I know thal you are thinking that 
I have come here to spy on you. But let me assure you thal 
T have not come here with any such dirty purpose. I have 
come to join you because I consider your struggte to be a 
freedom struggle, a struggle against the British. To assure 
you and as a mork of my honesty I remove my badges of 
rank.” 

Dramatically he tore off his badges of rank. Sponta- 
neously the ratings cheered. 

“Now I am one of you,” he continued. “You know that 
our fight is against the British and for this we have lo 
remember that we have got,to Gamay discipline. Sr moe 
elect a leader to guide you. Select anyone you like 
maintain discipline. Even the INA hed thelr own officers 
to maintain discipline. As fighters you know well that you 
need such a person for this job and I offer myself for this 
work.” ‘i 

. After a pause, while the ratings gazed at bim with 
an expression of suspicion and wonder, he started aguin. 

“Just before joining you, my friends and colleagues 
requested me nol to come. I told them Lhat I had made up 
my mind and that I thought that thie wan the tine when 
something could be achieved. They warned me that you 
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“Inquilab Zindabad!” shouted the ratings. “No  sur- 
render! 
In the midst of wild cheers the members of the NCSC 


left to hold their first meeting. The speeches continued on 
Uhe parade ground. 

A sere of newspaper reporters who had been at- 
tending this meeting now followed the slrike leaders and 
wanted to attend their meeting. They were all allowed to 
attend, except the reporter of The Times of India whom it 
was unanimously decided to exclude. The leaders told this 
reporter that they took serious objection lo the manner in 
which their story had been presented in his paper. He ex- 
plained that he had had nothing to do with the previous day’a 
reporting and apologised on behalf of his paper, assuring 
them that he would make sure that this time no insulting 
remarks would be made. This seemed to satisfy the ratings 
and he was allowed lo attend the meeting. 

Ih was about 11 a.m. when the historic first meeting 
of the NCSC started in one of the classrooms of the Talwar. 
About forty-five representatives were present. 

The first task was to elcet the President of the Strike 
Committee. Mr, M. S. Khan was unanimously clected. 

Next, jour.members were elected to form the Negotia- 
ling Comin tt was explained that Lhe main task of this 
Committee would be to carry on negotialions: the ful- 
filmer! af Un demands the Naval authori: 
Ge ent. The members of the Commitrer vw 

Jers of the v s pol 


“sares by quate, varre 
nflices, stele mm demobi 
allowances, bal foad and so on, 
Quite a few speakers emphasised the rus: 
political demands One of them said: “Reza 
prisoners is @ very important demand, ‘The Brilish have 
no vit lo try them. We must chind our 
We must demand the withdrawal of all INA. eeeee ne 
Another Tose to support the demand (or withdrawal 
of Indian troops from Indonesia. “While we are fightin 
here.” he said, “for our own independence, against the 
white sahibs. they are using our brothers to Nght against 
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It was only on the 191 
reached the Akbar. Tor’ chou ta chasers thera ae aa 
extent all crr he eacehona® ere eel 
stopped. * 

At about 12:30 p.m. U iil i 
A general parade wt called, One of hens ca 
the parade and told them the details of the strike {Bone 
bay. Ile emphasised the fact thal the ratings of the Akbar, 
however, had nothing to do with this strike. He warned 
them thal any act of indiseipline would be severely dealt 

The ratings had been lis i i 
this Unreat enraged them. They were Turiouee the wae 
aerating haa been already growing and now there 

em. 

It was a difficult decision to take. Their action had to 
be planned but they could not make up their minds how 
lo proceed. They went buck to work with heavy hearis 
and full of bitlerness. 

__ Thal night, in every barrack, small batches of men 
discussed the silualion. There was stilt a lot of confusion 
And inability to grasp the whole situation. If only someone 
could contact the Bombay strike leaders. If only they could 
Properly understand what was happening and make their 
own decisions. 

It was just past nine. Confusion slill prevailed. Sud- 
‘denly a sentry from the gate rushed in to tell them that 
some members of the Talwar Strike Commitlee had come 
to see them and had been sent back by lhe CO. 

‘Thal seemed (o be exactly what they had been waiting 
for. Their comrades wanted their help. The CO had pre- 
vented them from meeting their brothers. It was an insult 
Revenge must ke taken. The issue was decided. They too 
would go on strike, they loo would come out the next day. 

Now for the planning. Throughout the sleepless night 
the ratings planned their programme of actién. Anxiously 
they waited for the fateful dawn. 

Early next morning not a single rating took breakfast. 
‘The officers were panicky and came round to pers 
them (o have their food but not a single rating would yield. 

It was a surprise to the ralings themselves, They had 
never expected such success. But this expression of un- 
breakable unily gave them courage and confidence. They 
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would have no faith in me, I ssid (o them that I wos sure 
that you would listen to me when I appealed to you. I hope 
you will accept me as a fellow-Aghter in the freedom Aght. 

He stopped. There was a slight pause, Then the ratings 
burst into loud applause. One got up and said: 

“We welcome you amongst us. But we can't elect you 
as a leader to guide us. We have already formed a Central 
Strike Committee to guide our activities.” 

This seemed lo damp the enthusiasm of the officer 
but he agreed and thanked the ratings. 

The meeting resumed its business afler thls short and 
dramatic interruption. It was reporled by one of the mem- 
bers that the workers and sludents of Bombay were plan- 
ning to come out on a sympathetic strike. The enthuslas- 
tic support of the people of Bombay was noted with thanks. 

It was decided that unless an emergency arose the 
NCSC would meet again al 10 a.m. on the following day. 
In the meantime lhe Negctiating Commiltee would pro- 
ceed wilh their negotiations. 

The first sitting of the NCSC came to an end at 12 noon. 

Outside. the mecting still conlinued amidst frequent 
cheers and cager shouting of slogans. From the house-tops in 
the neighbourhood thousands of people walched the pro- 
ceedings wilh inlerest, Every balcony, every window was 
full of men, women and children. They cheered wilh the 
ratings, shouted slogans and expressed their solidarity, 

At atout one in the afternoon about 3,500 ratings from 
HMIS Akbar, a shore establishment at Thana, a suburb of 
Bombay, marched in. The Talwar Strike Committee had 
tried to contact them the previous day bul had been sent 
back by the guards at the gate of the establishment, And 
here they all were at last in defiance of all the obstacles 
placed before them by the authorities. 


The Akbar had a tradition of ‘trouble’. It was probably 
the worst administered establishment in the whole of the 
‘RIN. Corruption of various kinds seemed to flourish there. 
Only as recently as in 1944 the Hindu and Muslim ratings 
together had slruck work because the Muslim ratings were 
nol given time lo say their prayers. As a result, some 200 
had been dismissed. 

But the spirit of revolt could not be crushed, 
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olher day and now they have come over to us. The game 
is up. 

On the ratings marched. Wha’ 

(recdm a pPraei it were five miles with 

At the station they divided themselves into {wo groups, 
one lo go to Victoria Terminus and the other to Church- 
wate Slalion. As they boarded the trains the people willing- 
ly made room for hem. The compartments rang with thelr 
voices shouting the freedom slogans of the people. 

They told their fellow passengers the story of th:ir 
sufferings, the slory of the battle they were waging. The 
people listened with wonder and anger. They forgot thelr 
work and joined these fighters and went with them lo the 
Talwar. The fight was on. It wos freedom's battle. How 
could they stay away? 

It was about noon when they reached Bombay. Im- 
medialely they organised themselves into two processions 
and finally reached the Talwar at 1 p.m. 

Here a special meeting was held to welcome them. They 
told the audience the story of Lheir baltle, A member of the 
NCSC welcomed them and gave the audience a summary of 
the proceedings of the NCSC meeting. He announced to the 
catings [hat negotiations were going on between the FOC- 
RIN and the Negotiating Committee. 

This announcement wes very welcome to the ratings. 
They were in a fighting mood, for it was just then thal they 
had heard the order of the FOCRIN that all ratings must 
return lo their ships and establishments by 3:30 p.m. Any- 
‘one found on the streets after thal hour would be arrested. 

The ratings were furious but a representative of the 
NCSC asked them to go back to thelr own establishments 
and ships. 

“On behalf of the Naval Central Strike Committee,” 
he said, “T appeal to you to go back. Do not give the author- 
ities a chance to put us in the wrong, Leave the whole 
matter in the hands of the leaders you have elected. Remain 
calm, di ined, united and non-violent.” 

But the ratings were furlous. The meeting was over. 
They had little more than an hour left In which to go back 
to their own ships and establishments But still they ling- 
ered on and. discussed this offensive of the hated white 

rites. 
ante ‘talk of negoliations and threaten us at the same 
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were proud of their unity, their new found strength. They 
felt confident that nobody could crush them now. Their 
unily and their determination would give them the strength 
to fight against all odds, 

But what next? They must go to the Talwar. They 
must join their brethren, So at 9 a.m. 2000 of them set out 
for Bombay. Very soon all the others joined up. They as- 
sembled on the parade ground and asked the authorities to 
provide them with transport to go lo Thana station. 

They had five miles to go, and they were anxlous to 
get to the Talwar os soon as possible. The authorities how- 
ever refused to give them any transport, 

Some pf the ratings immediately emplied some of the 
lorries and took them out bul lhe others were undecided. 
Suddenly news came thal HMIS Cheetah at Trombay hed 
been surrounded by the military. That put new courage inlo 
them, a fresh urge to Aight. 

Within a few minutes the calm order of Lhe men brake 
into frenzy. They rushed to the Guard Rvom, broke 
open the cells, released the prisoners and set fire to this 
symbol of tyranny. For a few minutes there was wantcn 
destruction. 

Some Indian officers now addressed them @nd ashed 
them not to misbehave in Lhis fashion, They listened to the 
officers but when they were asked not to yo to Bonihay 
and threatened wilh arrest if they altempted tc go they 
were furious again. They immediately decided to walk, all 
the way if necessary. 

So the procession started, They marched out of the 
gales lowards the stalion. A few ralings brought Congress, 
League and Ited flags, placed them at the head of the 
procession and led the march. 

The whole of Thana was aslir as the ratings entered 
the town, shouting slogans, “Hindustan azad”, “Release INA 
prisoners", “Fulfil our demands”, “Hindu-Muslim ek ho”, 
“Down with British imperialism”, “Inquilab zindabad”, and 
so on, The citizens going about their daily business stopped 
to look at this strange and welcome sight. Gathered in knots 
they discussed this new upsurge among servicemen. 

They welcomed the procession with cheers and res 
ponded to their slogans. Some whispered: “Now the British 
are doomed! Why, we used lo call them mercenaray only the 
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OW THE EVE OF THE BATTLE 


Tire Naval Central Strike Committee seemed somewhat 
bewildered by the sven turn of events. They decided to 
take up the matler with the authorities, 

Very soon news began lo pour in from different esta 
blishments of the arrival of mililary guards. At 3: 30 
Maratha guards had already surrounded Castle Barracks. 
The men were cul off from the outside world. They were 
virlually prisoners. Il was the same everywhere. 


The NCSC issued the following statement: 


“Tt has been brought to the notice of the Committee 
that (he ratings who are on slrike in all eslablishments and 
ships are perturbed and annoyed over the action of the 
authorilics in calling Indian Army personnel and armed 
police to guard and surround their barracks end ships. The 
Fommitlee feels that the action of the authorities is pro- 
vocative und totally unwarranted. Very naturally fears have 
Deen aroused in the minds of the ratings that this is an 
atiempt to isolate them and prevent them from having any 
tecest to food from outside, when food inside is impgssible 
to obtain or consists of things not fit for eating. 


“While the Committee feels that it will do everything 
in its power to impress upon the authorities the need to 
immediately withdraw the armed guards, it strongly appeals 
to the comrades wherever they may be to maintain com- 
plete calm and solidarity ‘and refuse lo be stampeded inlo 
Tay kind of violent action on their part It appeals to all 
tonredes to remain non-violent and disciplined under the 
gravest provocation or even upon being done violence to. 
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time,” someone said. “This is a trick, We should give them 
@ time limit and then take up arms. We must fight back 
their offensive.” 

“Why should we Go back?” said another. “The FOC- 
RIN’s order is a challenge to us. We should fight back, We 
i we shall never be able to 


Thus they argued. The simple ratings, who knew no 
politics, but knew well the art of war, could not accept the 
decision to retreat before the offensive of the enemy, It was 
not done. But most of them decided to abide by the decision 
of their leaders. After all they were disciplined fighters, 

Sadly but silently, one by one, they dispersed. A few 
temained behind. They wanted to be on the spot and see 
what happened. 

On the other side, the British were busy preparing for 
an offensive in right earnest. Military guards Jad already 
been posted in many places, They were outside the Talwar, 
the Dockyards and Caslle. Barracks, They had already 
slarted patrolling the streets, 

Within a few minutes the whole atmosphere had chang- 
ed. Once again there was confusion in the minds of the 
Fatings, and anger. ‘There was a feeling thal the hour of 
the final battle was drawing close. 

By % p.m. most of the ralings returned to their own 
ships and establishments. Only a few remained behind. 
Exactly at 9:30 the military police trucks started picking 
them up and bringing them to the Talwar, But they were 
not arrested, The Brilish offensive had begun, but they were 
Stil mot sure of their ground and were proceeding cau- 
tiously, They were afraid that the talings would hit back 
and they did not feel too sure of their strength against the 
uniled counter-offensive of the people and the ratings. 

Both sides awaited developments during the night. 
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conversation with the Maratha soldiers calmed 
ings considerably. They thought thal, after all, It 
was a yreal joke. The soldiers were with them and there 
could be no trouble, So they yot busy with their own jobs. 


HMIS Gondwana, The ratings {rom outside had come 
back with the news of the latest developments, This gave 
rise to various discussions. Once more the battle of argu- 
ments and cuunter-arguments started. Unused to political 
struggles of any sort, hey beyan lo discuss the fundamen- 
tuls. Violence versus non-violence; armed resistance versus 
peaceful protest. 

Fight back the enemy: if you do not get him he will 

‘This was the lesson thal they had learned during 
s of war. It had stood them in good stead all 
these days. Bul now it all seemed diferent. But was it 
teally so different? Were not the British the enemy? Were 
they not gathering their forces? How could they keep quiet? 
If they did not hit back now, they themselves would be 
slaughtered. After all this was war. 

And so they argued for hours. On the practice of non- 
violence they differed, but on one point they agreed. There 
could be no ignoble surrender. If the British attacked they 
would have to be fought back with arms. To pacify the 
protagonists of non-violence il was agreed thal before tak- 
ing to arms a warning would be given to the enemy asking 
him to clear out. 

Once this was decided, they began lo work with clock- 
work efficiency. A list of arms and ammunition was pre- 
pared. - The officers had already abandoned the ship and 
everything was in the hands of the ratings, The weapons 
were not many. but sufficient to carry on for some time. 
They had 4” guns, medium machine-guns, rifles, revolvers, 
urenades and depth-charges. All (he weapons and ammunl- 
tion were ready for use as they had been recently prepared 


Took-oul for ship movements during the night. 
Keoh Foarwhile, in the FOB's bungalow, the negotiations 
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The statement was released to the press and sent by 
signal to all ships and establishments. 

‘The members of the Negotiating Commillee, led by 
Khan, then proceeded to the FOB's bungalow to meet the 
FOCRIN and discussed the terms of setllement with him. 


Castle Barracks. The sight of the armed guards made 
the ratings furlous. The offensive must be fought back. 
Why not break open the armoury and start fighting now? 
[t was with great difficulty that the leading ratings per- 
suaded the others lo wait for instructions from the NCSC. 
After all they were fighting a joint battle. Sporadic actions 
would only help the enemy. Whatever they did {hey had to 
do it together. 

This argument made sense lo them but they decided 
to place their own guards over the arms and ammunilion. 
All weapons and ammunition were removed from the arm- 
oury and placed under their own sentries, Every possible 
Position from which an attack could come was guarded. 


Fort Barracks. As soon as the ratings returned. they 
began to pack their kil. There was no point in remaining 
at Fort Barracks. They had nv arms there. The ballle would 
begin at any moment. They (oo must go and join their 
brothers in Castle Barracks where there was enough am- 
munition and they could also usefully serve aa good rein- 
forcements. 

But others argued thal they should remain where they 
were. They could act us a useful reserve, in case fighting 
broke out, by going out in civilian clothes and getting elvk 
tian help. This arjument appeaied to many and they decided 
to remain behind, 


By this lime Maratha guards had been Posted at both 
the yates of the establishment, The ralings were angry 
but some of them spoke lo the euards and found therm 
quite sympathetic. They discovered more. The Marathns had 
not been told that they were beiny brought out to fight 
against their brothers in revoll. They had been told that 
a Hindu-Mustim conflict had broken oul and that they were 
required to suppress the trouble. But now they were put wise 
and sald that not one of them was going to fight against 
his own brothers. 
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about their conversations with the FOCRIN. Nobody 
Seemed satisfied. The general feeling was that a final battle 
was imminent, 

‘The ratings now wanted to gel back to their ships and 
eslablishments to prepare for this final balile. The military 
guards ut the gate were contacted and they agreed to lake 
the men lo Castle Barracks. The members of the Negotiat- 
ing Committee and the few other members of the NCSC 
who were present hurriedly gol together lo review the sit- 
uation and plan the next ‘phase of the struggle. It was a 
momentous meeting. On one side was the British offensive, 
on the other was the news thal they had just received: thal 
the strike had spread all over India, even to the ships an 
the high seas and in remote ports, 

It was in such an atmosphere that they met. It was 
something like the mecting of a war council. The situation 
Food and water supplies were running short, 
tablishments (he taps might ke cut off any mo- 
ment. CasUle Barracks was badly off as regards food, About 
ammunition they did not care to discuss. They vainly hoped 
that everything would be over and an actual armed conflict 
would not be necessary. The national leaders must come 
to their aid and prevent useless bloodshed. 

For an hour they discussed the situation and made 
plans lo improve the food and water situation. It was de- 
cided that even if the FOCRIN kept his promise and issued 
rations during the night according to the new scale, those 
should not be touched unless it was cerlain that every ship 
and establishment had received such a supply. Instructions 
were accordingly signalled to all ships and establishments 
telling them of this decision of the NCSC. 

But the men had to be fed. They were told lo use dry 
rations as far as possible. Those who had sufficient rations 
were asked to share them with those who were deficlent 
like those in Castle Barracks. The Dockyards were asked to 
supply water to the rest. 

M ithe meeting came lo an end at 10 p.m. The members of 
‘ommittee dispersed. 

ue a Custle Barracks, in the meantime, arrived all the 
stray ralings who hod remained behind at the Talwar, Some 
sixty ratings from the RIN Detention Quarters at Sewrl 
had also arrived. There were now some 5,000 to 6,000 ratings 


al Castle Barracks. 
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continued, One of the ratings demanded: “The military 
guards must immediately be removed otherwise we 
shall not be able to check the anger of the ratings. We 
refuse to be held responsible for the consequences.” 

But Godfrey refused to remove the guards. He knew 
that he had won the first round. The ratings had taken his 
first offensive lying down. They had not resisted. Now he 
could Ereak them, 

“No,” he said, “I cannot remove the guards. Ii is up to 
GHQ to remove them. I cannot recommend it now. Of 
course, if you give me an undertaking to surrender and go 
back to work unconditionally we might remove the mili- 
tary guards.” 

For a long time they argued but Godfrey and Rattray 
were firm. 

The demands of the strikers were discussed. The 
authorities refused to consider anything but the demands 
about food. They discussed in detail the requirements and 
agreed 10 meet most of them. They promised to provide 
eggs, butter, fresh fruil and so on. They promised lo send 
them rations according to the new scale that night and 
suggested that now the strike should be called off. 

It was after one-and-a-half-hour's discussion that the 
Negolialing Commitlee members feturned to the Talwar. 

The strike leaders were now afraid thal, on the basis 
of these concessions, the authorities would try to disrupt 
the unity of the ratings, spread false propaganda and break 
the strike, Accordingly they sent a signal to all ships and 
eslablishments. 


To: From: 
All Ships and Establishments, N.5.C. 


False rumours are being made by the naval authorities 
to break up our organisation, through some catings. 
Do nol listen o any propaganda until you are in 
by DSS. Mind that you are under NSC. And NS! 
instruct you through DSS. Please Keep complete calm, 
peace and non-violence unlil further orders. 

20/2, 


There were still quile a few ratings at the Talwar. The 
members of the Negotialing Committee reported to them 
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| Wait for information from the Talwar i ili- 

, lary guard is withdrawn, nae 

2. If you do not get the desired news go on a lying 
down hunger-strike from 7:30 in the morning. 

+ No violence in words or deeds to be committed, 

; The hunger-strike will go on till the military is 
withdrawn, 


5. No rumours lo he beli 
the NSC. 


ne 


eved unless confirmed by 


It was on the basis of this that the men sat down to- 
wether to plan their programme for the next day. 

While some were busy planning, the others gathered 
round the men who had come from the RIN Detention 
Quarters Lo listen to their story of the batlle, 


Jt was only on the morning of February 19, when four 
ratings came to Bombay to collect rations, that they dis- 
covered that the RUN ratings were on strike. Two of them 
went to the Talwar to get the full details and the others 
returned without rations to Sewri. 

‘The news spread like wild fire among the ratings in the 
Detention Quarters, But they did not know what to do, 
The CPOs and POs, nearly equal in number to the ratings, 
were very hostile. They could not go and ask them what 
to do, So they were in a fix with nobody to guide them. 
‘The whole day passed in deliberations and when the ratings 
returned from lhe Talwar it was finally decided that they 
would refuse duty that night. 

No rating turned up at Night Watch. Promptly the Com- 
manding Officer together with other officers and the Master- 
al-Arms came over to the ratings and asked them to remain 
loyal. 


‘What do you want?" he asked. “Have you any trou- 
bles? I am here to redress your grievances, Tell me what 
‘ou want and you can have it.” 

7" This appedl had no effec. The ratings refused to listen 
to him and maintained a sulky silence. When kind words 
and persuasion failed the officers (ried threats. For hours 
the negotiations continued. The more the officers pleaded, 
the more they threatened and fretted and fumed, the more 
firmly did the ratings refuse to do any work, The officera 
retired at midnight without having achieved anything. 
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While they were busy discussing thelr future plans, an 
officer suddenly entered the barracks. Without much cere- 
mony he dellvered a short speech. 

“I have come to tell you,” he said, “that the Naval 
authorities have kindly agreed lo grant your food demands 
Immedialely. About your other demands, they will be con- 
sidered shortly. In view of the fact that your trouble over 
food is your main grievance the authorities have agreed to 
provide you with jam, butter, eggs, fresh frult and other 
items mentioned by your representatives. 

“Considering the fact that your main demand has been 
met, you should now give up the strike. You should do no- 
Uhing (o spoil the good name of the Royal Indlan Navy. 
Actually your new rations will be here shortly.” 

The ratings did not deign to reply to this appeal. After 
a short, embarrassed silence he left. Shortly afler, a truck- 
load of food did arrive. But the ratings had received their 
instructions from the NCSC and refused lo touch the food. 

About this time, final instructions arrived from the 
Talwar warning them about the plans for \he next morning: 


To RIN Strikers: 


We recall an incident which happened in RIN M.T. 
Establishment in RIN Dockyards, Bombay, in 1944. The 
ratings who slruck work then were confined to bar- 
racks with armed guards outside. That is what hes 
already happened in our present case. i 

In 1944 the MT barracks’ ralings were compelled 
by physical force to sign a declaration that cach one is 
Not prepared to work any more. and finaily 164 persons 
were sent behind the bars, 

But this time we have informed the FOB to with- 
draw the military puards or else we 0 on complete 
hunger-strike from 7:30 in the morning 

Having these facts in mind we hope that the autho- 
rities will be sensible cnough to handle the silualion with~ 
out the least violence on their side. 

We like to recall that these are the same hands that 
handled the situation in 1944—and the means! 


The following programme has been decided for 
tomorrow: 


Chapter Five 
IN DEFENCE OF FREEDOM 


Fennuany 21. The fateful day dawned. The ni 

passed quietly. The morning too seemed pleasant ont pam 
ful. By 7:50 the ships poured out their load of ratings on 
the dockyard. After a night of tense expectation and anxiety 
there was now a sense of relief, The boys sang and shouted 


and greeted the peaceful morning with revolutionary 
slogans. 


At Fort Barracks the ratings gathered in the gymna- 
sium afler breakfast to plan their programme for the day. 
There followed the usual clash of ideas and suggestions 
and speeches expressing the delermination to continue the 
struggle against all odds. 

Suddenly a rating broke into the meeting from outside. 
He rushed to the platform and cried: 

“They are shooting down our brothers al Castle Bar- 
racks. We must go to their help.” 

It took them some time to realise what had happened. 
There was a sudden silence, Then the fury burst forth. So 
the enemy had struck. Yes. They must rush to the side of 
their brothers. Why wasle time in useless discussion? There 
was no lime for words. It was time for action. 

Thus argued some of the ralings. They wanted to rush 
off to Castle Barracks at once. The more sober, however, 
tried to pacify them. How could they help by going to 
Castle Barracks? They would not be able to get there. They 
would be shot on the way. Even if they did manage to yet 
there. what could they do? They had no arms. 

‘That was all right. Bul they could not sit quietly and see 
their brothers bulchered. They had to do something. The 
younger ratings were getling more and more desperate. 

* ( 
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During the night the men got together and made plang 
for the following day. They realised that they were too 
weak inside the barracks to pul up an effective resistance 
so they decided to go to Bombay. They could not make 
any plan but decided that something would have to be 
done al the spur of the moment next morning. 

In the morning there was a fall-in rather early, Tne 
authorities were determined to use force to make the boys 
fall in. To their surprise the men quictly came on parade. 
As they came near the jelty they made a rush for the boats. 
But they could not take out the boats without the help cf 
the Mechanical Engineer who knew how to handle them 
He was held back by the CO. So their first bid for freedom 
was foiled. 

Having defied authority once, they now became more 
bold. They pulled down the Union Jack and set fire to It, 
they began shouting anti-British slogans, their wild out- 
bursts forced the officers lo withdraw and finally they 
managed to gel hold of boals to go lo Bombay. By evening 
they managed to reach Castle Barracks. 


Thus they spent the night. Some wenl off to sleep, 
some talked over the day’s events, some discussed the plang 
for the next day. But everywhere there was a feeling of 
tension. It was a night of anxious wailing, Just one sirple 
action of the authorities had suddenly turned the scales, 
‘The seriousness of Ihcir battle al last began lo dawn upon 
them. A feeling of inexperience gnawed at their hearts. If 
only the national leaders would come to their help. But, 
whatever happened, they were determined to fight on till 
the last, These were the thoughts which oppressed them 
that fateful night 
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flooded with British troops, To verify the Teport, some of 
the ralings climbed on the roof and had a look round. They 
saw that many British soldiers had been concentrated iy 
the Town Hall. It seemed that the next round of the offen 
sive was about to begin, 

In a few minutes the news went Tound to every rating. 
In great excitement they began lo gather logether. Some- 
Uning had to be done, Now there wére no discussions about 
violence and ‘non-violence. The issue was straight and 
simple, The enemy was preparing an offensive, they must 
be prepared to fight back. 

Some ratings went to the Master-at-Arms’ office, just 
over the main gate, and began to address the Maratha 
guards who were stationed Lhere, 

“You are Indians,” one of the ratings said, “and we 
are Indians. You must not fight against us. You know that 
we are not fighting only for ourselves but for you as well.” 

For a few minules the Maratha sepoys were silent, one 
of them quietly came close to the wall and in a low yoice 
said: “Well, we have to carry out our orders you know, But 
Fest assured we shall not fire at you. We have kept only 
blank ammunition with us.” 

The ralings were assured. They laughed at the trick 

But only o few minutes after this the allack began. A 
few shols were heard, The ratings rushed out into the open. 
They saw the Maratha soldiers trying to enter the gales, 

The ratings rushed to the Guard Room and took up 
arms, Within a few minutes they were all in baltle poal- 
tions. This sudden preparedness of the ratings frightened 
the while officers commanding the Maratha guards, They 
ordered the sepoys to relire. They had no knowledge of 
what arms and ammunition the ratings possessed but they 
knew that they were many in number and a delermined 
body of men. 

Now that the soldiers had been Salhdrewn ar radng 

ip themselves properly and get ready for 

catartencies The arms which had been haphazardly eal- 
lected were properly distributed among those who could 
best use them. it was surprising to see the discipline of 

i arguments. The leading ratings 
the ratings. There were no argumi 
were unquestioningly obeyed. Today they wee all dls 
ciplined soldlers fighting for their freedam, for very 


R4 
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From the distance the sound of firing poured into their 
ears and stlrred them to action, 

Finally a unanimous decision was reached. The papers 
had published an appeal by the Bombay Students’ Union 
calling for a general strike in sympathy with the ratings on 
the following day. The best thing chat the ratings could 
do was lo slip out into the city in civilian clothes and appeal 
to the people to come to their aid by joining battle against 
the common enemy. 7 

This suggestion appealed to most of the ratings. Jt was 
agreed (hat they would meet in the evening to review the 
“situation, Two of them immediately set out for Castle Bar 
Tacks to find out what was happening. In civilian clothes 
slipping past the friendly sentries was an easy job. 


At the Dockyard too the early morning galety was 
brought to a sudden end by the sound of firing from the 
direction of Castle Barracks. 1 was aboul 9 a.m. A horrified 
silence fell over (he crowd as the first piercing sound of 
Tifle and machine-gun fire penetrated the hum of voices, 
Like one man they turned’ round anxiously towards Castle 
Barracks. 

They looked across (he waler, With Use massive Town 
Hall and a cluster of houses forming the background staod 
@ young signaller on the roof of Ue Barracks. He was 
sending a message to them. It sai¢t linat British troops were 
attacking them from all sides and that they were replying: 
bullets with bullets, 

The message was immediately passed on lo the DSS 
who relayed it to all ships and establishments. 

The other ratings immediately dispersed to their ships. 
There was a lot to be done. In every ship it was the same. 
The ratings broke open the magazine, collected whatever 
arms and ammunition they could, got inlo their battle 
equipment and took up positions in the ships. In the dock. 
yards too, battle positions were occupied. Within an hour, 
the whole place was empty and an ominous calm had des. 
cended over lhe area. From their Positions, the ralings 
watched with growing concern and impatience the truck- 
loads of British troops moving towards Castle Barracks, 


Castle Barracks, Early in the morning it was all calm 
and quiel Someone said that the entire Fort area had been 
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seemed to be acting us an observer and directing operatio: 
5 nS, 
He was thrown off his perch by a single bullet’ Ancthey 


soldier slanding at the gate of the buildi 
at and brought down,“ e Pueine es leo abot 


By this time a large nu: 
gathered round Castle Barra 


Aller this there was a short spell of silence. Outside, 
the army authorilies had to regroup their forces. Inside, the 
ralings got busy settling their organisational problems, 
A conference of the cooks was called and their role in 
the battle was explained lo them, ‘They must be pre- 
pared to feed the fighting ratings. The rations available 
were nol sufficient, they would have to use them sparingly. 
But their main job was to feed those who were fighting 
first. They were also told to prepare cold drinks for the 
ratings who were actively engaged in fighting. Now there 
was no question of not using the food which had been sent 
to them by the Naval authorities the previous night. All 
resources had lo be utilised. 

Godfrey had decided to begin an all-out offensive. All 
Indian troops were removed. British troops swarmed into 
the area of Castle Barracks. The Town Hall became their 
operations headquarters. By midday there were at least 17 
trucks and armoured cars packed with troops armed wilh 
light machine-guns, rifles and other weapons held at the 
ready. 

The second phase of the offensive opened with light 
machine-gun fire from the direction of the gun gate. But 
the ratings, veterans of many a grim battle, were not in the 
leost terrified. Promptly they took action. The light 
machine-gun was silenced and the two British soldiers 
manning it had to be removed (o hospilal. 

Now hell seemed to have been let loose. There was 
constant firing {rom both sides. The ratings knew thal they 
were oulnumbered, that the enemy had better equipment, 
but they were still prepared to die Aghting in the glorious 
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existence; fighting against an enemy who was belter armed 
and had all facilities at his disposal, 

The prison cells were now broken open and all the 
Prisoners released. They were asked to maintain strict 
discipline and carry on the fight. When the white army 
officers at the gale saw that the cells had been opened and 
the prisoners let off, they fired again, The ratings fired 
— to show that the? were prepared to take up the chel- 
lenge. 

The ratings then took up defensive positions all round 
Castle Barracks. More arms were required for the fight 
which now seemed inevitable. Another magazine was brok- 
en open and more weapons were collected. This time they 
secured medium machine-guns with bolted ammunition. 

The machine-guns were promptly distributed in stra- 
(egic positions. One was mounted near the Captain's cabin 
facing the sea. The second they placed near the hospital, 
also facing (he sea. The third was found to be de 
fective and was abandoned. The seamen were called and 
arms were distribuled. Some were given rifles, some re- 
volvers and others only hand grenades. They were thus 
despatched lo their posts. 

On the army side too there was a lot of activity, They 
too were manoeuvring fur position. They wanled to attack 
the Barracks or at least neutralise some of ils fire-power. 
Some of the mititary were reported concentrating in--the 
area of the Drifting Reserve Barracks, where the gun- 
mountings were. Four Fatings were immediately despatched 
there, armed with rifles with fixed bayonets and a few hand 
grenades, 


Another group was allotted the task of guarding the 
Mam entrance from the lop of the Master-al-Arms’ office. 
Others got on to the terrace lo prevent troops from climbing 
trees and coming inside over the terrace. The rest were 
sent {o various positions all along the seaside. 

By this time the military officers had realised that 
Maratha troops could not ve used. Actually they had re- 
fused to fire against their own brothers in the Navy. British 
troops were brought over (o replace them. They began to 
fire at the men guarding the Bates. 

The battle began in right earnest. A Naval officer stand- 
ing on the balcony of the Reserve Bank of India building 


(N DEFENCE OF FREEDOM 53 


quile panicky. Moreover, t 

raling® took pily on thet miserable condition sarap ne 

mission lo remove them to the hospital under guard, This 

Was also considered advisable beenuse some of the ratings 
ware 0 furious that the lives of the officers were In 

AL one corner some ratings were busy keeping a strict 
watch on the movements of the Lroops outside who were 
concentrating for an altack. The soldiers too saw a raling 
watching their activities and aimed at him. Promptly he 
took cover. After a few minules he peeped out again. This 
time a bullet hit him in the neck. Thus fell Sick Berth 
Altendant Krishnan, the first marlyr of the day. 

He was lifled up by his comrades and taken to the 
hospital. The bullet that had lodged in his neck was Im- 
mediately removed by the doctor, the only officer who could 
come and go as he pleased. He said that there was no hope 
of life. Within a few minutes he died. 

The ratings present brought out a piece of white cloth, 
dipped their fingers in the martyr’s blood and painted a 
red cross on it. This was later used as the flag for the hospi- 
tal. His body was covered with a white shroud and a guard 
was posled over it. 

Thus the battle proceeded, with cnsuallies on both 
sides, But it was not a lone battle, There wos help from all 
sides, Civilians in the neighbourhood tried to help the rat- 
ings. Many a young working-class boy risked his life that 
day lo carry help to his brothers in the Navy, one was actual-» 
ly hit by a bullet while handing over a packet across the 
walls. 

The fight had spread from Castle Barracks to the 
ships in the stream as well. At about 10 a.m., President 
Khan came to the break-water. The news of his arrival 
sprend like wild fire. All the ratings expected some direc- 
live from him, an order to begin an offensive to relieve thelr 

~ brothers al Castle Barracks. 

All the ratings, except those in battle positions gathered 
round the Kumaon. Others crowded the docks. Khan 
boarded the Kumaon, mounted the bridge and addressed 
the ratings through the mike. He explained what was hap- 
pening in Castle Barracks and ordered all British officers 
to abandon ships. Addressing the Indian officers, he sald: 
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traditions of the Indian Navy. They expected tolal annihi- 
lation at any moment, It was like wailing for death with 
shrouds round their heads. But they fought on without 
officers, without the so-called experts to guide them. Their 
experience of the war was enough for them lo hold the 
enemy. 

They had to meet danger not only from outside but 
from inside as well. As the Indian sailors had learnt how 
lo fight through the bitter experience of the war against 
fascism, so also had the British learnt wel! from their 
erstwhile enemies, the Nazis, While attacking from outside 
they had managed to send some officers inside to sabotage 
the defences of Lhe ratings. 

Some ratings who were guarding the Treasury found 
three officers inside the office. A strict watch was kept on 
them but the guards pretended that they had not noliced 
the officers at all. Afler some lime, when they felt quile 
safe, the officers gathered round the telephone. The guards 
immediately rushed inside, ordered them to stop and placed 
them under arrest 

The ratings decided to give these officers a taste of their 
own medicine, They made them “double up" for a few mi- 
nutes, It was just to make them feel what the ratings had 
to undergo for any slight mistake or neglect of duty on 
their part. So they ran up and down, panting and fuming. 

They were asked how they had managed to enter the 
Barracks. One of them replied thal Uney had not come 
from outside but had been unable to yet away the pre- 
vious night. To save their skins they had laken refuge in- 
side the Pay Office, 

“What were you doing neag the phone?” one of the 
ralings asked. 

“We just wanted 1o inform the authorilies that we 
were here and ask them to rescue us.” 

‘This was just what the ratings had wanted to find out. 

“So you wanled the authorities lo reseue you, did you? 
All right we shall rescue you now,” 

They were made lo run all the way to the detention 
barracks. But the cells had been broken open and they could 
not be locked up Inside. Anyhow they were unceremoniously 
shoved into a cell and a guard was placed over them. 

They were not in a very enviable position. With a batile 
going on and furjous ratings all round them, they felt 
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ships. The ships, as they were situated at th: 
would be given definite lasks which they had to folie” 


The Clive, Khyber and Lawrence, were near the Gale- 
way of India and could resist any offensive from that end. 
The Narbada, Jumna, Kumaon and others near the dock- 
yards could cover the Ballard Estate area. Orders were 
accordingly issued from the Narbada to these ships to be 
ready to fire if they saw any suspicious movements, The 
signals were sent to the Jumaa. which relayed them to all 
ships and (o the DSS. The DSS too repealed the signals. 
The Narbada was asked to supply extra ammunition 
wherever it was needed. 


After these battle plans had been drawn up, the NCSC. 
considered the question of food and water. Food was not 
so much of a problem. It was always available from the 
people. The problem was collecting it. 

Already the people of Bombay had rushed to the aid 
of the ratings. The sea-face round the Gateway of India 
looked like a fair. Men, women and children, of all classes, 
of all religions, crowded round the place. The Maratha 
quards who had been placed there to keep the people away 
and to prevent the ratings from the ships from landing 
were hidden by this mass of men. They did not interfere 
with the people, for their sympathies were with the ratings. 

It was a colourful sight. Everywhere, from all sides 
they came with baskels of food in their hands. There was 
everything one could ask for—fruits, milk, bread, vegetables, 
‘and what not. They were the rations of the poor workers, 
the struggling lower middle class families, even of well-lo- 
do Indians. The British wanted to starve their heroic bro- 
thers in the Navy into submission. That would never be. 
‘They were determined lo foil the game of the British. 

Motorboats came from the ships and these baskets of 
food were showered on them. As the ratings stepped on 
shore they were greeted and welcomed by the people with 
revolutionary slogans. They were embraced by the erowds. 
The Hindu, Muslim and Irani shopkeepers took the Navy 
boys into their shops and asked them to take whet they 
vee Food was not a problem. It had to be distributed 
properly. So the NCSC gave instructions about the proper 
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“J call upon ‘you to join us in this life and death strug- 
gle, It ls our common battle against a common enemy. If, 
however, you are nol prepared to cast your lot with us, 
you too had betler follow your white masters and leave 
the ships.” 

He then ordered all the ships to gather steam, load 
their guns and be ready for the next orders. He warned 
them that, if necessary, they would have to lake up battle 
positions and surround the whole of Bombay city. 

“For,” he said, “you must defend your own ships and 
the dockyards at any cost.” 

It was aboul 10:30 when he left. The ratings on the 
ships got busy. They stoked up the boilers and smoke 
curled up from the funnels. The guns were loaded and 
got ready. The ships began to hoot as if impatient for 
action. 


HMIS Gondwana. The ratings saw a Royal Navy ship 
coming towards them. Here was some chance of baltle 
they thoughl. But they were determined nol lo fight unless 
they themselves were attacked. But they had to be pre- 
pared for all eventualities, The guns were trained on the 
British ship. She quietly passed by with the guns of the 
Gondwana following her. It was only when the ship dis- 
appeared in the distance thal the ralings slood down. The 
guns were now lurned (wards the shore. 

The Flagship of the RIN, HMIS Narbada, veleran of 
many bates, now became the centre of activily. At mid- 
day the NCSC met there. This session met under the 
shadow of a fierce battle developing at Castle Barracks and 
spreading to othe: ships and «stablishments, The British 
seerned to be preparing for a geferal offensive. 

The main conceri of the strike leaders now wes to keep 
the ships and establishments wetl supplied with food and 
water during the period of the battles that were going on 
with increusing intensity. While discussions were going 
on a signal was received from the Talwar thal British troops 
were concentraling round the Gateway of India to start a 
water-borne allack on the ships. 

This question now became the main topic of discussion. 
Tt was decided to resist the offensive wilh arms. Time was 
short and there was now no question of manoeuvring the 


IN DEFENCE OF FREEDOM ST 


to surrender unconditlonally and threatened them with 
dire consequences if they refused to obey this order. He 
said that “overwhelming forces at the disposal of the 
Government would be used to the utlermosl.... even If 
il meant the destruction of the navy..-.” 

Shortly after this, a message was recelved that talks 
were proceeding between the NCSC and the authorities. 
Intermittent firing continued. 

A little after four the NCSC issued instructions for 
“cease-fire”. This was followed by a signal from Khan. 


To From: President. 
Establishments, 
All Ships. 


I hope you will be non-violent. I am meeting 
FOB and FOCRIN in Castle Barracks. I shall Jet you 
know last decision afterwards. Up to that tlme you 
should keep complete peace. 


T. O. R. 211625 


A messenger arrived at Castle Barracks telling them 
that the FOCRIN was personally coming and @ (truce was 
about to be signed. 

The ratings were suspicious. They thought thal this was 
a trick to rush in and take them by surprise. They finally 
decided that they would send three representatives wilh 
white flags to meet the FOCRIN half way. A message was 
also sent back saying thal the FOCRIN should also come 
with a white flag. 

‘At 5:30 thrée ratings boldly stepped out of Castle 
Barracks with white flags in their hands. The FOCRIN was 
nowhere lo be seen. They wailed for long. The firing had 
now ceased completely. 

‘After nearly forly-flve minutes they saw some members 
of the NCSC coming with some officers with white fags 
in their hands. Thev came to Castle Barracks and (old the 
ratings thal negotiations were proceeding between the na- 
Uonal leaders and the Government and that they should 
maintain peace. With disapproval the ratings agreed. But 
there could be no question of surrendering arms yet. 

‘The cease-fire by this time was complete and every ship 
and establishment flew the cease-fire Rag. 
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distribution of food and water by boat and if possible with 
the help of messengers. 

All plans having been made, the meeting came to an 
end. at about 12:45. Within less than an hour they had 
to put their plan of operation into action. 

The battle at Castle Barracks was now in full swing. 
At about 1:30 British troops entered the area between the 
Dockyard and the MTE barracks. Their main offensive 
was still concentrated on Castle Barracks. But they had 
inlercepled the messages [rom the Narbada and knew that 
the ships were ready lo come to the aid of the ratings on 
shore. 

“So now they started a double offensive, Some climbed 
up the trees and began to fire in the direction of Castle 
Barracks. Others concentrated their fire on the ships in 
the break-waler. Four men on the Sindh were injured. 
Now the ships were slirred inlo activity. 

The Punjab was short of ammunilion. The ratings 
acted quickly. They promptly raided the RN ship which 
was anchored nexl to them and brought over all its ammu- 
nition. They immediately opened up with one shot from 
the 12-pounder and followed it up with a concentration 
from the Oerlikon and anti-aircraft guns. Some 120 
rounds were fired within a short time. By this time the 
other ships had also trained their guns on the same area. 
HMIS Oudh opened up with her 12-pounders. A number 
of British soldiers were thrown off the Lrees and the area 
was soon clearet. Stray sniping and intermittent fring 
continued for a long time all over the area. It was the 
same at Castle Barracks at this time. The main offensive 
having thus been followed by a combined action of both 
the ralinys on the ships and those ashore, the firing dizd 
down. Stray firing however continued throughout the day. 

The ships now sent signals to Castle Barracks assuring 
them of their active support and asking them not to sur- 
render if they ran short of ammunition. The ships would 
come lo their aid. They had gathered sleam and were 
ready to come to their aid al any moment. This put new 
heart into the battle-weary ratings. Every hour or so the 
ships sent messages to Caslle Barracks enquiring about 
the ammunition situation. 

It was about this time, reund sbout 2:30 that the 
FOCRIN broadcast to the ratings. He called upon them 
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the position of the ratings and calling upon the people to 
back them in this unequal Aight: per 


“The Central Sirike Committee of the strikers in the 

Indian Navy makes this earnest appeal lo the leaders of the 
political parties in India und the Indian people. 
"We have al! of us been in the Indian Navy for several 
years. During this lime we have been undergoing untold 
hardships, low pay, bad food and the most outrageous racial 
diseriminalion. Also, today, with the end of the war, the 
problem of demobilisation and resctllement hes come for 
all the thousands of us, 

“We have innumerable times made representations to 
the authorities for the redressal of our grievances, parti- 
cularly abeul racial discrimination arfd for equality of 
treatment, a demand which every self-respecting patriot 
will completely support, But the authorities never listened. 

“Therefore, following the example of the brothers in 
the RIAF we decided lo go on strike, For the last five days 
we have been on a peaceful, disciplined, organised strike. 

“The authorilies, however, have refused to listen to ut 
Instead, they have called up the Military. parUlcularly 
Brilish troops, since naturally they could not (rust our 
Indian Army brothers. They opened fire on us in Castle 
Barracks and forced us (0 (nke to arms to defend ourselves. 

“Now the Flag Officer is threntening us with total de- 
struction, using the overwhelming armed forces of the 
Empire. E 

“No Indian could expect us to surrender on such humi- 
liating terms. to bend so low before the threatening jack-boot 
of our imperialist rulers. And we shall not surrender to 
threats, though we are always prepared 10 negotiate about 
our demands. 

“But we know loo that the Flag Officer will carry out 
this threat unless, you, out people, and our respected poll- 

i lers, come 10 our aid. 

tea You ‘do not want your Indian brothers to be destroyed 

by British bullets. You know our demands are just, you 
tus. ! 

Tus We mppeal to you oll, particularly to the leaders of 

the Congress, League and Communis! Parties: 


“Use all your might to prevent a bloodbath in Bombay! 
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In_the meantime the FOB went to have a look round 
the DSS, He was met al the gales by the Caplain of the 
Guard appointed by the ratings. He asked the FOB and 
the officers accompanying him lo take off their caps before 
Proceeding any further. The Rear-Admiral and the senior 
officers with him protested, Bul the rating maintained that 
Uhese were his orders and he was (o ensure thal they were 
obeyed. ‘ 

Unwillingly the officers took off their caps. They were 
now provided with an armed escort of six men. They sheph- 
erded the officers round. As soon as the olher ratings saw 
the FOB, they began to shout at him. 

“Go Back FOB!” they cried. “Fulfil our Demands!” 

The reception was too hot for the officers and they left. 

When night fell the situalion was that of an armed, 
uneasy truce. 

At Castle Barracks, it was reported, the arms and am- 
munition had been locked up in the guard room. On the 
ships loo the men had stood down but were ready for action. 
There was a general fecling that the British would start 
another offensive at night, There was widespread discon- 
fent with the FOCRIN's broadcast which, it was feared, 
might be put into effect any moment. 

But the morale of the ralings was very high, They had 
seen how the people had come to their aid and everywhere 
the only topic of conversation was that (he people of Bom- 
bay were going to come out on a strike the next day. The 
real battle was aboul to begin. Godfrey had threatened to 
destroy them but now the people would come to their aid 
and they would jointly fight the enemy. 

News had also come in of the armed action by the 
Hindustan at Karachi. Further, the radio also mentioned 
Altlee’s lhreat in Parliament thal British Navy vessels were 
going to Bombay. General Headquarters announced “strong 
Naval and Military reinforcements are on their way to 
Bombay, Karachi and Poona.” 

It was under the shadow of this offensive from the 
British and the preparalions for a counter-offensive by the 
people that the NCSC met to review the situation, discuss 
future plans, issue a slalement to the Press and draw up 
a silualion report for the other ratings. 

The various factors were discussed al the meetirig of 
the NCSC. The following statement was drafled explaining 
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ships come alongside and go back eden with gifts from 
the public who greet them with ‘Jai Hint’, They promise 
to sland solidly behind their demands, 

“The Brilish RN fleet is reported to be off Bombay port, 
But it is said thal they are not going to do any shelling 


first. In general the spirit and determination of the ratings 
to fight is high.” 


This short review of the situation was circulated to all 
ships and establishments. 

The meeting ended after an hour-and-a-half’s sitting. 

The day was over, a day of intense activity, of blood- 
shed and unparalleled heroism. Now night descended on 
Bombay. It was a calm and peaceful night, the lights from 
the ships dotted the waters, like a half-moon the city lights 
garlanded the shore. 

It was a night of weariness and sleep. A watchful 
anxiety persisted everywhere. You could nol trust a wily 
enemy, could you? After all Godfrey had promised to use 
the maximum force, So guards were chosen and dulies 
were allotled for the night. 

Everyone talked of the coming dey. They were now 
sure of victory. They were to be relnforced by the people of 
Bombay who were coming oul on strike. Workers, stu- 
dents, the common people were al! coming logether to joln 
them, Now the day reckoning was al hand. 

Sleep came over them quickly that night, after a day 
of heroic activity. Clutehing their arms, they gradually 
dozed off. It was a night of serious expectations and yet 
full of hope for the morrow. 
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“Force the Naval Authorities to stop shooting and 
threats and to negotiate wilh us! 

“Rally our people to support us, through a peaceful 
hartal and peaceful strikes! 

“We appeal to you, our brothers and sisters, to respond. 

“We awail your reply. 


“Navat CENTRAL STaIKe COMMITTEE 
“Bombay, February 21, 1946,” 


The statement was sent to the Press and also signalled 
lo various establishments, 

A situation report was next drafted to give all the 
strikers a general picture of the position at the end of the 
day. 


“NEWs FROM ‘TALWAR’ 


“Yesterday night Indian military pickets went over 
to the Castle Barracks strikers. So this morning about nine, 
the pickets were made up of Brilish Other Ranks (BORs) 
and Pathans. 

“At nine firing started at Castle Barracks and it wes 
thus isolated from the Dockyards. Approximately ten rat- 
ings were killed and fifleen BORs. The firing continued now 
and again till evening. 

“At Talwar on Wednesday evening the ratings demand- 
ed the withdrawal of military guards, The President of the 
Strike Committee, M. S. Khan, asked them not to use force 
ond to keep themselves under control. This morning the 
strike continued in a disciplined manner with no incidents. 

“In the afternoon 1.200 RIAF men went in a procession 
in support of the strike, and at three the Naval Accounts 
civilian staff also went on strike. 

“In the Dockyards tie whole situation was under con- 
trol and there was no firing. The ships are standing ready 
to act. Discipline among strikers is good. Pending further 
decisions of the Committce and the talks of M. S. Khan, 
the President, with the FOCRIN, the cease-fire signal is 
flown from the signal stalion. Ships have been asked lo 
stand in readiness bul not to open fire. 

“The public is very enthusiastic and promises full sup- 
Port. Al Apollo Bunder, Galeway of India, boais from the 
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battle between the naval ratings and i 

military’ plce mer apesd nant Beh ava and 
mediate cause of the fring is not known; nor Is it posslble 
lo ascertain the actual loss of tIfe which it ig feared may be 
very large. Without knowing all the fucts, it is not possible 


to suy whether all this regrettable | 
beaten wD loss could not have been 


“Congress work 


“The Congress was making all possibte efforts to bring 
about a peaceful settlement of the long-standing legitimate 
grievances of the naval ratings. Until yesterday, there was 
good hope’ for restoring harmony and goodwill between 
them. Who was responsible for the unfortunate tum of 
events which led to Lhese disastrous consequences and what 
was the actual provocation which led to them is nol known, 
but this is not an opportune moment to assess the relative 
responsibilities or to apportion blame between the parlies 
concerned. 

“The primary and immediate duly of every responsible 
man is to see that peace is restored between the parties 
as also to see that the city is nol plunged into trouble and 
its peaceful atmosphere nol disturbed. Every effort should 
be made to prevent panic and to control the unruly elements 
which always are on the lookout to take advantage of such 
a situalion. The best thing for the people to do is to go about 
(heir normal business as usual. 


“No Hartal 


“There should be no attempt to call for a hartal or 
stoppage of mills or closing of schools and colleges. Such 
a thing is not Kikely to help the unfortunate naval ratings 
in their efforts to get redress of their legitimate grievances 
or in the great difficully in which they find themselves. 
All possible efforts are being made by the Congress to help 
them out of their difficulty and to see that their genuine 
grievances are immedintely redressed. The Congress bas 
a big party in the Central Assembly and is doing lis best 
to help them, I would, therefore, earnestly appeal to them 
to be patient and peaceful and also to the people te maln- 
tain strict pline and to do nothing lo disturb the peace 
in the city in the present state of high tension.’ 
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Feonuany 22. The morning papers brought to the 
public of Bombay a number of appeals and statements con- 
cerning the RIN strike. The appeal of the NCSC calling 
upon the people to observe hartal in sympathy with the 
Naval strikers was prominently featured. 

The Communist Party called for a genera! strike. Jta 
appeal rend: 


“Every Indian will condemn the brutal attempt of the 
alien Government to suppress with blood and iron the 
allempts of the men of the RIN establishments in Bombay 
to obtain redress of their just and urgent grievances. Every 
Indian will resent the arrogant ‘Submit or Perish’ threat 
given by the Flag Officer Commanding to these brave men. 

“On behalf of the Communist Party of India, I [Secre- 
tary, Bombay Committee, CPI] appeal to all parties and 
all our people to refuse lo allow this brutal suppression of 
our brothers in the Navy and Air Force and to observe 
tomorrow (Friday) as a complete hartal in all shops, 
schools, colleges and mills as a mark of their disapproval 
of Government repression and to demand immediate ces- 
sation of repression, the opening of negotiations and the 
salisfaction of the just demand of the strikers.” 


Sardar Patel had also issued a statement instructing 
the people not lo observe hartal. He said: 


“The unfortunate clash belween the naval ratings and 
the Brilish naval and military police has resulled in ereat- 
ing an atmosphere of tension in the city, The tenslon has 
been further accentuated today when reporls of the pitched 
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“I want again to make it quite lain that the - 
ment of India will never give in to violence, To ta 
the struggle is the height of folly when you take into ac. 
count the overwhelming forces at the disposal of the Gov. 
ernment at this time, and which will be used lo their 
uttermost even If if means the destruction of the Navy 
of which we have heen so proud.” 


‘This was enough to justify every action of the ratings, 
Us insulting approach to the problem angered the people, 
And from the early morning they gathered on the slreets, 
lo defy authority, to join forces with thelr heroic brothers 
in the Navy. 

All over the Fort area were pasted appeals to the Brie 
tish soldiers asking them not to Aght against the Indian 
ratings who were only fighting for their just democratle 
Tights. It created quite a sensalion. Alt over the cily there 
was un almosphere of defiance. The people were preparing 
to demonstrate their condemnation of the crimes committed 
by the foreigners the previous day. 

Among the ratings too there was Uremendous excite- 
ment. From the ships the ralings went by boat to the Gate- 
way of India bul could not come ashore. Indian troops had 
been replaced by British troops. They swaggered round 
the place in a menacing manner and kept the civilians 
away. The public had again brought food packets but they 
could only look at the ships and boats in the distance and 
could not help the ratings with food, From a distance greet- 
ings were exchanged, slogans shouted, solidarity expressed. 

Fort Barracks. The ralings got up early, dressed in 
civilian clothes and slipped out into the city, Everywhere 
they found British soldiers patrolling the streets. It made 
their blood boil. They wanted to rush at them, do something 
desperate. But they had to keep quiet, Negotiations were 
going on. 

In the streets they met some ratings from the Talwar 
and together went round to see how successful the strike 
was, Clashes with the police and military had already 
started developing. The ratings were waillng for action. 


Castle Barracks. All was calm. The ratings on duty 
moved about carrying on thelr jobs. The others lay about 
tired and sleepy. 


RS 
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The two contradictory statements from two political 
Parties did confuse issues lo a certain extent. But when the 
people read the full statement broadcast by the FOCRIN, 
their minds were made up. The FOCRIN said; 


“In the present regrettable state of indiscipling in the 
Service, 1 have adopted this means of addressing the RIN. 
6s being the way in which I can speak to the greatest num- 
ber of you at one lime. 

“To start with every one of you must realise that the 
Government of India has no intention of allowing indisci- 
pline lo continue, or their actions (o be influenced by such 
tndiscipline. They will take the most stringent measures to 
restore discipline using the vast forces at their disposal if 
necessary. I ask you to bear this in mind in considering the 
other things which I have to say to you now. 

“As regards the requests made by those of you who 
waited on the Flag Officer, Bombay, on Tuesday, the 19th 
February, you may be assured that all reasonable com- 
plaints, or grievances (if any), will be fully investigaled. 
Demobilisation will proceed strictly in accordance wilh age 
and service groups, though you must re: that this will 
mean that the Service will lose its (rained nucteus of ex- 
perienced ratings, especially in the Communication Branch. 

“The whole question of pay, travelling allowances and 
family allowances is now being examined by an inter-Ser- 
vices Committee. This Commuttce has just been afloat in 
one of H.M.L ships and has visited establishments in Karachi, 
Jamnagar and Bombay, 

“The situation in Bombay this morning both afloat and 
ashore is deplorable, A stale of open rioting prevails in 
which ratings appear to have completely lost control of their 
senses, 

“In order to ensure that ralings confined (o barracks 
did actually stay there and lo avoid a recurrence of the un- 
fortunate incidenls of the day before it was necessary to 
place small guards of soldiers on the gates of the Talwar 
and Castle Barracks last night, 

“This morning ratings from Castle Barracks burst 
through the guard which was forced to open fire. This fre 
was replied to by ratings inside the barracks, The only 
reason for firing in the first place was to contain ratings 
within the barracks and not to coerce or inthmidate them. 
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“They are nol sailors, they are not soldiers,” said a 
speaker, “they are not trained fighters. They are the ordi- 
nary sons of our people. But they have shown us today that 
they loo can fight, and that without arms. 

“Now there can be no surrender, Blood has been spilt, 
the precious blood of our people, of our brothers and sisters. 
The debt of this blood has to be repaid a hundredfold. If 
we surrender now we shall never be able to show our face 
to the people. 

“We must continue the fight. The whole country is 
behind us. Our victory is assured.” 

Speaker afler speaker rose to echo the same sentiment 
of determination to carry on the fight and not to surrender 
unconditionally. The balile that was being waged in the 
streets gave them new courage, a new power of resistance. 

The strike leaders were still negotiating but it seemed 
a hopeless effort. The President sent a desperate message 
to all ships and establishments. 


To 
General From President, NSC. 


Do not surrender unconditionally. Be peaceful and 
carry on strike. Come what may. Let anything 


happen. 
T.O.R. 221730 President. 


‘This message was read at the meeting and greeted with 
shouts of “Jai Hind” and “Inquilab Zindabad”. Everyone 
seemed assured thal the strike was going to continue and 
that they would fight on the streets together with the 
ommon people till final victory was won. 
vom But Vishin half an hour the siluation changed, At slx 
Khan came to the breakwater with members of the Nego- 
tiating Committee. The ratings on the different ships 
crowded on the decks. Others gathered round him on the 


Docks. - 
‘Addressing them through a loudspeaker he read out 


Sardar Patel’s message, which said: 


i have 
“Ip the present unfortunate stances that 
developed, the advice of Une Congress lo the RIN ratings Is 
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Khan and members of the Negoliati il 
gotiating Committee 
a busy day. They were anxiously rushing about from rs 


Chundrigar of the Muslim League. It was feverish activi 
verish activi? 
8 last altempt to get the leaders to intervene and rate 


At 11 a.m. the FOB released a statement from Godfri 
Tt was announced to all ralings,over the loud-hailer, ne 


“The following message is from Admiral Godf, Fi. 
Officer Commanding, Royal Indian Navy: 


‘I told you yesterday that ample forces are available 
to restore order. The GOC, Southern Commend, has been 
ordered by His Excellency the C-in-C to assume supreme 
control in Bombay. To show you that ample forces are 
available he has ordered a formation of RAF aircraft to fly 
over the harbour today. These aircraft will not fly over the 
ships nor lake any offensive action, provided no action is 
taken against them. Should you now have decided In ac 
cordance with my warning lo surrender unconditionally 
you are to hoist a Black Flay or a Blue Flag and muster all 
hands on deck on the side facing Bombay city and await 
further orders.’” 

In the meanlime battles raged on the streets of Bom- 
bay. Barricades were thrown up where the Congress, League 
and Red flags flew together. Behind them stood the people 
defending the honour of these flags, Lhe honour of the Naval 
ratings and the honour of Mother India. 

AL aboul 2:30 a formation of RAF aircraft flew low over 
Bombay cily and the harbour area. 

The ralings from the Fort Barracks returned to their 
establishment shorlly afterwards to find out if there was 
any news, Al aboul three, a meeting was held to discuss 
the situation which had arisen as a result of the FOCRIN’s 
latest threat and the fight that was going on in the streets 
between the people and the British military. 

Some of the ratings who had just returned from outside 
described the scenes they had witnessed, of barrleades, of 
wanton murder by British troops, of indiscriminate firing 
and of heroic resistance by the common people. 
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Everywhere the same arguments were repeated over 
and over again. Why should they surrender now, when 
victory was in sight? The people had now joined forces 
with them. They were not alone any more. ‘Their Aight 
had merged with the fight of the common people of India 
for freedom. Why should they surrender now? Hundreds 
of their brothers and sisters had shed their blood for their 
cause, brutally murdered by the military. Was it all in 
vain? Was it not their duty now lo come aut on the streets, 
get behind the barricades together with their people and 
carry on the fight against the common enemy? 

A majorily of the ratings thought this way and asked 
their representatives to plead their case at the meeting of 
the NCSC when the final decision was taken, 

While these discussions were going on in ship after 
ship and in every shore establishment, Khan was again busy 
negoliating with the military authorities, trying to gel per 
mission for the members of the NCSC lo come together for 
a final meeting at the Talwar to consider the question of 
surrender. 

A stalement was also issued to the Press, thanking the 
people for their support and sacrifice, 


“BROTUERS AND SISTERS OF BOMBAY, 


“We congratulate you, dear citizens of Bombay, workers, 
students, and all, for the great expression of solidarily with 
us loday. 

“We mourn with you the deaths of the many due to the 
indiscriminate firing of the Brilish miliary forces and con- 
demn the wanton murder by the imperialists of so many 
of our people. ; 

“Here among us our strike continues and It will con- 
tinue so long as you help us. 

“Here we are solid and sure. We are doing our best, 
with the added strength that you by your sland have given 
us, to bring victory to our cause, a viclory that will be yours 
and ours together. i ‘ a 

“We are negotiating and we hope to achieve success. 
But for cucoase your telp, your disciplined protests and 
strikes must continue. This alone will show the brutal mi- 
litary and bureaucratic authorities (hal they must reckon 
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to lay down arms and to go through the formalily of sur- 
render which has been asked for. The Congress will do 
its level best to see that there is no victimisation and the 
legitimate demands of the naval ratings are accepted as 
soon as possible, 

“There is considerable tension all over the cily and 
there has been heavy loss of life and properly, There is 
also considerable strain both on the Naval ratings as well 
ag on the authorilies, 

“While fully appreciating their spirit and courage and 
also having full sympathy in their present difficulties, the 
best advice that the Congress can give them in the present 
circumslances is to end the tension immediately. This 
advice Is in the interesis of all concerned." 


In a tired voice Khan reported on his talks with the 
Sardar. Finally he said: 

“I am of opinion that, having received this assurance, 
we should now surrender and lay down our arms. We can 
rely on our leaders to see that justice is done. Do not think 
that we are surrendering to the British, We are surren- 
dering to Lhe people, because (he whole nation is wilh us,” 

The ratings on the ships protested loudly, A storm of 
voices were hurled al hin. 

“We don't want to fight.” they sai 
up the strike.” 

The Muslims among them, and they were many, put 
him question after question. Had he met Muslim League 
leaders at all? 

“We don't want to put ourselves.” they said, “in the 
hands of one party. We al teast want an assurance from 
the Muslim League before we give up.” 

Khan assured them that he had met Mr. Chundrigar, 
the Mustim League teader, but had failed to get any assu- 
Yances of support or help from him. Chundrigar had ex- 
pressed his regre! saying that he was unable to give any 
assurance unless he got a directive from the League High 
Command. 

The news of Khan's speech spread to all ships and es- 
tablishments. The confidence which had Prevailed a few 
minutes earlier seemed complelely shattered. Once more 
the ratings collected together in Sroups to diseuss the sudden 
turn of events. 


“but we won't give 
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leaders are moving an adjournment motion in the Central 
Assembly on our slrike. We must strengthen thelr hands 
by continuing the strike. 

"I have already referred to the heroic sacrifices made 
by the people in our cause. By continuing the strike we 
can give expression lo our solidarily with the people, ex- 
press our sympathy for those who were killed yesterday. 
We can prove Lhal we are one with our people.” 

Khan rose again, "There is little time to lose,” he sald. 
“For over three hours we have discussed the question. My 
mind is made up. We must surrender. As for you, if you 
want to carry on the fight you can do so, But let me warn 
you that the Tahear has already taken a decision to call 
off the strike and surrender unconditionally. This decision 
wag reached early last night, before the meeting of the 
NCSC began. Now it is for you to decide.” 

For a moment there wag an amazed silence. What 
could be the meaning of this move? Then all the fury of 
the majority of the ralings burst Jorth. It was a betrayal. 
They would not lolerate it. They were sure that if Lhey 
carried on the struggle the Talwar ratings would also join. 
They would fight on the streels behind the barricades with 
their people. Bul the fight must go on, The decision of the 
majority must be obeyed. 

Those who were vacillating were now more afraid. Un- 
Jess they were united, they would never be able lo fight, 
If once disunity and disruption began it would spread, Then 
the British could crush them one by one. They must come 
to some sort of compromise decision. 

Tt was at this moment that o rating came in with a 
message, The Pree Press Journal hud rung up to say that 
Mr. Jinnah, in a statement issued at Calcutta, had expressed 
his sympathy with the ratings. 

Mr, Jinnah had said: 


“The Press reports that the RIN strike at Bombay has 
taken a very serious turn and reports that the ratings ln 
Calcutta and Karachi have gone on strike have caused serl- 

sions. 
a See rpeper reporls from various parts of India, and 
particularly from Bombay, Karachi and Calcutta, ehow that 
the RIN men have some very just grievances and It hes 
been made clear by them how deeply they are affected by 
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nol only with us but also with you, dear brethren and sisters 
of Bombay, if they try to drown us in blood. 


“NAVAL CENTRAL STRIKE COMMITTIER 
“Bombay, February 22, 1046” 


At 11;30 p.m. a messenger went round to all ships wak- 
ing up the members of the NCSC and asking them to pro- 
ceed at once lo the Talwar, Passes had been procured from 
the military authorities and were handed over to (he mem- 
bers of the NCSC. 

It was about 1:30 in the morning when most of the 
representatives reached the Talwar. ‘The representatives 
from Castle Barracks and Fort Barracks were late and only 
arrived at 2. 

It was then that the meeting slarted. The final historic 
session of the Naval Central Strike Commitice began at last, 
It lasted till morning. 

About thirty-six people 
tailed report of his tatk: sith 
He said thal the deci:ior: of the 
by 6:30 in the morning. Otherwise 
be over and the ertire force 
against the ralings. Once ¢ advised surrender. 

For a few minutes an uproar. Except for a 
smal! minority. everyone was opposed to the idea of 
surrender. That was the di-velive they had received from 
the ratings they represented, ‘here could be no uncon 
tional surrender. That would only be inviting defeat at 
the moment of vietory. As one of the ratings pul it: “We 
cannot surrender now. We are about to win our demands, 
The pesple are behind us now, our struggle has become 
part of the struggle of our people to be free. if we surrender 
now we shall be belraying them, We called upon them to 
come to our aid: they came, they sacrificed their lives. The 
British military brutally mowed down Men, women and 
children with machine-guns. The people's spirit of resis- 
tance has risen, they are going to continue (heir fight, How 
can we back out now? 

“If surrender we must. we can only give back the com- 
mand of the ships to the officers. The strike must continue. 
We cannot give It up till our demands are fulflled. Such 
an actlon will help everyone. You know that our nallonal 


e present, Khan gave a de 
Paicl and the FOB, 
‘SC must reach the FOB 
he armed truce would 
disposal would be used 
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Patel, we have decided to surrender ourselves in the hands 
of the Indian people. 

“Sardar Palel has taken the responsibility and assures 
us that there will be no vic jisation of our comrades. 

"We are grateful lo the cilizens of Bombay and parti- 
cularly yur comrades-in-arms, the students, the workers in 
the docks, transport and factories, for the solidarity and 
support they extended to our cause. 

"We pay our respectful homage to those brave citizens 
and workers who have perished or have been injured like 
some of our comrades at the hands of the British authority 
for the crime of demonstraling their sympathy with our 
cause,” 


“Nava. Centra Starke COMMITTEE 
“Bombay, February 23, 1946” 


A vote was taken. Orily six members opposed the de- 
cision to surrender. The rest were all in favour of Khan's 
molion. These six representalives,came from the Punjab, 
Assam, Khyber, Jumna, MMS 129 and [rom Castle Barracks. 
It will be remembered that Castle Barracks had been re- 
presented by (wo men. One of them voled with the 
majorily. 

The decision to surrender was laken. It was nearly 
six. Khan left to convey the decision to the FOB. The re- 
solution passed at the meeting was immediately sent to the 
Press. It was decided that a fuller statement should also be 
drafted. 

‘The members of the NCSC had a tot to do. They had 
to hurry back to their respective ships and establishments 
and carry to them the decision to surrender, They knew 
from their own experience during their meeting that it 
would be difficult to convince the rank and file ratings of 
the correctness of the*decision. For the six who had op- 
posed the decision, it was more difficult, 

“J have not the heart,” one of them said, “to go back 
and tell the boys that we must surrender. Bul the decision 
has been taken and we must all abide by it. 

Discipline must be maintained to the last. So they 
went. Some however, got busy preparing a statement for 


the Press. ; 
Everywhere the ratings were disappointed with the 
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these grievances and how they genuinely feel hurt about 
their present position. 

“No civilised Government or responsible man in this 
country can treat their feelings and grievances lightly. 

“Toffler my services unreservedly for the cause of the 
RIN men to see thal justice is done to them, If they will 
adopt constitutional, lawful and peaceful methods and ap- 
praise me fully of what will satisfy them, I give them my 
assurance that I shall do my best to see that their grievances 
are redressed, 

“I appeal to all RIN men not to play into the hands of 
‘hose who want lo creale (rouble and exploil those on strike 
for their own ends. I urge upon them to restore normal 
conditions and let us handle Lhe situation, which will surely 
vresult in their welfare and will be in their best interests. 
1, therefore, appeal to the men of the RIN and to the ratings 
to call off the strike and to the public in general not to add 
lo the dilficullies of the siluation. Particularly, I call upon 
the Muslims to slop and 1o create no further trouble until 
we are in a posilion lo handle this very serious situalion. 
If we fail lo make the authorities understand and meet the 
just demands of the RIN men, then it will be time for us 
all with perfect unity amongst ourselves, to force the hands 
of the Government if they are not reasonable.” 


There were wild cheers as the stalemenl was read by 
Khan. 

“Now there can be no question," he said, “of not sur- 
tendering. Both the national organisations have pledged 
support. We have won." 

The tables were now completely turned, The more 
militant ratings still claimed ahat the only guarantee against 
victimisation and for the winning of the demands was con- 
tinued action. ‘ 

But those who hed bern vacillaling were now completely 
won over, There could be no reason not to rely on the 
Promises of the leaders. With the people behind them, 
with the support of the leaders, their case was really won, 
The Naval authorities could now do nothing against them. 

The time for discussion was over. The resolution ac- 
cepling the surrender was placed before the meeting. - 


“On the advice and intervention of Sardar Vallabhbhal 
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Government authorities and tells the people and leaders of 
all the political parties, particularly Sardar Vallabhbhal 
Patel and Mr. Jinnah, that the Ratings in the Navy will 
not hesilate one moment to come out and strike again if 
the authorities make any altempl lo viclimise a single 
Striker, 

“The Naval Central Strike Committee once more con- 
gratulates the people of Bombay, particularly the workers, 
students and citizens, for their sympathetic strike during 
the past wo days. These actions have inspired the men in 
the Navy with the consciousness that all India believed 
their cause to be just and right. 

“Together with the people, the Committee mourns the 
Joss of hundreds of tives due to the brutal and absolutely un- 
justifled firing by the British military forces on innocent 
men and women. It condemns with all the force al ils com- 
mand this action of the Military and the Government which 
has resulted in a bloodbath in Bombay, worse than any 
India has yet seen. 

“And a last word to our dear people: 

‘You have stood by us. We are glad, proud and grateful 
for that. We mourn the loss of life. Had you not stood by 
us and demonstrated in your thousands, our cause and 
our strike would have been drowned in blood. The authori- 
ties may yet try lo victimise us and punish us. We shall 
fight that—we ask you also to be ready to Aght that and 
redeem the solemn promise of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and 
Mr. Jinnah. ‘. 2 

“Our strike has been a historic event in the life of our 
nalion, For the first lime the blood of men in the Services 

in the streets fowed together in a common cause, 

a “We in the Services, will never forget this. We know 
also that you, our brothers and sisters, will not forget. 


“Long tive our great people! Jai Hind! 


“NAVAL CENTRAL STRIKE COMMITTED 
“Bombay, February 23, 1946” 


to 
The people of Bombay rushed out in thelr hundreds 
the Gateway of India. But there it was, the Bleck flags and 
the last message, Yes all the ships and establishments in 
Bombay and the neighbourhood had surren 

except one. 
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decision. They HMstened quietly to the report of their Tepre- 
sentatives and quietly walked away. It was all over. Yes, 
they did not agree with il. But the decision had been taken 
by their leaders and they were going to ablde by it. Dis. 
cipline would be maintained. 

They had not long to wait. A signal came. 


To General RIN, 


All ships hoist Black Flag. Remain quiet on board, 
‘Will endeavour to send rations. 


T.O. R. 290795, 


One by one the three flags of he Congress, League and 
Communis! Parties came down from the flag masts. The 
black flags went up. It was all over. 

At 8 am. the FOB began his tour of the ships and estab- 
lishments, The officers were already back and the surrender 
ceremony over. The arms were collected and the strikers 
were removed from the guns. Brilish troops were posted 
inside the barracks and the do: kyard. 

Out in the stree!s of Tombay anxious crowds were 
already gathering, The newsunys told the news. People 
hurriedly grabbed al the papers and read the unbelievable 
news, They could scarecly believe their eyes. But there 
i was, the resolution of the NCSC. So it was all over. 

What gave them hope, huwever. was the last message 
of the Naval Central Stcike Commitlee, before it signed 
ils final death warrant, 1: was an inspiring document, 
which will fin 4 place of honour and glory in the history of 
our national movement. 


“The Naval Centrai Strike Committee wishes lo in- 
form the people of India and particularly the people of 
Bombay that it has decided to call off the strike. It hi 
come lo the Cecision after discussions with Sardar Vallabh- 
bhai Patel, vsho has assured them that the Congress would 
see that there was ebsolulely no victimisation of any of the 
strikers and that their just demands would be taken up 
with the authorities, Confident that the Congress would 
stand by them and sure of the support of the Muslim League 
after the sympathetic slatement of Mr. Jinnah, the Com- 
millee decided (o call off the strike, 

“The Committee, however, reminds the Naval and 
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permission to go. But this wooden-headed Brilish soldier 
‘was not to be convinced. 

“Those are my orders,” he sald. “I cannot allow you to 
go. Even if your CO came and told me that I could let 
you pass, I would not. You must go back to Thana.” 

For quite a few minutes the ratings angrily argued with 
the man. But it was useless. They were not armed. More- 
over, they realised that they would not have been able to 
force their way through even if they had had arms. They 
had lo return. 

They were now cut off from Bombay, the Talwar and 
the collective guidance of the NCSC, 

Al Il am, another telephone message came. The mili- 
tary had opened fire on Castle Barracks. The ratings were 
very excited, they were anxious lo go (o the help of their 
brothers but they felt quile helpless. All that they could 
do was to declare a hunger-strike. Spontaneously they took 
the decision and everyone abided by it. 

The day passed uneventfully. 

In the evening some 300 sepoys from the RIASC Camp, 
Kurla, marched inlo the Akbar. The ratings gathered on the 
parade ground and looked at them wondering what they 
wanted. When they came and said that they loo had gone 
on strike and had come to express their solidarity with 
them, the ratings were wild with joy. 

They rushed to the sepoys and embraced them while 
shouts of “Jai Hind" and “Inquilab Zindabad” rent the 
skies. ‘ 
The Akbar was now in the hands of the ratings. The 
sepoys were their guess and had to be entertained. Some- 
thing had to be done. This was a unique occasion. Nothing 
like this had ever happened before. 

The guests were taken to the canteen where they 
crowded together and talked. Each listened to the other's 
story of the strike. Food and aril were prepared and the 

s were treated as joured guests. 
aA rating got up on a chair in the crowded room filled 
with cigaretle smoke and delivered an address of welcome. 

“We are glad,” he said, “that our brothers have also 
joined us in the struggle to end all tyranny in the Services. 
T thank them on behelf of the other ratings. Now nobody 

defeat us. Our victory is certain. 

+ “We have one request lo make. You must go oul and 


Chapter Seven 
A LONE BATTLE 


Owe Naval Establishment had refused to surrender. It 
was HMIS Akbar, at Thana. Its representative had not been 
able to attend the last meeting of the NCSC and they could 
not believe the report that the battle was over, They had 
fought a lone battle Ubroughout and were not prepared to 
surrender. ce 


As has already been recounted, the news of the RIN 
strike at Bombay had reached the Akbar only on February 
19. Throughout the day they had carried on their duties 
with a heavy heart, unable to decide what to do. At night 
some members of the Talwar Strike Committee had come 
to see them but the CO refused to let them in. This news 
was enough provocation. Next morning there was a com- 
plete strike, Fighting against all the obstacles placed before 
thern, the 3,500 ralings went to Bombay. At night they re- 
turned after Godfrey's order that all ratings must return 
to ships or barracks by 3:30. 


Next morning, February 21, the strike continued, The 
ratings sal about in an angry mood, the officers were no- 
where to be scen, the whole establishment seemed to be in 
the hands of the ratings, 

A telephone call came from the Talwar asking the re- 
presentative in the NCSC to proceed there immediately, 
Picking up a truck, the elected representative rushed to- 
wards Bombay. A few other ratings accompanied him. At 
Kurla they were suddenly stopped by military pickets and 
ordered to return to Thana. For some time they argued with 
the non-commissioned officer in charge of the picket. They 
were going for an urgent meeting. They had official 
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be able to Maks up arms to defend themselves at short no- 

ice in case of an emergency. They thought that It w 

be best to break open the armoury atier midnight. me 
A liltie after midnight, a few ratings gathered together 

round the armoury. As softly as they could, they broke 

open the lock. ‘They threw ‘open the doors of the armoury 

and, lo their surprise, 


it was emply. They were bewi . 
Now what would happen? > | ere Bewildered: 


Nothing could be done that night, In the morning it 
was discovered that the authorities had removed the arms 
ancl ammunition on the very first day of the strike, Now 
a search was slarted Uhroughoul the camp but it was all 
in vain. 

The whole day passed in discussions on how to procure 
arms and how to defend themselves in case they were al- 
tacked. Surrender they would not. That was definite. 

Nothing of importance happened that day. The night 
too passed peacefully. Of course they had no news as to 
what was happening in Bombay. 


February 23. Shortly after midday the CO came back. 
He showed the ralings a signal which declared (hat the 
ratings in Bombay had surrendered and the strike was over. 
He called upon them to surrender too, 

The ralings could not believe him. How could it be? 
‘Were not they going 1o fight to the finish? Was not this 
struggle going to lead to the final battle for liberation? No, 
the officer was only trying (o trick them into submission. 
They were not fools. They were not going to surrender. 

‘Some of them replied to the CO: 

“We do not believe you. You are trying to bluff us with 
bogus signals.” 

The CO tried to argue with them. 

“All right,” they said, “if it is true, bring a member of 
the Central Strike Committee here, If he tellg us that the 
strike is over, then we shall see.” 

‘The CO wns definitely frightened. He went away to get 
military help but there were no further developments that 
day. The ratings were anxious and angry. They could not 
believe that their struggle was over. The more they thought 
about it, the more determined they became to conlinue the 
struggle, even if it meant Aghting alone. Like sulky boys 
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persuade other units of the Army to join us too. If you 
Succeed in doing this, if you succeed in spreading the mes- 
sage of revolt lo the other units, then, not only will our 
demands be fulfilled, bul we shall also be able to Ilberate 
our country, 

“Towards the end of the war we have been in a few 
countries which had recently been liberated from the 
fascists; we have seen in the people a new life, a new spirit, 
@ new hope for a betler existence. Thus have we learnt 
what it means to be free, 

“Today, we have to show the world that the Indlan 
soldiers know not only how to smash the fascists and li- 
berate other countries, but also how lo fight 
own oppressors and liberate their own country. 

This speech was received with cheers. A sepoy rose to 
thank the ratings. 

“On behalf of my comrades,” he said, “I thank you all 
for the excellent reception you have given us. We assure 
you that we shall stand by you lo the last, whatever hap- 
Pens, You must not surrender. The fight must be fought 
to the finish. 

“We shall do our bes! lo carry out the task you have 
allotted to us. We shall send our messengers to other units, 
to preach revolt, We shall try to get more men to join the 
strike, so that we can launch the final battle for the libera- 
tion of our country.” 

Jt was 9 p.m. when the meeting broke up. The sepoys 
got ready lo march back. Bul how could that be allowed? 
The ratings immediately invited them to use their trucks, 
After all, it was all theirs now. Those who knew how to 
drive volu::teered lo lake them back to their camp. 

Amid shouts of “Jai Hind” and “Inquilab Zindabad” the 
sepoys left, 

This visit of the scpoys from Kurla cheered up the 
ratings a lot. Thes felt again that they were not alone, It 
seemed obvious to them now that more and more units of 
the three Services would join up and this would lead to a 
great revolt. They also expected the Brilish offensive to 
increase as well. 

The leading ratings of the camp got together to discuss 
the situation and plan a defence of the establishment if the 
British should attack. It was decided that they would break 
open the armoury and post a guard over it. Thus they would 


A LONE DATTLE 81 


what they realised fully well was that the NCSC had sur- 
rendered not lo the brute force of the British but to the 
People. Hence they were not prepared (o undergo this sense. 
loss surrender ceremony. 

Again the bugle was sounded. Again the ratings refused 
to move, In exasperation the CO shouted at them to sland 
up and go through the surrender ceremony. But nobody 
bothered to Jisten to him, They remained sitting. 

The CO now ordered the HORs lo gel ready to open 
fire. Even this threal had no effecl. There was nol a move. 
ment among the ratings, It seemed that they were prepared 
to lay down their lives for their cause. . 

The CO ordered the BORs to make a bayonet charge. 
Now the ratings stood up, but that was all, They would not 
move an inch. 

‘The CO gave the order: “Fall in by Divisions!” 

There was complete silence. Not a man moved. The CO 
repealed his order but to no effect. Thrice he thundered al 
the ratings. There was no response. 

Finally, once again, the BORs rushed at them with 
bayonets and sorted them out into divisions. A roll call was 
now (aken. All but 500, who remained stubbornly silent, 
replied, They were arrested bul were released the next 
morning. 

Though the strike was thus broken at bayonel-point, 
work did not slart immediately. Tactfully, the CO declared 
the next day a holiday, The ratings moved round the bar- 
racks: with heavy hearts. Everyone wore a gloomy look: 
They did not even speak lo one another. They realised that 
resislance’was now useless so there was no point in discuss- 
ing on what they could do. The subject had better nol be 
discussed at all. 


Next morning, February 26, the bugle bounded again, 
as sual, for oma parade, Slowly the men trickled on 
to the parade ground. Here a surprise awaited them. 

Twenty-three ratings were picked out a5 ring-leadera. 
In two batches of twelve and eleven they were taken away 
from the parade ground. No explanations were offered. They 
were asked to pack thelr kit and carried awny in differen 
lorries. 
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they moved about the barracks. They spoke liltle and, when 
they did, in sharp tones, of dlegust and anger. 

The night passed in anxiety. What had heppened? If 
they could only find out the truth. 


February 24. Again, after midday, a signal was circulat- 
ed saying thal if the ratings did not come on parade by 
four in the afternoon, British troops would be called and 
they would be taken to the parade ground by force. Thus 
the war of nerves against the ratings was pressed forward. 

The signal passed from hand to hand but they all stayed 
where Lhey were, silent and sulky. The threat seemed to 
have no effect at all, Just before four they quietly entered 
their barracks and decided to remain inside, This time 
there was no planning, no discussion, no directions from the 
leading ratings. But they moved like one. 

The CO came round the barracks. He saw the veran- 
das deserted. Peeping into the room he saw the ratings 
sitling quietly there. Not a sound did they make. But anger 
was wril large on their faces, a fulile anger at their in- 
ability to do anything. 

The CO knew that he alone would not be able to handle 
this barrel of gunpowder. He dared not approach them him- 
self, British military guards were wailing a little distance 
from the camp, He ordered them to come over and take 
charge. 

Al five, the British troops marched into the camp. They 
were armed with riffes wilh fixed bayonets and light ma- 
chine guns. Quietly they surrounded the barracks and asked 
the ratings to come out and surrender. There was not a 
a sound from inside. Once more the British tommies out- 
side barked the orders. But who cared. The ratings were 
determined not to leave their barracks. 

Now they rushed inside and pricked a few ratings with 
their bayonets, hustling them out of the barracks. Seeing 
their comrades in trouble, the others immediately rushed 
out into the open. Now they decided to follow a new course. 
They quietly came to the parade ground and sal down 
there. They simply refused to get up. 

The bugle was sounded for the surrender ceremony. 
‘The black flag wag to be hoisted but not a single rating 
stood up. They knew by then that the struggle was over but 


Chapter Eight 
BATTLE ON THE ‘HINDUSTAN’ 


‘T WE news of the RIN strike at Bombay first reached Karachi 
on the afternoon of February 19, 

There were (wo RIN ships in the harbour, HMIS Hindu- 
stan and HMIS Travancore. The shore establishments, HMIS. 
Bahadur, Himataya and Chamak were in Manora island, 
The Bahadur was the boys? Uraining centre. 


At the Chamak, the CO was an Indian officer, Lt. Com- 
mander Chatterji, As soon as he received the news of the 
strike, he called a meeting of all the ratings and told them 
in detail what had happened, The ratings listened atlen- 
lively to the whole story, Finally, Commander Chatlerji 
said: “Now, you must understand that this is only a local 
affair. The strike on the Tatwar and of the other ratings of 
Bombay has nothing to do with you. Here you do not get 
abuses flung at you and as-for the demand for an Indian 
Commanding Officer, you have already yot one. So you have 
ho reason to complain and no reason lo go on strike.” 

In spite of the speech by the CO, the ratings spent a 
very agitated day. ‘They instinctively felt that they should 
do something to help their brothers at Bombay. It was not 
quite true thal they had no reason to complain. They had 
quite a number of grievances which were similar to those 
of the other ratings. 7 

The day, however, passed without incident, In the even- 
ing, the ralings from the Himalaya and the Bahadur arrived 
nt the Chamak, They also had heard the news and were 
very excited. Something had to be done. Here was a chance 
for jointly fighting against all the injustices they had eo 
long borne silently. 

‘A secrel meeting was held al the Chamak st 9 p.m. 
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Their destinalion was unknown. The others gathered 
round them as they left. It was a sad parting, The ratings 
looked on silently. The prisoners shouted as the lorries 
moved out of the gates: “Goodbye Akbar. Jai Hind!” There 
was no response; the rest of the ratings bid them a silent 
farewell. Their lone battle was finally over, 
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_ The ratings were nol much moved by this speech. They 
quietly placed their list of demands before him and specially 
stressed the fact that they were discontented with the 
behaviour of the First Lieutenant who conslantly used 
insulting language towards them. 

The Captain, however, was not willing to accept de- 
mands presented to him in this manner and left them with 
the ullimatum that nothing would be considered unless 
they got hack to work. 

The ratings tao were adamant. They refused to work 
unless their demands were met. The ship could nol sail. 
No work was done, bul peace prevailed. 

In the meantime the Trarancore too had struck and the 
news had spread to the shore establishments. 


The Bahadur ralings were already in a very exclted 
slate of mind. They heard that the strike hed started al- 
ready on the ships. This news added {o the general excile- 
ment but the immediale incident which caused the strike 
was Une issue of rotlen atta in the morning. The ratings 
were now beyond control. They demonstrated on (he parade 
ground when the colours were being hoisted and jeered and 
shouted slogans. Thus the strike began al the Bahadur. 


The Chamak and Himalaya were stil] unaffected, but 
the tension was great. The whole day passed in Indecision 
and anxiely. What were they to do? What action could they 
take which would be acceplable to all and yet be effective 
enough to force the authorities to yield to thelr demands? « 
The ships were already on strike and the Bahadur too; 
would they remain away from the battle that was growing? 
Doubts assailed them and they wavered. » 

Again that night there was @ secret meeling at the 
Chamak, Some ratings from the Himalaya also attended. 
After hours of discussion, it was finally decided that they 
should also come out from the next morning. A charter 
of demands was drawn up and a programme of action pre- 
pared. No officer got to know of this secret meeting. Steal- 
thily the valings departed to thelr barracks aller the meet- 


ing was over. 


February 21. It was Karacni's D-day. Just at breakfext- 
time the Bahadur ratings heard that the other two shore 
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about it. The general feeling was one of walt and ae 


On the ships, however, things m 
Hindustan was due to sail in the morning, When ie ate 
got the news of the strike, they immedialely decided D 
start their struggle the very next morning. They felt that 
once they were on the high seas they would be completely 
helpless and isolated; while in port they were sure to get 
the support of the ratings on shore, Moreover they had their 
own grievances too. Their First Lieutenant was a notorious 
person for abuse and ill-treatment of the men. 

That night they met secretly and drew up their list ef 
demands and decided that before the ship set sail next 
morning a batch of them would demonstrale, declare a 
strike and present their demands to the CO. In their list of 
demands they included the removal of the unpopular First 
Licutenant. 


On HMIS Travancore loo there was great excitement. 
After long discussions they too decided (o go on strike from 
the next morning. Quite a number of the ratings however 
did not quile like the idea. But, finally, they were persuad- 
ed when all agreed to remain peaceful and not to give way 
to violent demonstrations. It was only to be a disciplined, 
«lignified and organised protest. 


February 20, The morning seemed calm and quiet in 
Karachi harbour. But suddenly eleven men from HMIS 
Hindustan broke ship and came out on the jetty. For two 
hours they demonstrated in front of the ship, shouling slo- 
gans and raising the demand that their grievances be re- 
dressed. In the meantime the entire ship had stopped work. 

The Captain finally managed to get the ship’s compare, 
together and addressed them. He stressed the need. of a 
cipline and rebuked them for their “undignif a : 
indisciplined” behaviour. He also wanted to ria nen 
their grievances were and why they hed taken this sus 5 


drastic step. 
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released the prisoners from the cells and, with all the rat- 
ings from the Himataya, came back to the Chamak, 

The leading ratings now organised a meeting to discuss 
their plan of action. It was decided thal they should take a 
peaceful procession to the city. In order to get to the main. 
land from Manora island to Karachi, they divided them- 
selves into two groups. About 400 marched lo the Himalaya. 
and 200 to the Bahadur. Those who went lo the Bahadur 
could not find any motorboats so they lowered the ordinary 
sniting boats und prepared to cross over, From the Himalaya 


the ratings managed to get hold of landing-craft and quickly 
skimmed across the water. 


In the meantime things had been moving fast round 
the Hindustan. In the morning, the army authorities had 
brought up lwo platoons (about 60 men) of the Baluch Re- 

ent. They were ordered to board {Ke Hindustan. They 
had heard thal the ratings were on strike and refused lo go 
into action against them. 

The General was informed. He promptly decided lo 
send two platoons of Gurkhas from the 2nd Battalion of the 
977 Indian Parachute Brigade. “They are the most depend- 
able (roops and fine fighters,” he said, 

The General was wrong. The Gurkhas 100 refused to 
attack their own brothers. 

Now Brilish troops were brought in. It was about ten- 
thirly when two platoons of the Black Watch Regiment ap- 
peared on the jelly alongside the Hindustan, 

‘The ratings from Manora island had also been followed 
by some mililary in a boat. When the landing-craft neared 
the jetty they realised that something was afoot, so, in- 
stead of Innding, they made straight for the Hindustan. Two 
batches managed to get in, The third was prevented and 

ted by the military. 

a are Were now 600 ratings on the Hindustan, The 
men ordered all the officers except the doctor to leave the 
ship. The Captain at first refused, Finally he saw that he 
had no alternative, While going down, however, he fired @ 
m his revolver. 

alate was a signal for the British troops to attack. They 
attempted to board the ship. The ratings “hastily pal up 8 
big notice: : ; 

“gp YOU WANT TO SAVE YOUR LIVES, DO NOT COME UP. 
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establishments had also joined the strike. They were so 
elated that they decided that the time for action had come. 
They rushed out onto the parade ground, tore down the 
White Ensign and immediately set fire to it. Next they rush- 
ed towards the Guard Room. The Exccutive Officer who 
had rushed out on hearing the noise tried to prevent them. 
He was unceremoniously pushed aside. 

On reaching the Guard Room they broke open the cells 
and released the prisoners. From there they went straight 
to the Regulating Office, pulled out all the files containing 
the punishment records and destroyed them. After this 
their urge for destruction inside their own barracks seemed 
to have been satisfied. 

They got together and marched towards the Chamak. 
On the way they raided the High Angle School and lowered 
the British Flag. The guards of the HAS joined them. Here 
they picked up lathis and, with anger in their eyes, they 
marched on towards the Chamak. They were bent on get- 
ting all forces together to destroy every single symbol of 
British rule. 


At the Chamak everything was peaceful, The ratings 
had refused to go on parade in the morning in spite of the 
personal intervention of the Duty Officer. But the sudden 
entry of the Bahadur ratings at about 10 a.m. changed the 
whole atmosphere. : 

The Bahadur b wanted tu destroy the Radar School. 
The Chamak ratings intervened. No destruction would be 
allowed here. They t remain disciplined and orderly. 

“Do not destroy this costly equipment,” they said. “It 
is all ours. When we throw out these hated foreigners and 
establish our own national government, they will be of use 
to us." 

This satisfied the over-enthusiastic young boys from the 
Bahadur. They however promptly took down the White 
Ensign. As they «id so an officer rushed out with another 
flag. The boys charged at im. The CO pulled the officer 
back and told him not to behave in a manner which would 
Provoke an ugly situation. 

Just after this someone pointed towards the Himalaya 
and said: 

“Look, there is another of those hated flags.” 

Like a storm they rushed there, took down the flag, 
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meeting beyond a resolution demanding the immediate 
withdrawal of British troops. 

Jn the ships and the shore establishments the night 
passed peacefully. On the Hindustan scarcely anybody 
slept. They were anxiausly wailing for the dawn, wondering 
what was going to happen next. When would the Britlsh 
attack again? They were, however, determined to fight as 
long as they could. In the meantime they had recelved in- 
structions from the Narbeda to resist if atlacked. They had 
also heard Lhat the ratings in Castle Barracks were Aghting 
a fierce baltle. This gave them strength, 

‘Throughout the night the British military were actlve. 
Midnight conferences were held between the local Naval 
and Army authorities, Finally the plan of assault was made 
out. Men of the 23 and 159 Regiments, Royal Artillery wera 
called out. 25-pounder and 75-millimetre guns were placed 
in strategic positions all round the wharf. 3” mortars were 
also brought up. The whole area was cordoned off by Bri- 
tish lroops. The wharf was completely surrounded. The 
Embarkation Ieadquarters had already been cleared of the 
men who had gone on strike there. 

Round the shore establishments too there was a lot of 
activity. The armoury of the Himalaya was eriptied during 
the night and all arms and ammunition were carried away 
lo some unknown destination. Only the heavy guns, which 
could not be moved, were left behind. The High Angle 
School, where high angle firing was taught and where there 
were many guns, was occupied by British troops. 


February 22 opened with British preparations for a 
final offensive complete. British troops were posted in the 
neighbourhood of the shore eslablishments to prevent the 
ralings from getting together. Thus the Hindustan was 
effectively isolated from all sides. An ultimatum was sent 
to the ralings calling upon them to surrender unconditionally 
or face the consequences of a full-scale atlack. 

‘The Hindustan replied that they were not prepared to. 
tolerate such insolent ultimatums and gol ready to fight. 
They said, however, that they would remain peaceful If they 

ere not atlacked. j 
y Soon the ebb tide began and the level of the Hindusten 
gradually fell. When she had reached the lowest level, at 
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The tommies realised that there would be Opposition 
and stopped. Within a few minutes, however, they opened 
up with their light machine-guns, 

The Hindustan promplly fired back and forced the Bri- 
lish soldiers to disperse, 

For a few minutes there was a tense silence. 

Suddenly, British Lroops appeared again. They had 
mounted on to the roof of the Embarkation Headquarters 
and had now taken cover behind sandbags. They opened fire 
again. This time they hit the mark. Two ratings fell dead. 
One of them was a mere lad of sixteen. 

Down below, near the jelly, were gathered the port 
workers. With wonder-struck eyes they followed this ex- 
change of shots, They had heard that the boys in the Navy 
had struck work, like Lhem, for the redressal of their griev- 
ances. They had also heard that in Bombay too a similar 
fight was going on. Bul they were afraid for the boys, 

They whispered among themselves: “They will kill the 
boys. We wish we had arms and we could teach the gore 
chamre waton (whiteskins] a lesson.” 

The Hindustan opened up with her 4” guns. Four sal- 
voes were fired within ten minutes, The whole place shook. 
The brave white soldiers had had enough for the day. They 
retired. From lhe docks below came cheers from the 
workers. 

Those ratings from the Bahadur jetty who had been 
trying to yet across to Karachi in country-craft were con- 
siderably delayvd by the firing. It was rather late when 
they finally managed 10 reach Karachi. Their procession 
{oo came to nothing, They were stopped by British troopa 
on the road to Dulton Market. 

It had been decided that they were to remain peaceful; 
moreover, they were not even armed. So they decided to 
turn back. They returned to Manora island at about 2 p.m. 
By this time the ratings who had gone to lhe Hindustan had 
Iso relurned. 
ig ° everyone was highly agitated at the sudden turn of 
events, They renlised that the military authorities were 
taking no chances and were out to crush them mercilessly. 
In the evening they held a general meeling of all the rat- 
ings of the shore eslablishments to determine their course 
of action. Nothing very much emerged, however, from the 
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In the evening a battalion of British Paralroopers oc- 
cupicd Manora island and surrounded the establishments, 
For eighteen days they remained and all the ratings were 
virtually under arrest. 


Thus ended the great Naval slrike at Karact 
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about 10:30 a.m., the British troops suddenly opened fire 
with all thelr weapons. 

1 was a very critical situation. The ratings on the 
Hindustan knew that with the Igw level of the ship they 
could not hit back effectively, but they decided to fight back 
as long as they could, In face of the heavy machine-gun and 
mortar fire, the gun crews could scarcely approach the guns. 
Those who dared could not elevate their guns sufficiently, 
because of the low tide. to bring them on lo the target. They 
were handicapped in every way. 

What was more, they were afraid that if thelr shots 
went wide there was danger of their hitting the neighbour- 
ing village of Keamari, a working-class stronghold, 

Still. they fired back, as best as they could. Two of their 
shells landed close to the General's Office. The old General 
and his staff had to spend a panicky hour inside trenches. 

For twenty-five minutes the uncqual battle continued, 
but it was impossible lo continue it much longer. Six of the 
ralings had been killed, about thirty were wounded, their 
shots were going wide, I would have been suicide to con- 
Uinue. They decided to surrender. 

With bullets still flying all round, a brave young rat- 
ing, a mere boy. went up on the bridge with a while flag. 
For a moment the firing stopped, but the gunners were or- 
dered to fire again. A 75-millimetre shell hit the boy with 
the’ white flag. 

Thus the brave resistance of the Hindustan came to an 
end as the ratings gathered, round the fragments of the body 
of the young martyr. 

‘The British gunners went back saying: “What a heroic 
resistance: They are heroes and nol criminals. It was a dirty 
job we had. Why did the officer have to blow up that little 
boy? It was shameful.” 

In Kesmari, the workers whispered: “The poor boys. 
Why did they surrender? Why did they lay down their 
weapons? Were they afraid thal they would hurt us? What 
of thal! They should have fought to the last. They should 
not have surrendered.” 

Tears rolled down their furrowed faces. 

British Lroops now occupied the Hindustan. The leading 
raLings were arrested and removed to Malir Camp thal very 
afternoon. 
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As in Bombay, feelings ran high and the ratings in. 
slinclively felt that they were fighting not only for their 
own demands but also giving expression to their urge for 
the freedom of their country. One rating said to a Pressman: 
“fhe pent-up discontent of the RIN ratings against the 
British atrocities that are being perpetrated all over Ine 
hus found expression at lastin these slrikes at Bombay, 
Karachi, Madras, Caleutla and elsewhere. Our fight is not 
merely a fight for bread. It is also a fight for freedom.” 
The news of the surrender at Bombay and Karachi 
reached Calculta on the evening of the 23rd. IL was com- 


municated to the slrikers but they were determined to con. 
linue their own strike. 


February 24. At 10 am. the ratings assembled again. 
After a few specches expressing their determination to 
continue the sirugple Ull their demands were fulfilled, they 
passed the following resolution: 


“1. We shall continue our strike till the fulfilment of 
our demands. 

“2. The FOCRIN and the so-called senior officers of 
lhe British Government have threatened to destroy the 
Indian Navy. May we ask them to whom does the Navy 
belong? This is the Indian Navy. It is a natlonal force. The 
present Government has no right lo pass a sentence on it, 
When a National Government is established the Navy will 
become its responsibility. It must be clearly understood that 
we surrendered our lives to the hands of the Government 
when we joined the service’ for the defence of our country. 
To live on the same level as other races Is our birthright. 
We are prepared to sacrifice our lives for the realisation of 
this right, We request Mr. Attlee not to Interfere in this 
matter. We have got our national leaders for that purpose, 
The present Government must quit the Indian pol 
scene, ‘ iB 

"3, We wish to remind the Government of Indla agal 
that these threats will only spread the discontent through. 
out the armed forces. 

"4. We express our deepest regard ogra oe 
who gave their lives al ‘Bombay and th: paopl 
thelr support. . 
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Tie RIN strike was not confined o Bombay and Karachi 
alone, though these two were the maln centres. of fierce 
battles and heroic resistance. Within a day or two of the 
strike breaking out in Bombay it had spread to practically 
every shore establishment and ship of the RIN in India and 
even abroad. : 


Calcutta 


In Calculla the strike lasted for seven days, continu- 
ing even after the surrender at Bombay. 

There was only one ship in the Port of Caleutte at thal 
time. There was of course the shore establishment, HMIS 
Hooghly, where the strike began. It was on the morning of 
February 19 that they first got the news of the strike at 
Bombay. Inmediately they decided to come out too, 

Hurried activity in the morning, discussions, arguments 
and decisions made. A Strike Committee was promptly 
elected and conlact established with the ships in port, 

‘The rext day passed in gutting all the ratings together. 
Even the WRINS (Women's RIN Service), took part in the 
strike. They did a wonderful job going round to people who 
could nol make up their minds, persuading them to main- 
lain solidarity and join the ; Indeed, these girls ployed 
most heroic rele duriry those hectic days. 

On the 22nd morning a mass meeting of more than 500 
ratings was held. This was tn jo gainsl the threaten. 
ing statemen( issued by tc POUKIN the previous day. 
Speaker after speaker rose to give expression to his con- 
demnation of this senseless threat and demanded its with. 
drawal as a pre-condilion to surrender talks. 
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motorboals and came ashore, When alll were gathered to- 


gether on the shore they marched out in a procession to the 
city, waving Congress and League flags in front of them and 
shouting revolutionary slogans, Uilimately they were 
rounded up by the military and confined In a camp. 


Cochin 


The Cochin harbour was full of RN ships, At 
establishment, HMIS Venduruthy, the news of the stele 
reached only on the 22nd, The ratings immediately declared 
a hunger-strike. Later in the day, HMIS Baroda, a mine 
sweeper, arrived from Colombo. Contact was established 
between the two ships and they jointly continued the strike. 

On the 22nd a meeting was held on 
It was very disciplined and orderly. In the midst of loud 
slogans the ratings condemned the British military ectlon 
against Caslle Barracks and demanded the withdrawal of 
the threatening statement by the FOCRIN. 

The ratings, however, quietly went back to work on 
receipt of news that the Bombay ralings had surrendered. 


Jamnagar 


The Naval strike spread even to establishments in the 
states. HMIS Valsura is a shore establishment at Jamnagar 
in Kathiawar. IU was the torpedo training school of the RIN, 
There were some 326 ratings there, quite a number of whom 
were educated and had some amount of technical training. 
The news of the strike at Bombay came through on 

February 19. ‘The immediate reaction was that something 
should be done but, when they got down to discuss the de- 
tails, great difficulties arose, A large number of the ratings 
were politically conscious and had definite party leaning 
The political groups began to pull one against Ae of af 
was obvious to everyone thal unless they were unit d md 
was no point in starting a struggle. For two days intermit 

iscussions continued. i 
ae Finally, ‘on the afternoon of the 2ist. a deputation 
the ratings appealed to the CO to & send @ Maer va 
Talwar expressing the sympathy of the ratings 

ith their struggle. The CO, a . 
rere early after, thal evening, they heard Godfrey's 
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“5. We appeal to cur colleagues and the people to con- 
tinue the struggle.” 


That night the authorities struck. At 8 p.m. armed sol- 
diers surrounded the camp near Behala. 


February 25. The morning found the whole area brist- 
}ing with mililary, Hundreds of soldiers with fixed bayonets 
Were ail round the camp. Lorried infantry constantly pate 
rolled the area with their rifles and machine-guns at the 
ready. The ratings were virtually imprisoned in the camp. 

For another day the situation remained unchanged, This 
Stage of siege continued. Finally, isolated from each 
other, vastly outnumbered and unarmed, the ralings could 
nol continue the struggle any longer and late on the 28th 
they surrendered, : 


Madras 


Al Madras there were no ships in the port and the 
whole Naval base, HMIS Adyar, was affected by the strike, 
Here the strike was reatly a sympathetic one only and lasted 
for a day. 

When full details of the strike at Bombay were recej 
ed. the ratings decided lo express their sympathy and soli. 
darity. They broke barracks and marched out into the city 
in a huge procession. Carrying Congress and League flags 
‘y slogans they marched round 
» expressing their defiance of the authorilies and their 
solidarity with the ratings of Bombay and Karachi, 


Vizagapatam 


The ships affected here were MIS Sonavati, Akmeda- 
bad, Shillong and the HDMC Flotilla. 

The strike began first in the Navat Base. When the rat- 
ings heard the news of the happenings in Bombay they 
banded logether and decided lo join the ght. The first 
expression of the decision was the pulling down of the 
White Ensign. 

The men Uren rushed out of the barracks and raided 
the jetty. From here they called upon the ratings on the 
Sonavati and Ahmedabad to join them. They selzed a few 
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Fatings they could not make out a case against many peo- 
ple, so they picked up three, ‘appointed’ them leaders of 
the strike and sent them up for court-martial. 


Delhi 


HMIS India, at New Delhi, was a very small establish 
ment, containing mainly signal and other ratings con- 
nected with NHQ. They too struck work and peacefully 
demonstrated their solidarity with their brothers all over 
India. 
e 
Overseas 


Indian ratings overseas also responded spontaneously 
to the call of their brothers al home, At Aden, forty-eight 
ralings left the station and went on a hunger-strike in 
sympathy with their fellow-ratings at Bombay. It was 
a silent and disciplined protest. 

In the Andamans, seven ships of the 37th Minesweep- 
ing Flotilla were affected—Rohitkhand, Deccan, Bengal, 
Carnatic, Bihar, Kistna and Baluchistan. 

The total number of ships affected all over India and 
abroad were seventy-eight and the number of shore 
establishments, \wenly, Indeed, for two days at least, the 
slrike was practically complete, alfecting over 20,000 rat- 
ings and a number of Indian officers as well, 
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morning they refused to go to work but remained ce. 
fully in the barracks, They, however, pulled down te 
White Ensign and hoisted the Congress, League and Red 


The authorities also acted quite promptly. They posted 
police and military guards round the whole camp, prevent- 
ing the ratings from going out or coming in. 

This provoked the men into further action and, on the 
23rd, they declared a hunger-strike. They had been contl- 
nually demanding of the CO that he should broadcast their 
message of sympathy to all ships and establishments, With 
the hunger-strike, the situation became serious and the CO 
agreed lo the demand of the ratings. Shortly after, came 
the news of the intervention of Sardar Patel. The ratings 
were enraged. In a moment. all potitical differences were 
forgollen. The joint struggle for the last two days had 
dispelled mutual suspicions and brought them together. 
Unanimously, they declared formally to withdraw their alle 
giance to the Congress and the League, who had not come 
out to support their struggle. 

The — Conzress and Teague Flags were pulled down 
U.c Red Plag was kept flying. “After all,” they 
Communist Party is the only political organisa- 
tion which stood by us from the beginning.” 

Three jwurs later came the news of the surrender. 

Now il was all over, They saw that there was no point 
in continuing a lone battle but they were very bitler and 
disappointed. Ultimately, after long discussion, they too 
decided te surrender. 

Viclimisation followed and seven men were arrested 
as ting-lewders. Tha ratings were tortured to get them to 
mention te names of their leaders, They maintained that 
they were all leaders. Fi ‘icurs they were made to sit in 
the svavching via with 4. cover over their heads to force 
them iv betray the:: leaders :-ut not a man spoke a word. 
They continued to main! that they were all leaders. 

Finally, the authorities had to choose some them- 
selves. They knew that unless they got the help of the 
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conditions in Une whole of the RIN, We must al least stand 
behind them.” 


Another spoke, explaining the real cause of the strike. 
He recalled the number of times they had suffered huml- 
liations al the hands of their while officers and gave 
conercte examples of their grievances about inadequate 
pay, bad fuvd and ill treatment. 

“It was ts fight against these injustices,” he said, “that 
the Talwer ratings have gone on strike. Al the moment 
we have got no details of what has actually happened. It 
aw primary task to follow the news on the wireless 
garofully and do what the other ships and establishments 
do. 

Now some light was dawning on the ratings. They 
began lo realise what it was all about. But still they were 
not sure as to what they should do, What did a strike 
mean after all? What were they expected to do? These 
questions still remained unanswered. Most of the ratings 
were of the opinion that as they could not yet make up 
their minds what to do, the decision should be postponed. 
In the meantime they could talk it over among themselves 
and think about the steps (hat they should take. 

Nobody slept that night. They all felt that they were 
face lo face with o crisis (hat they had never known before, 
Individually and in groups, they all tried to grasp the 
siluation and decide upon a course of action, 

Those who had been able to make up thelr minds 
started an explanatory campaign. All had to be won over 
lo one course of aclion and something had to be done. 
They tried to explain to their comrades what was al stake. 
A Pathan rating was itching for a fight. He was the most 
active. He first went to his own countrymen and vio~ 
lently argued with them for a long time. It wos a Aght 
he explained, a fight against those who had insulted them. 
Could a Pathan take insults lying down? 

Everywhere there was great excitement and an ardent 
desire to understand what all this meant. Gradually, one 
idea began to dawn on thelr minds: They were geting 
ready to fight. 

One of the leading ratings got the Communications 
staff together and asked them lo follow the news carefully. 
They were warned not lo say anything to the others. The 
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Own February 18 there was one Indian Navy ship at 
Colombo, HMIS Baroda, a minesweeper. It was due to 
leave for Bombay the next morning. Everyone on the 
ship was busy preparing for departure., 

At 9:30 p.m. one of the Communication ratings hav- 
ing nothing special to do, turned his wireless set to the BBC 
to listen to the news. He heard that the ratings of HMIS 
Talwar at Bombay had gone on strike. 

He immediately rushed to his comrades and gave them 
the news. From lip to lip the news passed: “Talwar on strike,” 

To some the word conveyed no sense, they did not 
even know what the word meant. Two of the leading rat- 
ings immediately contacted the few polilically-conscious 
men on the ship to discuss the situation. They explained 
to the others why such a strike had taken place and the 
Necessity lo support their comrades, After all the Talwar 
boys were really fighting against the oppression and 
tyranny from which they had all been suffering so long. 

At eleven, a secret meeting was arranged, attended ‘by 
seventy-five of the one hundred ratings on’ board. The 
Petty Officers stay! away and were not eveh informed. 
Only one of them knew what was Going on, but éven (hough 
he had no sympathy for the meve, he did not dare to in- 
form the officers because he was afraid of the ratings. 

Two of the leading ratings who had taken the inltla- 
tive in calling the meeting addressed the gathering, One 
of them said: . 

| A strike In one establishment of the RIN means a 
fight for all of us. The ratings of the Talwar are not only 
fighting for themselves but for ell of us, They are fight. 
ing to end the rule of tyranny, racial discrimination and bad 
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repair it themselves. In any case the officer had no right 
to take away their radio sel. 

So there they sat, those who had no other work to do. 
The wiroless was kept on continuously and news bulletins 
poured oul at regular intervals, The midday news 
bulletin brought them the news that the strike had spread 
to all ships and establishments in Bombay. The ratings 
were very exciled and wanted to go on strike immediately. 
‘They were however persuaded not to do anything rash. 

They agreed to postpone the strike, but refused to do 
any extra work. The cooks refused to cook for the off. 
cers and they had to cook their own meals, 

At 7 p.m. came a signal from NHQ ordering European 
officers to abandon ships. There were two British officers 
on board, ‘They became very panicky. ‘They did not know 
whal lo do. The ship was in mid-sea, there was nowhere 
they could go. so hey went up into the Captain's cabin, 
armed themselves with fully-loaded revolvers and never 
came down again. 

The three Indian officers were rather amused at the 
turn of events and laughed quite openly. But they stayed 
away from the men, not even speaking to them. They too 
were ofraid. Lt. Rashid, the gunnery officer, had taken 
care to lock up the magazine and conveniently lose the 
keys as was revealed when some ratings asked him for 
them lo enable them to clean the weapons. 

In the evening a signal was received from the Narbada 
uiving them the latest report on the strike situation at 
Bombay. 

During the night the ratings decided to’ keep them- 
selves ready for any eventualilies. To them the locking 
up of the magazine was nol without significance. They 
decided to gel instruments ready to open the magazine If 
there was any necessity lo fight. Hack-saws, hammers and 
chisels were collected and kept handy. 


February 20. The ship calmly sailed across the walers, 
towards Bombay. There was no further trouble but a 
tense almosphere prevailed on board. There were no 
parades, the ratings carried out thelr normal duties, thase 
Who bad nothing specific (o do just eat aboul and discussed 
the Intest news about the strike, Signals kept pouring 
in from the Narbade giving them the latest reports, 
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situation was now so delicate thal any news might excite 
the ratings and lead to premature action. 

- In the early hours of the morning some of the ratings 
met In a conference. It was now certain thal all the men 
on board were ready for action so the situation had to be 
discussed and a proper programme drawn up. 

The problems were many. The ship was due lo sail. 
If It did actually sail, could they start a struggle on the 
high seas? They all agreed that it would be foolish to do 
60, As il was, they did not have enough rations or water 
to last them their trip to Bombay. If the officers scented 
any trouble they would certainly try to starve them into 
submission. 

If the sailing orders were not cancelled they would 
have to wait till they reached some port. Then they could 
go on strike. If, however, the ship did nol set sail they 
could meet again and decide what steps to take. 

This decision was circulated to all the ratings. 
ay dawned it became evident {o the ratings that the 
- officers had no intention of cancelling the sailing orders, 

They also saw that the officers did not arrange for more 
rations or waler. The officers probably thought that if there 
was any trouble, il would help them to lide it over to slarve 
the men. 

At 9:30 am. the ship set sail Everything seemed 
Normal but the mood of the ralings found expression in 
the fact that they clid not put up the White Ensign when 
they set sail. This was an tion to the officers that 
all was not well but (hey thought it prudent to ignore it. 
They, however, wanted lo keep the news of the develop. 
ment of the RIN strike elsewhere from the ratings, so they 
quietly removed te wireless set from the mess deck to the 
First Lieutenant's cabin. 

According to Standing Orders men were not normally 
Permilted lo enter officers’ cabins. But when the ratings 
discovered that the radio liad been removed they went 
in a body to the First Lieutenant's cabin to listen to it. 

The officer threalened them with severe punishment 
for breaking Standing Orders. The men were not in the 
least disturbed; Lhey calmly demanded that the radio should 
be returned to them. The First Lieutenant said that he 
had brought the wireless set to his cabin lo repair it. Even 
that could not put off the men. They said that they could 
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duties had been abandoned the ratings just ignored the 
order. 

As there had been generally no disturbance of peace 
on board the Captain had expected to present a very 
orderly ship and thus get credit for having maintained 
order and discipline. Now he was afraid that he would 
get into trouble with the authorities, 

At three, the NOIC and Area Commander arrived with’ 
their party of officers. One of the British officers met 
them and took them straight to the Captain's cabin. The 
inspection had been abandoned. The Captain informed the 
Area Commander that all was well but that the men were 
not in a mood for inspections, 

An atmosphere of order and quiet was produced by 
the Indian officers obligingly playing the role of cooks and 
slewards in the officers’ mess, They had dressed them- 
selves up as ratings and even spoke to the Area Com- 
mander and the NOIC in Urdu. ‘ 

‘The Brigadier, however, insisted on having an inspec- 
tion. It would be bad for morale, he said, to abandon It, 
‘The First Licutenant rushed to the men lo plead with them 
to be good boys and lo get on parade. 

“For God's sake," he said, “come on parade and save 
(he Captain! So far all has been well. You have behaved 
well, Don’t let us down now. You will only get us into 
trouble.” 

All this had no effect whatsoever on the ratings. Thelr 
curl reply was: 

“We don’t care. The Area Commander can come here 
if he is so anxious te see us! 

So the Area Commander and his party had to leave 
without inspecting the ratings and without giving them a 
“savash” for having been so “disciplined”. From a distance 
he gave them an angry look and departed. 

In the meantime the messenger who had been sent to 
the city returned. He brought back inspiring stories of 
strikes and demonstrations in the city in support of the 
RIN strike. The workers of Cochin harbour had struck 
work, Everywhere there was tremendous enthusiasm 
among the people. The RIN ralings were looked upon a8 
great heroes of the freedom struggle. 

‘The men felt very elated. At seven that evening a 
meeting waa called of all the ratings to: discuss the latest 
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February 21. In the morning, a signal came from the 
Cin-C, Far Eastern Fleet, ordering the ship to proceed to 
Cochin instead of Bombay. The ratings Immediately felt 
that there must be some trouble al Bombay. But they 
did not mind where they went. As soon as they reached 
Port they were going to go on strike as sure as anything, 

Later in the day they received the news of the atteck 
on Castle Barracks and were considerably agilated. Their 
determination to fight became stronger, but the final in- 
cident that wiped out all vacillations and doubls was the 
broadcast of the FOCRIN. Godfrey's threat tg destroy the 
Navy helped the waverers to make up their minds and in- 
creased the determination of every single rating to fight 
a8 soon as they got the chance. 

The night passed quietly. 


At 10:30 in the morning they reached the entrance to 
Cochin harbour. The ship stopped there. Shortly after- 
wards the CO of the Venduruthy the Naval Base, arrived 
by boal. He seemed to be in a state of panic and had his 
whole family with him. Me watked straight to the Cap- 
lain’s cabin and spent nearly two hours there, 

‘The ratings at once realiseit that alt was not well at 
the Venduruthy, They anxiously waited to reach the 
harbour so that they could get news of what was happen- 
ing in Cochin, 

Al about 12:30, HMIS Baroda entered Cochin. The CO 
of the Venturithy went buck about half an hour Jater. 

By this time, for all Practical purposes, the ship was 
in the hands of . A strike was declared as soon 
as the ship w » the harbour, 
eslablisli contact -vith the Venduruthy and sent a mes- 


the ratings on the Vendurvthy were on hunger 
strike. They had also advised the Baroda ratings to do 
the same. He hast also heard that the workers inthe city 
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the ratings saw all the officers abandoning ship. One Indian 
officer, however, remained on board. 

Late in the day a signal came {rom the Narbada telling 
the ratings that the strike was over and that all ships and 
establishments in Bombay had surrendered. The ratings 
were disappointed and decided to continue their struggle 
alone. 

Gradually they began to realise that it would be use- 
less to, continue all by themselves. They also heard (hat 
the Venduruthy too had surrendered. But they were not 
Prepared ta go back lo work immediately. 

The officers returned in the evening at about five. The 
First Lieutenant ordered the ratings to fall in. They re- 
fused. The Captain came over and, realising that they 
were.not yet in a mood lo obey orders, decided not to pro- 
voke them. He addressed them just as they were, sitting 
in small groups scattered over the deck. 

"Do not cause further trouble,” he said, "if you remain 
quiet and get back lo work, there will be no trouble for 
you.” 

The ratings refused to go back to work and nothing 
more was said about it. The cooks, however, were per- 
mitted lo begin cooking for the officers. 


February 24. Everything went back to normal. The 
men started work again, rations were drawn and the ship 
set sail for Bombay. 
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strike altuation and the further gieps that required to be 
taken. Now that the doubts of the ratings had been re- 
Moved, they came forward with all sorts of suggestions In 
order to continue the struggle and to take it lo a higher 
pitch. 

The Venduruthy boys were on hunger-strike. Why 
should not they do the same? After all they had received 
@ message from ashore asking them to take such a step. 

The Pathans were, of course, very militant. They were 
anxious to fight and did not believe in hunger-strikes. One 
of them said: 

“Why should we go on hunger-sirikes? Whom does 
il hurt? Certainly not the British. It only hurts us. Let 
us eat, We must be fit to carry on our Aight. Let us take 
up arms and kill all these white bastards!” 

Others, however, were more balanced. They agreed 
with the Pathans that they should not go on hunger-strike. 
They should cat and continue the struggle and fight if Lhe 
British attacked them. It would be foolish to take the 
offensive. They were all alone and the whole harbour was 
full of well-armed RN ships. It would be suicidal to take 
on such stiff opposition. Why, they were not even ade. 
quately armed for such a fight. They had only one 12- 
Pounder and eight anti-aircraft guns. Of course they had 
plenty of small arms, bul that would nol be of much use 
against artillery 

Finally it ¥ agreed that Lhey would fight only if 
they were altacked. They knew thai it would be a suicidal 
fight but they could not surrender withoul a battle If 
attacked they would fight as long as they could. The 
Guestion of hunger-strike was considered but the decision 
on it was postponed, 

During the night there was hectic preparation for all 
eventualitics, The Communications ratings were asked to 
keep regular track of the strike news, Guards were posted 
watch the movements of the officers. The magazine was 
broken open and placed under guard. Every step wos 
taken lo meet any emergency that might arise. 


February 2J. The night had passed peacefull and 
there was no change in the situation in the morning” The 
feeling of tension and expectancy continued, more so when. 
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1. As the ship is due to leave port in the morning, we 
shall 9 on strike the moment she sets sal 
. We shall go straight to Bombay, without st 
anywhere. e Aral 
_ 4 Our demands will be submitted after consultation 
with the Central Strike Committee at Bombay. 


As day dawned, the ratings got busy with their normal 
work. ‘There was no sign of trouble anywhere. Some got 
busy cleaning the guns; the Communications ratings were 
in their office sendy d receiving messages; everywhere 
there was busy activity. The Captain went round the ship 
and was quite salisfied, 

AL regular intervals messages poured in from HMIS 
Narbada and other ships on strike. At the signal office they 
were carefully collected and passed on to the leading 
ratings. 

AU 10 a.m. the ship sel sail. The strike began at the 
same lime. Only those who had things to do in order 
lo keep the ship moving continued to work. Everything 
else, like ‘clean-ship’ and other duties, stopped. 

On the seamen’s deck they all galhered together to 
decide the next course of action. The latest situation was 
explained to all. A signal had been received from the 
Hindustan saying thal she had received an ullimatum to 
surrender and that she was going to fight. Everyone re- 
alised thal the situation was becoming grave. 

While they were discussing what lo do, another signal 
was received from the Hindustan saying (hat Aghting had 
broken out and (hat they were experiencing great diffi- 
caret iderably. They fei 

jis news upset the ratings considerably. ey 

dhe must Push to the rescue. What was the use 
of going to Bombay? There were many ships there. They 
were all helping each other. But at Karachi, the Hindu- 
stan was Layuged alone; she needed help; she had 
a asked for help. a 
seta uesions eame (0 an abrupt end and a quick decl- 
; Id go lo the help of the 
sion was taken. Yes, they would g desks 
Hindustan. Orders were given to clear the lower 
and oll the ratings fell in on the forecasti. | 

In the meantime, political and anti-British slogans 


appeared on the walls. Photographs of the national leaders 


Chapter Eleven 
IN AID OF THE DISTRESSED 


MAny an untold story of great heroism and remark- 
able initiative displayed by the ratings during the RIN 
strike remains buried behind the iron curtain that hides 
our so-called “silent service”, HMIS Kathiawad has such 
a story to tell. 

They were in a port in Morvi State, in Kathiawar when 
the ratings first heard the story of the RIN strike at Bom- 
bay. It was February 21, the historic day when the ratings 
in Bombay and Karachi took up arms to defend themselves 
against the attack of the British military, 

It was late in the afternoon when the news reached 
HMIS Kathiawad. The ralings were mostly out on ‘li- 
berly'. Those who were on board discussed the situation 
‘but could rot make up their minds as to the steps that 
should be taken. So they devided to Pposlpone the decision 
til the others returned. : 

By midniplt ali ratings were back on the ship. Some 
of them had aiseady heard of the strike at Bombay and the 
news of the fighting agitated them considerabiy. Some 
of them were so excited that they wanted to start sornething 
at once. ‘They were anxious to pull oul the British officers, 
set fire to tlags or do something desperate 1 give expres- 


help to plan out a proper programme. As they did m 
want {o rouse suspicion they continued their discussions 
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must 69 to Karachi. They went to the bridge and pre- 
sented an ultimatum to the Captain. 

“Either take us to Karachi or we take over complete 
control of the ship.” 

From down below came the deafening shouts of the 
other ratings, busy arming themselves. 

“Inguilab Zindabad!” .., “We are going to Karachi 
“Jai Hind!” .., “With our lives we shall defend our 
brothers!” ,., and so on, 

Shouting at the top of their voices. they menacingly 
rushed up to the bridge. The leading ratings stood between 
the officers und the infuriated ratings, Once more they 
asked the Captain to take them to Karachi, Again he 
refused. 

He looked at the angry faces of the armed ratings that 
surrounded him and pointed their rifles at him. “It seems,” 
he said, “that you will go to Karachi in spite of what I 
might say. You are even determined to use physical force. 
Well, nothing can deter me from my decision. Do what 
you like. Bul you must realise that you shall have to 
face the consequences.” 

‘We do not want to use force. All we want is lo go to 
Karachi, We assure you that if you take us there nothing 
will happen on the way, There will be no trouble at all. 
There is no time to waste, we must go to Karachi.” 

Once again he refused. 

“Well then,” one of the leading ratings said, “you had 
better retire into your ward-room with your officers, Do 
not dare to come out. You see how angry the ratings 
are. We'shall not be responsible for the consequences if 
you come out of the ward-room. From now on you have 
No command over the ship. We command HMIS Kathiawad.” 

The ratings cheered. Over the roar of the strong wind 
and the waves, rose the voices of the rating: 

“Inquilab Zindabad!” ... “On to Karacl 
Kathiawad is ours!” 

The Captain ordered all the officers to reti 
ward-room, Before going in himself he sai 

“One of you must come forward to lake charge of the 
ship, one of you who knows something about navigation. 
Then you can take her anywhere you like.” is 

“You get into your ward-room,” came the reply, “you. 
don’t have to bother about navigation. Don’t you realise 
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had also been pasted: In a few minutes the whole appear- 
ance of the ship had changed. 

‘The Captain was called from the bridge and asked lo 
face the assembled ratings and listen to their demands. He 
came, he saw, and he wondered. The peaceful almos- 
phere of the morning had disappeared, everywhere angry 
ratings frowned at him, fury in their eyes, He wanted to 
know why they had assembled like this in defiance of 
orders. What did they expect him to do? 

An angry murmur was all he heard for some time. 
Then one of them spoke: 

“You must take the ship to Karachi 

It was an order. The tables had turned completely. 
Now the ratings issued orders and the officers were ex- 
pected to obey. 

Tt must, however, be said to the credit of the Captain 
that he did not lose his nerve for a moment. Quietly he 
explained to them why he could not obey their order, 

“I cannot accept your demands,” he said. “Never in 
my whole career in the Service have I disobeved the orders 
of my superior officers. How can I do it today? Tam not 
going to do il. My orders are to Proceed to Bombay, on 
the way I have to louch at every port in Kathiawar and 
that is exactly what I am going to do.” 

The ratings were furious. This quiet lalk could not 
calm them down were not prepared to listen to 
what the Caplain was prepared to do. The ship was in 
their hands now and the officers must obey their orders, 
There was no time to lose in futile discussion. 

All together they shouted: “We want to go to Karachi! 
We want lo go to Kara! Our brothers are dying there 
And you give us a lecture on obedience! Do what you are 
told!" 

Onee again the Captain repeated what he had said be- 
fore and quiclly walked away. 

Now there was no halding them back. There was only 
one thing in their minds: the ralings in the Hindustan 
were in danger, they must go to their aid. In fury they 
pulled down the White Ensign, tore it into bits and threw 
it inlo the water. Some rushed to the magazine to collect 
arms and ammunition. The ship was theirs, they were 
going to keep it even if it was necessary to use arms. They 
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the Captain and give up this mad idea of goin 
and proceed quietly to Bombay going lo Kerpeht 

The ratings were not in a mood to listen to all this 
talk, ‘They hud decided to go to Karachi and they were 
going there whether the officers helped them or not, 

Realising that it was useless trying (0 get help from 
the officers, they decided to carry on themselves as best 
they could. The raling who was navigating said: 

“Never mind, I will take you there, even if it means 
that I have to give my life for it, Why do you go and ask 
these oflicers? Whal do they care for us or for our bro- 
thers facing death at Karachi? Don’t go to them again.” 

For some time more the ship surged through the angry 
waves, 

At one in the afternoon they caught on the wireless 
the signal sent by the Hindustan lo the FOCRIN intimating 
that they had surrendered after a battle lasting twenty- 
five minutes, and that British troops had (aken possession 
of the ship. 

The situation was now changed. Once more the rat 
ings met to decide the next step. They felt that if only 
they had known earlier, if only they had not wasted time 
negotiating with the Captain, they might have been able 
to reach Karachi in time lo change the course of events, 
Sadly and bitterly they discussed the lost opportunities 
and sighed over the might-have-beens, Bul what next? 

IL was pointless going to Karachi now. It was all 
over there. Now they could go back {o their original de- 
cision to proceed to Bombay with all speed. The struggle 
was still continuing there and they could slill join thelr 
comrades in the situggle. As they were going 10 Bombay 
there was no reason why the Captain should not be given 
back formal command of the ship, as far as the question 
of navigation was concern ot course he must agree to 
take the ship straight to Bombay. f 

So, once aguin, they approached the Captain. He agreed 
to go straight to Bombay without stopping anywhere. At 

i ded him to do what he had 
Jast the ratings had persua t 
never done in his whole Naval career—disobey the com- 
@ superior officer. 
one pots was on ogeln restored and the ship 
l-Lurned and headed for Bombay. 
aboumne ratings, however, were el on strike, ‘The ship 
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that you have been deprived of your. command? It is we 
who command here.” 

Quietly the Captain departed. 

Immediately the ship’s course was changed. At the 
moment she was going towards Veerawal, a port In Juna- 
gadh. Now she headed straight for Karachi. At the speed 
at which she was travelling, it would have taken them 
at Jeast 26 hours (o reach Karachi. 

Once again the leading ratings got together. They had 
to reach Karachi.as soon as possible. Il was obvious that 
alone the Hindustan could not hold out for 26 hours. Every 
moment was of value. Quite a lot of time had already 
been wasted arguing with that wooden-headed Captain, now 
there was nol a moment to lose. 

The ratings in the engine room were consulted and 
they decided to work both the engines. The ship quickly 
gathered speed and darled forward in her mission of 
guccour. The speed was now 16 nautical miles per hour, 
They calculated thal at this rate they would take at least 
16 lo 17 hours. Bul there was nothing more they could do. 

A further difficulty arose. This was going to be a 
non-stop voyage. But they had only one rating who knew 
how lo navigate the ship. This meant that he would have 
to be a juil sixteen hours on the job. This was nol possible, 
A man could possibty carry on for about eight hours at 
the mart. AL this speed the strain would be great. He was 
bound to collapse after that, An expert hand was needed. 
They decided to ask one of the Indian officers to come out 
and help. F 

Some ss went to the ward-room and asked 
9 lel them have the services of one of the 
cers. He agreed. The officers were ordered to 
Non the quarter-ceck, 


and pitching. I was dificult to 
red lo catch hold of the railings to 
:e ollicers were quite panicky. They 
were afraid | ere wnt qoing +. 9e some disaster. They 
could not keep up th’ apeed for long. 

LL. Pal acdrassed the ratings ‘a Hindustani. He ad- 
vised them to remain c:Im and ot io take part in sense- 
less activities. What could they do, after all, in Karachl? 
He asked them to ho... over the command of the ship to 


steady herr. 
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At 10:30 am. the Kathiawad entered Bombay. On the” 
bridge, beside the Captain slood'n number of ratings. It wes 
going to be the triumphant entry of the first Indian ship 
commanded by Indian rating: into Bombuy harbour. 

Bul what was this? Black flags and White Enslgns on 
every ship? 

What could be the meaning of this? Where were the na- 
tional flags, the flags of the patriotic parties which they had 
been told about and which they expected to see proudly 
fluttering in the: breeze? 

It did not take ther long to realise that !t was all over. 
They hud come too ate. They now realised why they had 
not Teceived any reply to the repeated signals that they had 
sent lo the Narbada that morning. 

Now they became uneasy about the whole thing, they 
did not know what to do. Some woented to continue the 
strike. They wanted to bring back new hope to the ratings 
in Bombay. What did it matter If they were annihilated? It 
would give new courage to the ralings in Bombay and they 
would fight again with fresh energy. 

But this was only useless talk. It could lead to nothing. 
‘And they knew It as they said il. The hopelessness of the 
situation was evidenL They quietly awaited events. 

‘Very soon Brilish troops came and took possession of 
the ship. The strike was over. 

Thus ended the first historic trip of an Indian ship com- 
manded by Indlan ratings in a mission of aid to distressed 
comrades, 
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‘was Kept moving and that was all. No other work was 
done. They sat about on deck and for once in their lives 
had a bit of rest. : . 
Some gathered on the forecastle and sang patriotic 
songs’ A mellow young voice, full of emotion, sang the 
following words from a song by the great Josh Mallhabadi- 


“Kaam hai mera taghayyur, nam hai mera shabab, 
Mera nara inquilab-o-inquilab-o-inquilab,” * 


‘These verses appealed to the ratings in their present 
mood of revolt and soon they al! picked them up, and every- 
oné Began to sing this song of the revolution. 

The rest of the day passed peacefully. The ship sailed 
on towards Bombay. The night was quiel. 


February 23, HMIS Kathiawad was now near Bombay, 
The Communications ratings reported that RN cruisers 
were on patrol duty round Bombay. All ships were being 
Prevented from entering the harbour, 

The ratings were determined to get to Bombay and 
decided to fight their way through, if necessary, Once 
again the arms were collected, ammunition distributed, 
Jobs divided, and ratings sent to strategie positions. The 
Hun-crews were asked (¢ be ready. Every preparation was 
made for a battle. Yes, they would fight their way through 
'o Bombay and join their comrades there, 

As soun as the Kathiawad entered Bombay waters she 
received a message from the FOB orderii her to anchor 
15 miles away from the lighthouse. The lings ordered the 
Captain (o ignore the order of the FOB, For some time he 
«tgued. But when he saw (he armed Preparations of the 
ratings, once ayain he yielded. Once again the Captain dis- 
obeyed the orders of hi: Superior officer. 

As soon as the Kathiawad moved towards Bombay 
harbour the RN cruise. Glasgow, quickly closed in and 
turned her guns on her. But the ratings were ready. ‘Thelr 
guns (no turned towards the Glasgow. The Kathiawad did 
not stop. She sped past the wonder-slruck cruiser and en- 
tered Bombay harbour. 


Go Rees t0,chamne. my name Is youth, My Slogan fs Ree 
voludion! Revolution! Revolution!" 
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Promised the ratings there to hel 
Possible, 

‘The refusal of Indian troops at Bombay and Karachi 
'o shoot at their brothers in the Navy is quite well known, 
But there are many other storles of herole action by Indian 
soldiers and airmen in support of the RIN sirike which He 
hidden in the secret information circulars at GHQ. 

But some stories have found th way to light, 

AL Calcutta, the 1386 Indian Pioneer Company came 
out on slrike just afler the RIN ralings surrendered al 
Bombay, 

Parl of the 24 Indian Pioneer Group, this company was 
stationed al Majerhat near Behala. For some time the men 
had been utterly disgusted with life. The war had been 
over nearly a year and they were anxious to get back home, 
But there seemed no chance of that. There still seemed 
enough work for them lo do. There were the daily parades 
in full kit and no change in the hidebound routine of war- 
lime. Apart from this, living conditions were bad. They 
gol rations of rolten wheat and rice full of stones and husk. 
As it was, their pay ‘was insufficient and from that the unit 
officer collected various unit levies in the name of Company 
Funds and what net. This money was supposed to be spent 
for their own welfare and amenilies but they only paid and 
Never saw any resulta. 

Discontent against these conditions had been growing 
for some lime. Whispered discussions in groups became 
quite 4 common part of their life but they did not quile 
know what to do, 

Then came the RIN strike. The ratings close to their 
camp also struck work. This was followed by the men of 
the 1519 Pioneer Company. 

Here was a way out the men thought. More discussions, 
more arguments, and gradually their minds cleared. They 
had found a way at last. - 

“We must change this state of affairs.” they said. “To 
live like human beings we must revolt against all injustice,’ 

Most of them were lads from lower middle-class familles 
or from peasant stock. Their lives had always bean e hart 
struggle against heavy odds. They were not, strald of fight- 
ing. Throwing their chests out they declared. was 

“We ghall fight. Nothing sball stop us!” "+ ‘ae 


Ip them in every way 


Chapter Twelve 


SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN 
ANSWER THE CALL 


Tue RIAF strike which had preceded the RIN slrike 
had been equally widespread. It had nol, however, altracted 
such India-wide attention because it had been tactfully 
handled and suppressed before it could spread to the other 
arms of the Services, 

The RIN strike burst on the country like a mountain 
flood. It swept away before it all obstacles, Naturally the 
other arms of the Services were also inspired by the heroic 
action of their brothers in the Navy. They too had been 
suffering similar hardships for @ long time. Discontent both 
in the Army and the Air Force was equally widespread. 
Naturally soldiers and airmen enthusiastically answered 
the call of the RIN ratings. 

One of the earliest units to come to the aid of their 
Naval brothers in Bombay were the Indian Airmen from 
RIAF camps at Marine Drive and Andheri, in Bombay. On 
February 21, while fierce fighting raged in Bombay harbour 
and the ratings of Castle Barracks fought for their very 
lives, these brave airmen came out on strike to express their 
sympathy and solidarity with them. 

With a while flag, with blood-stains on it, the airmen 
marched through the streets of Bombay. They shouted re- 
volutionary slogans and expressed their support to the RIN 
strike. While the people themselves were preparing to joln 
honds with the ratings for a common struggle against the 
British, this demonstration was received with tremendous 
‘enthusiasm in the cily. 

On the same day, at Kurla, near Bombay, as described 
Carlier, an RJASC unit struck work. That evening they 
mardhed to the nearest Naval barracks at HMIS Akbar and 
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In the meantime the Pioneers took up arms and placed 
their own guards round their camp. 

At 1:30 am. the Area Commander personally came to 
the place. He was accompanied by tanks, armoured cara 
and British infantry in lorrles. 

Accompanied by hie officers, the General approached 
the gates of the camp, When he was some Afteen yards 
away, a sharp voice barked out an order: “Halt!” It was 
Budhan. 


Inslinctively the parly of officers sloped. ‘The Area 
Commander was struck dumb. For a few seconda nobody 
spoke. At last one of the officers Informed the sepoys that 
the General Sahib was there and they should let him In. 

The sentries answered back that nobody was allowed 
1o enter the camp. Some of the officers rushed to the spot 
and screamed at Budhan: 

“Allow tne Area Commander to come in!” 

Bul Budha:: was firm in his decision. 

Then the inevitable happened. The British troops al 
tacked, Hopelessly outnumbered and with all the armour 
of the British against ther, the sepoys were forced to sur- 
render. 

Budhon and others were arrested and sent up for court- 

martial. At the trial, the fact that he was one of the most 
efficient NCOs in the unit came up for consideration. The 
Court gave him a chance to admit his ‘mistake’ and beg for 
mercy. 
Proudly the peosant lad spurned the offer. Springing 
to attention ond drawing himself up to his full height. he 
looked the army officers full in the eye and, in a contemptu~ 
ous voice, said: ‘ 

‘what! I should beg of mercy from my enemy?” 

Needless to say Budhan’s punishment was the heaviest 


til rots in jail.” ; 
an Nest ‘door to the lines of the 1386 Indian Pioneer Com- 


Jived the men of the 1519 Indian Pioneer Company. 
Pantiney had gone on strike on February 23. The inspira- 
tion come, of course, from the RIN boys of HMIS Hooghly 


written in 
# Ay pointed out in the Publishers’ Note, thls was 
1e47, The present pasilfon of this brave son of Indie ls not, known. 
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February 24. The whole company fell in for the usual 
morning parade. It was a solemn affair. The Subedar-Major 
.would call them to attention and hend over the parade to 
Lhe Company Commander, who would then inspect the 
parade. Many a sepoy would be punished for petty faulls 
in dress or for not being able to stand steady for so long or 
on any excuse whatsoever, Then the usual daily routine 
would start. That was how they lived. 

Morning parade passed peacefully. In the afternoon 
they had lo fall in again. Everything seemed normal. The 
CO came on parade. Then something happened. Together 
the men declared: 

“We refuse lo carry on this parade until our grievances 
are redressed, We declare a strike.” 

Captain Griffiths, the CO, was astounded. 

+ “Strike! This is mutiny, you idiots!" 

“Mutiny then,” thundered the sepoys. 

Captain Griffiths (ried to reason wilh them, threatened 
them, but it was all in vain. Their patience had been tried 
loo long and now they were ready to fight or die. 

Finally Captain Grifliths asked, “Who is your leader?” 

Out stepped a lad of 22, one of the most efficient Non- 
Commissioned Officers in the unit, liked both by officers 
and men--Naik Budhan Sahab. 

This was another surprise for Captain Griffiths. For a 
moment he did not know what lo say. 

Then, cally, he barked out his orders: “Return your 
pifles, ammunition and kit to the Quarler Guard.” 

“We refuse,” came the ‘thundering reply from the 
sepoys. 

Dudhan was still standing in fron! of the CO, still as a 
statue, Caplain Griffiths was furious, He slapped Budhan 
on the face. Budhan struck back. The while officer reeled.- 
He turned round and left the parade ground. 

It created a sensation in Calcutta Army circles. A black 
sepoy dared hit back his while officer! Why, this was un- 
dreamt of! The brass-hals were quite perturbed, Phone 
messages passed to and fro. The malter was reported to 
the Area Commander. 

The Generel promptly ordered Punjabi and Garhwall 
troops to be called oul to suppress the mutiny. A surprise 
awaited him: they refused (o fight against their own 
brothers. 
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not even given a chance to defend themselves, Next day 
they were taken to Alipore Central Jail and handed over to 
the civil authorities (o undergo their sentence. 


a ine RIAF in Bengal were also affected by the RIN 
strike, 

No. 10 Squardon was slationed at Habra, in Jessore, As 
soon as they heard of the RIN strike the Indian airmen got 
logether and passed a resolution expressing their sympathy 
with their Nava] comrades and condemning the actlon of 
the authorities, : 

On February 25 they placed a charter of demands be 
fore their CO. Among other things it stated: 


“The situation in the country is getting more and more 
complicated. Alt sections of the people are anxious to end 
the capilalist and imperialist exploitation and lead a free 
and happy life. The men of the Air Force also take this op- 
porlunily of informing our authorities our attitude towards 
our country and our people. We feel that we have the right 
to express our [eelings on the subject. We place these de- 
mands before the authorities so that the dispute may be 
settled ina peaceful manner with goodwill and cooperation 
on both sides, 

“Both of us know and realise thal just demands cannot 
be suppressed by force, So we have every right to express 
our opinion on matters of grave importance to the country 
and lo acl according to our beliefs, 

“The strike of the RIN ratings is a direct result of the 
foolish actions of the Naval authorities and we are firmly 
of the opinion thal an armed resistance to the ill-treatment 
meted out to our countrymen by the British forces was 
Absoltely necessary. Accordingly we express our deepest 
sympathy towards the RIN ratings and demand an im- 
Mediate and impartial enquiry. In order to improve our 
relations with the British troops we must be given the same 
rights and privileges and pay. Our problems must be solved 
through discussions with our elecled representatives: 


(Translated.) 


What the response of the authorities to this splriled 
sLaternent was Is not known. But it is nol difficult to guess. 
Isolation and disruption, arrests of a few, of the 
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who had been on strike since the 20th. They formulated their 
own demands—betler rations, better pay, and independence. 

On February 24 they heard that their comrades next 
door had also come out on sirike. They were elated. 

In the evening they heard that British troops were com- 
ing to arrest them. They armed themselves and got ready 
to fight. As night fell, they expected {o hear the sound of 
firing any moment. Nothing happened till after midnight. 

British troops surrounded their camps too as they sur- 
rounded the barracks of the 1386 Company. 

‘The sepoys got ready to fight bul the CO of the British 
troops did not give the order to fire. Instead, a smal] tank 
crawled up towards the gate. Havildar Krishnan gave the 
order; “Ready!” 

Immediately the officer said: “We do not intend to, shoot. 
Let us come in. We want to speak to you.” 

After hurried consullations, seven senior officers were 
allowed lo enter the camp. In the meantime sounds of firing 
came from the neighbouring camp. 

The officers were promptly ordered to point their rifles 
to the ground when entering the camp. Reluctantly they 
obeyed the orders of the sepoys. : 

The Company Commander of the unit asked the sepoys 
to give the authorilics more time to consider their demands, 
They agreed. They were requested lo remain peaceful in 
the meantime. They their word of honour. 

For the next two da: ving happened. The 1,500 men 
of the unit waited anxic fur something to happen. They 
did not reatise that 1. had buen tricked into submission. 


February 27. News came in that the RIN ralings had 
surrendered, 

The CO came and ordered two platoons to move im- 
mediately to Panagarh and the third to Kanchrapare. They 
were assured {hat tneir demands would be considered at 
their new station, Thus were they tricked into dispersal and 
isolaled from each other. 

As soon as they had been effectively dispersed, the 
leading sepoys were taken to Group Headquarters. Forty- 
five of them were disarmed and pldced under close arrest. 

For a month and eighteen days they remained in cells 
without trial. Finally, on April 16, they were brought before 
their CO. A farcical trial followed, where the accused were 
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against a stone wall. Their position was entirely ho] 
and they had no chance of success. They Sad cae oe 
mowed down by the British troops. 

This lalk had no effect whatsoever. At about two In 
the afternoon, the men were removed to the Karachi rest 
camp. Here they were placed under a strong armed guard. 

‘That did not prevent the men from eslabllehing con- 
tact with the outside world, The VCO had heard of the 
British military altack on the Hindustan. He wanted the 
boys to know that he and his men were behind them. The 
only possible way he could get the news to them was by 
gelling it into the papers. He tied to devise ways and 
means to deliver the news of their strike lo the Press. 

A Pathan sepoy volunteered to risk his life to carry 
the message to the city. Unobserved he scaled the wall 
and went with the message to the newspaper offices. 

When, the next day, the Naval ratings surrendered, the 
Embarkation Unit followed suit. The VCO was arrested 
together with a few others and promptly sent up for dis- 
charge as undesirables. 


In other army units at Karachi there was no atrike 
during these days but the condition had been very grave. 
Their reactions to gun battles on the 2lst and 22nd were 
very sharp. The situation was electric. Just a spark 
might have blown up the whole place. Yes, the British Army 
authorities were sitting on gun powder. 


Al the headquarters of the 77 Indian Parachute Bri- 
gade the morning of February 21 began as any other. Every- 
one went about his work. Yet there was some feeling of 
uneasiness as the men wondered what was happening lo 
the RIN boys who were on strike. But that was nothing 
serious. 5 

“The Indian sepoys soon sensed something unusual in 
the atmosphere, Two BORs were seen fiddling with a 
wireless set just outside the Brigade Major's office. The 
British officers and men all looked very grave and dls 
turbed. What was more, they were all fully armed. 

‘There was a feeling of lension everywhere. The gu 
on the armoury hed been doubled. The BORs when ques- 
{loned about their arms gave evasive replies and Increased 
the doubts and suspicions of the sepoys. 
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others and peace restored again. This is how the British 
have always responded to any struggle that threatened 
their existence in the country. 


* . . 


At Karachi the sirike of the RIN ratings created quite 
a slir among the Indian troops stationed there. 

One of the first units to be affected was the Embarka- 
tion Unit at the docks. It was a very mixed formation, 
composed of clerks, watchmen and drivers from various 
arms of the services. The total strength was about eighty 
to one hundred. They were made up of people from every 
corner of India, of practically every religious denomination, 
Further, they were not even armed. 

All these difficulties, however, could not stand in the 
way of their coming to the aid of their comrades in the 
Navy, 

They had heard of the strike af Bombay on February 
19 and had spent quite an agitated day. On the 20th evening 
they came to know that ships and establishments at Kara- 
chi too had gone on strike, 

A Bengali VCO iii ately gathered all the men to- 
gether and told then: what hag happened. He discussed 
willl then: the action that they should take. It did not 
fake them long to decide. Unanimously they agreed to go” 
on strike from the next morning. 


February 21. None of thy men reported for duty in the 
morning. The Embarkeion Offers sent_& popular Indian 
officer to find out what had happened, ‘The men presented 
hin: wih a menioardum for the Embarkation Officer, 
asking hin 0 intervene to wet the duinan¢s of the Naval 
ralings granted immecislely. ‘The memorandum also de- 
clared that till this was done the men of the Emberkation 
Unit would remain on hunger-steike, 

The Linki: ketion Officer was naturally not quite 
Pleased with tre aurn of events. He did not consider It 
possible or desirable to agree to the demands of the slrikers. 
Once more ie sent the Indian officer to persuade the men 
to yive up the strike. As he was not quite prepared to 
trust this officer, he sent along a Eurasian officer with him. 

The Indian officer seemed genuinely sympathetle but 
warned (he men that they were only knocking thelr heads 
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be isolated and would lead to nothing. I 

thal they discovered that ‘the situation hed” been eiaetiy 
the same in every unit in the neighbourhood. Each had been 
waiting for the other lo start. 

Later in the day it was reported that an incident had 
occurred at the 33 Squadron, Indian Engineers (a unit com- 
posed of Sikhs and Garhwalis). “Jai Hind" had been chalked 
on the walls of the CO's office. This had provoked the CO 
to call a meeting of the whole squadron. The meeting as- 
sembled but the CO could not make himself beard as the 
men greeted him with shouls of “Jai Hind” and shuffling of 
feet.” The whole unit had been glven extra parades; the 
armoury had been taken over from the VCO Quarter- 
Master by a British officer. 

In the evening messengers went out to every unit from 
Brigade Headquarlers to find out the reactions of the men. 
The 4th Rajputana Rifles was probably the best known 
unit stationed in Karachi al the moment. It had formed 
pact of lhe famous “Red Eagles” 4th Indian Division and 
had the reputation of being ils finest unit, It had a glorious 
record of fighting in North Africa, Eritrea and Italy. 

Naturally such a unit was alfected by lhe spirit of 
revolt. Exeept for the senior VCOs, everyone was prepared 
1o fight against the while officers. 

Everywhere (hey waited for a lead, but the leaders 
vacillated. They could not make up their minds. 

But the authorities acted promptly. They knew that if 
the lead for any disturbance came it would come from Bri- 
gade Headquarters so they decided to disrupt the unity of 
the men there. A Gurkha Havildar-Major who was reputed 
to-have won his rank not because of his merit bul because 
he acted as a spy for the Intelligence Officer, began to 
spread the story that the Gurkhas of the 2nd Battalion had 
fired on the ratin, ‘ 

The IORs we ‘already very excited. This news enraged 
them and they wanted to have it out with the Gurkhas. One 
of the VCOs immediately scented what had happened. He 
called all his leading NCOs and told.them to tell the sepoys 
the truth, that the Gurkhes had actually refused to fire. 
Next morning a friendly game of baskel-bell was arranged 
and all the sepoys mixed and good feelings were ones more 


testa evening of the 2lst was @ critical ane. A Jecling of 
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The Brigadier and the Staff Captain were both out. The 
sepoys recalled that the Brigadier's driver had been called 
away late al night and had not yet returned, 

Within a few minutes the usual calm of the morning 
disappéared. Everyone felt that something big wes happen- 
ing’ somewhere nearby. Voguely they were suspicious that 
it had something to do with the RIN boys. Their suspicions 
were confirmed when the drivers received orders to keep 
their trucks ready to move at short notice. They were ab- 
eolulely convinced that something was afoot when they saw 
the Gurkhas of the 2nd Battalion passing by the camp on 
the way back (o (heir lines, 

‘Al about 10 a.m. the Brigadier returned. His driver told 
the story of the strike of the RIN ratings. He also narrated 
all the incidents thal had taken place during the morning 
—the refusal of the Baluch and Gurkha troops lo fire on 
the ratings and the repulse of the British Lroops. 

The Gurkhas, on returning to their unil, were lectured 
by their ‘loyal’ Subedar-Maj He brought home to them 
their “disgraceful conduct” in refhsing to fire on Indian 
ratings al the orders of their British officers. Tt did not seen 
to have much effect. For again they refused to fire and for 
quite a few days sulked about in camp, They continued to 
discuss the undreamt-of behaviour of the RIN boys with 


fear, admiration and hope. = 

In Brigade Headquarters, led by a few VCOs, the men 
preparer! for some sort of action. Everyone seemed to be 
‘mxious to join the ratings. Quite a number of them openly 


expressed their desire to do so. But they all felt that they 
Jacked good Icadership and a conception of solid, concerted 
action. It was ¢ifficult to give organised shape to these 
individual vague feelings. 

The men were also afraid to act. There was always the 
fear of betrayal, of spies among them. One thing however 
was cerlain, that they would not fire upon the ratings if 
they were called upon to do so. 

After luneh some of the NCOs approached the VCOs 
and expressed their desire lo raid the armoury and begin 
their fight against the British. They reported that they had 
already issue packels of chilly-powder to throw into the 
eyes of the British soldiers when raiding the armoury. 

The men were ready to act but no leadership was forth- 
coming. The leaders were afraid that their action would 
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fight of the Naval ratings at Karachi was over. The men 
felt (hat they had lost a great opportunity to strike for the 
redressal of their grievances, It would not only have helped 
them but it would have also prevented the authorities from 
crushing the RIN uprising. They had lost this opportunity 
because they had not been properly organised, they had 
been unprepared, they had lacked the courage lo step 
forward. Bul they did nol give up. Every sepoy whispered 
lo himself: “Next Time!" Yes, next time they were nol 
going to let such an opportunity slip. They would get to- 
gether, get organised from now. Then, when the call came 
again, they would not be found lacking. 3 

; Some more interesting facts were revealed a few days 
jater. 

Everyone came to know of the strike at Embarkation 
Headquarters and they were all very enthused about it. 
Shortly after, the 10th Indian Division landed at Karachi, 
fresh from Italy and Greece. They had heard of the Naval 
uprising and asked cagerly for the full story and wanted 
to know what the Army had done lo support this battle for 
freedom. They were rather disappointed to learn that their 
comrades had not been able to give substantial help to the 
ratings during those critical deys. 

The most interesting bit of the news came, however, 
from the Ordnance boys. A 4” armour-piercing shell had 
landed a few yards from the General's office during the gun 
due] between the Hindustan and the British troops. Luckily 
for the General it did not go off because It did not hit any- 
thing sulliciently hard. The shell was picked up as souvenir 
by the Deputy Director of the Ordnance Services. He put 
it in a glass case and kept it in his office, with the following 
inscription below il: 


“RIN Murmey — Fesrvary, 1948” 


is ti itie ll how to 
Bul by this time the authorities had learnt wel 
tackle them. They wera prepared and every sign of 


of many such incidents in units of the Indian Armed Fores 
but the full facts have never been revesled. a 
The post-RIN wave of strikes in the forces reached « 
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excitement and expectation ran through the camp. Everyone 
expected something to happen that night, People coming 
from oulside were questioned about the state of affairs In 
other units, 

At 10 p.m. the IO made a round of the barracks, As soon 
as he left a meeting was called to discuss the Prospects of © 
a strike In the Brigade. It was reported thal the 4th Batta- 
Ion were ready lo join if somebody started something, 
Reports were also received of the high feelings and actuel 
preparations for a strike In certain local army units, 

The general feeling was that Brigade Headquarters 
should give the lead and others would follow. But the dif- 
ficulty for Brigade HQ was that the number of men was not 
sufficient to stand the first attack of the authoritles before 
the others came to their aid. Moreover, the atmoury was far 
away from the men's barracks and it would be diffcult to 
capture it, 

Nothing was decided at the meeling. Once again it be- 
came quite rtear that thunsth the men were anxious to fight, 
the 'eaders were not sure of themselves and afraid to give 
a bott Jew. The reet'ng ended with a decision that if any- 
thing sta: the night they would rush to the 4th Bal- 
twin Lines and ght side by side with them, 

Aust aller the meeting had ispersed the IO made a 
sevond round, shorUy afler midnight. It had been a narrow 

te 
‘The night pissed peacefully. Nobody could sleep. The 

was too g-cat 
orning, the strain of uncertainty seemed 
r everyone, The BORs and British Officers 
looked disturbed. The sepoys were on edge. In the distance 
they could hear she sound of gunfire. They realised what 
was happening but they could do nothing. This helpless- 
Ress mace Uiom suffer terribty, 

At 12:30 they saw Ue :tunners returning. The battle 
They told Pays that after a heroic battle 
the ratings of the Hindusten had surrendered. 

An hour later, the sepoys silently watched the ten to 
Afteen lorries carrying arrested ratings pass by thelr lines 
{o Malir Camp. They were driven round the lines, probably 
as a warning to the sepoys and then taken to a specially 
Prepared prisoners’ cage in the Pathfinders Unit (British). 

A fit of depression now overtook the whole camp. The 


Chapter Thirteen 
FOR A COMMON CAUSE 


“For the first time the blood of men in the 
Services and men in the streets flowed 
together in a common cause.” 


— Navat. Cextaat Strike ComMitTRE 


Just as other arms of the services responded to the call 
of the RIN strikers, so did the people of India. An unpre- 
cedenled demonstration of fraternal solidarily spread from 
city to city Ull it took on an all-India character. 

The three days, February 21 1946, will always be 
remembered as historic dates in the annals of our freedom 
movement. 

On the 2ist, the strike of the ratings reached a high 
mark. On thal day the strikers look up arms to resist the 
altempts of the British military to drown their peaceful 
strike in blood. 

On the 22nd and 23rd, the workers and the people of 
Bombay supported the heroic action of these men In defence 
of their just rights by a complete city-wide hartal and 
strike, 

Brilish military intervention sought lo drown the de- 
monstration of the people in- blood; but the people and 
workers exhibited marvels of resourcefulness and resist- 
ance and won a moral viclory over the terror. 


February 21. Already In the forenoon the news of the 
fighting at ‘Castle Barracks had spread to the people of the 
city, ‘They had heard with anger of Godfrey's threat fo 
destroy the Navy and seen with their own eyes the prepera- 
lions of General Lockhart, GOC, Southern Command, to put 
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cllmax in the great strike of the Indian Army men at Jub- 
bulpore. For quite a few days they fought bitterly and 
rallied the entire people of the city behind them. Ultimately 
they failed to stand up to the strength of the authorities. It 
was an isolated action, but similar in militancy lo the RIN 
struggle. 

Gradually, the tension wore down, and from reports avai- 
lable today if seems that the discontent has been driven 
underground. It continued to smoulder, while many hoped 
that the impending constitutional changes would bi 

+ change in the lot of the Indian Armed Forces and a 
change in their very nature and function. 
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It was the same in various other places, eopecially in 
working-class areas, where workers fought back the bratal 
Tepression and many were killed or wounded in skirmishes 
with the police and the military. 

By three in the afternoon, the British military Jorries 
were running amok through the streets of Bombay and 
especially the streets of Parel, the working-class area, Aring 
at crowds without the slightest provocation. They had esta 
blished themselves at strategic points armed with machine. 
guns, 

Al many places, os these lorries, spitting fre, passed 
by, mony people sitting in their homes or shops were hit. 
Pools of blood reddened whole streets as people were shot 
down in one heap, 

At places, workers fought back. At De Lisle Road they 
gave frontal battle 10 a detachment of some one hundred 
armed police for full three and a half hours. Finally, a mili- 
tary lorry came along and ‘pence’ was restored. 

Thus a day which began with disciplined Political de- 
monslrations of the workers and the common people soon 
became a day of mass slaughter, most of which took place 
in working-class areas where there were no incidents of 
looting or hooliganism. 

The students, in response to the appeal of the Bombay 
Students’ Union (affiliated to the All-India Students’ Fe- 
deration), had also come out on strike, even boys of the 
Muslim Students’ Federation joined. They marched in pro- 
cessions, collected money for buying food for the ratings. 
In the South their demonstrations were not interfered with 
by the police. : 

In the North the sludents had to advance in the face 
of repealed lathi charges. They fought back with their bare 
fists. Ultimately they were dispersed after a vicious lathi 
charge. 


February 2. Curfew had been clamped on the city of 
Bombay for the night of the 22nd Armed mililary Jorrlea 
patrolled the grimly silent and emply streets, The workers 
and the people, with relatives either dead or wounded In 
the hospitals, sat anxiously counting the hours of the night. 

‘The morning papers brought the news that the ratings 
had decided to accept the advice of Sardar Patel and to 
place themselves in the hands of the nation and call aff the 
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that threat into effect. The appeal of the NCSC hed also 
appeared, . 

In the evening the people gathered at Apollo Bunder 
to give food and rations to the ratings. Launch after launch 
Jeft laden with fruit, food and sweets. 

‘The crowds returning from the dockyard clashed with 
the police in the Kalbadevi area. The police opened fire 
twice. Late in the night it was known that Sardar Vallabh- 
bhai Patel had issued a statement saying that there should 
be no hartal the next day. 

The Communist Party had issued a call lo the workers 
and people to observe a general harlal on the 22nd in support 
of Lhe demands of the Naval ratings and to save them from 
the threatened destruction. In the evening, the propaganda 
van of the Communist Party passed through the entire mill 
area announcing the hartal. Speakers described the heroic 
action of the Naval boys and the danger they were threal- 
encd with, Forty-seven street meetings were held, 

It was clear from the mood of the workers that there 
was going to be a complete harlal the next day. Already 
workers on night shifl in eight mills had struck work. The 
mill area was quiel that night. 


February 22. Large crowds stood at the mill gates. There 
was no need to picket. Not a wheel turned in a single mill. 
It was a spontaneous and voluntary exodus, involving over 
Uhree lakhs of workers, 

Procession: of workers paraded through the streets 
shouting slogans. Some of them terminated in meetings in 
nearby maidans. The demonstrations were peaceful and dis- 
ciplined, there were no incidents anywhere before the pro- 
vocative attacks of the military and the police. Then, and 
only then, did the workers retaliate, The mililary then let 
loose a regime of wanton and indiscriminate shooting, 

Iw the Fort area, a procession of dock workers was sud- 
denly driven into by a military lorry, crushing lwo workers 
on the spot. The workers rushed forward to rescue thelr 
comrades. The police opened fire. Two strikers fell wounded. 

The workers were infuriated. Shortly after, two mill- 
tary lorries were burnt at the same spot. This brought the 
Brilish military on the scene; for two hours they kept up 
the firing from rifies and lommy-guns, wounding and kdlll- 
ing several. 
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On February 22, after -five-mi 

HMIS Hindustan adutrenderea The ar tpedce Soria 
arrests of the strikers, The news of the atile and the nab: 
sequent surrender and arrests spread like wild fire through- 

In the evening, the local bran i 
Parly of India called a public Cae Sony 5000 aeple 
atiended. Here the call was given for a general strike end 
hartal on the following day. It was also announced iat the 
demonstration would culminate in a mass rally at Idgah 

On February 23 there was complete hartal. 
over 0,000 peeple—workers, students, eotmnlaieens 
people, Hindus and Muslims, gathered at Idgah Maidan, 
‘The District Magistrate hurriedly promulgated Section 144 
and three Communist leaders were arrested on the spot. 

Henvy police guards were now rushed in but the people 
refused to move. They were determined to defy the ban, AL 
about 12:30 the police attacked with tear gas, Women from 
the neighbouring housetops poured water down into the 
streets below to counteract the effects of the gas. 

The people stood up and retaliated with stones. Till 
2:15, a running battle continued. Now the police opened fire. 
Four people immediately fell wounded, Still they refused . 
to move. The people stood their ground. The police fired 
again. The crowd dispersed to gather again. Stone-throw- 
ing too continued. 

Towards evening, joint peace vans came oul with Con- 
gress, League and Communist flags, and persuaded the 
people to disperse. By this time at least elght people had 
been killed and twenty-six wounded. 

‘The news of the military altack on Lhe ratings at Bom- 
bay and Karachi caused greal anger among the people in 
vavious eities of India, At ports where the Navel ratings 
were on strike, the people immediately came to thelr 
support. 

‘At Vizagapalam. the Communist Perty called a meeting 
of the citizens on the evening of the 22nd, when news was 
received of the arrest of 300 ratings in town, The meeting 
was largely attended, Communist leaders condemned the 
prrest of the ratings and demanded the immedlate redress 
of their grievances. 

‘A hyge demonstration of workers paraded the strevts 
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strike. But the people and the workers were in no mood to 
resume work yet, their dead lay in the morgues, the mili- 
tary yet stood in the streets with fixed bayonets. 

The workers stayed away from the mills and factories, 
the shops remained closed. As the day wore on, skirmishes 
between the police and military on the one hand and the 
people on the other, began again. The main storm-centres 
were now the Muslim localities. 

There were scencs of brutal military firing as well as 
of dauntless resistance by the people. Hindus and Muslims, 
workers and lower-middie-class people banded together be- 
hind barricades and fought pitched battles. Sometimes 
they fought guerrilla fashion; shai whistles announced the 
coming of the military and police; the people vanished 
and stones were showered on the military from hidden pla- 
ces. The military fired at random and then departed. The 
people appeared again. This was repeated again and again. 

During the day the British military fired again and 
again but the people did not get panicky or confused. They 
continued to fight back. 

Similar condilions continued till the next day. The mi- 
lilary resorted to reckless firing and the anger of the people 
somelimes found vent in pointless acls of destruction, In 
the evening Congress and League peace brigades came out 
separalcly asking the people to go back to work and remain 
peacetnl, 


February 24. To protest against the previous day's reigm 
of terror the workers again refused to go to work. Hardly 
ten or twelve mills worked and they too, partially. The po- 
lice and military fired at workers at a number of places. 

From noon onwards, the police started entering the 
chawls in working-class oreas and began mass arrests. The 
united resistance of the people had come to an end. Gra- 
dually the movement subsided. 

‘A total of nearly 300 were killed and many more 
wounded during these three days of popular resistance to 
military and police terror. Nearly a hundred were killed 
in working-class areas alone. 

* . . 
‘The popular upsurge behind the RIN strike was nol 


confined to Bombay alone. Kerach! was another storm 
centre. 


FOR A COMMON CAUSE 


responded ta the eall of the 
eighteen mills were com 
ed in thousands throu 
consisted of sume 3,0 
a mass rally, ‘ 

On thal very day the entire working class of Trichino- 


ely demonstrated against the tepression let loose on the 


ratings and the people of Bombay and Karachi. 

In the SIR Colony at Golden Rock, 5,000 workers, 500 
clerks and 200 sweepers struck work at the call of the Com 
munist Party. A mile-and-a-half-long procession, 5,000 strong, 
marched through the town. Ail the shops and hotels of 
Golden Rock were closed. 

Shops, transport and factories closed down in the whole 
city. Streams of workers’ processions came in from all parts, 
Among them were railway workers, bidi workers, scaven- 
gers, bus workers, shop assislants and students, all had 
struck work, 

Al noon, a mammoth rally was held in front of the 
Communist Party office. Nearly one lakh people, mostly 
workers, gathered to voice their sympathy for the RIN 
ratings, and their condemnatlon of mililary and police 
alrocilies. é 

It was the same at Madras, On February 25 there was 
a complete hartal in the'city. The Communist Party, Jointly 
with the Madras Provincial ‘Trade Union Congress ana 

ntatives of the various Lrade union organisations 

the city, had given the call for a protest general strike. The 
entire student community also rallied to the call. Both the 
Madras Students’ Organisation (affillated to the AISF) 
and the Students’ Congress participated in the strike. The 
railway workers alan joined and the train services were 
ompletely dislocated. 

i Proscsalon’ of students, workers, shopkeepers came 
from all sides into the oily, mnoute ee pean 
huge workers’ ratly was held at the Peo P 

ray, oer mesg ree Oring a beg 

mare! n 
Pak Pethe afternoon, mammoth meetings were held at 
lak Ghat. . 

ei police were offensive and in Gat uke 
and from the very beginning. There See po oad, the 
Welween the police and the people s 


1a 


Communist Party. No less than 
pletely closed, The workers parad- 
ghout the day. The main procession 
100 workers. In the evening there was 
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with posters reading: “Release .Artesled Navy Boys”, 
“Concede Their Demands", “Down Wilh Imperialism”, 
“Condemn Firing”, and so on. 

The authorities reacted to this mililant demonstration 
quite quickly. They replied with indiscriminate arrests, 
Section 144, banning all processions and demonstrations in 
sympathy with the strike of local or outside Naval ratings, 
was imposed on the cily. Notices were served on Communist 
leaders banning all mass activily by them for one month. 

At Calcutta loo, the entire people rose spontaneously to 
the support of the RIN ratings. 

The Communist Parly gave a call for a general strike 
on February 23. There was an unprecedented response, The 
protest strike was led by the heroic Calculla Tramway 
workers and there was a complete stoppage of all traffic— 
trams, buses, taxis and even trains, Over a lakh of students 
and workers came out on the streels. 

From early morning the police took Lhe offensive and 
there were quite a few clashes. But nothing serious 
developed. 

Throughout the day (here were demonstrations of 
workers and sludenls in various parts of the city. Carrying 
Congress, League and Red Flags. they paraded the streets 
shoulin,; slogans: “Accept «he Demands of the Ratings”, 
“End BP tice) Zcolum”. “Congress, League, Communists 
Unite!” 

‘The demons!rations lerrinaled in a mass rally at Wel- 
lingion Square. Tic mecling was addressed by Prof. 
K. P. Chatlopadhyay. the eminent Bengal Congress leader, 
and Corm:nuni :t Jeaders. 

As the news vf the firing on the prople at Bombay and 
Karachi ceeched other parts of India, the protest strike- 
wave spread everywhere, 

On February 25, there was a general strike and harlal 
at Ahmedabad. On February 24, propaganda vans of the 
Communist Party covered about 50.000 people, announcing 
the strike the following day. Three public meetings were 
held in the working-class areas. A procession of Harijan 
workers toured the major working-class localities. Finally 
a rally of €000 workers was held at the Kamdar Maldan 
where (he decision to strike was heartily endorsed. 

Next morning, in spite of the direct oppositior 
where, of the Congreso and the Leaguer? 10,000" vaawons 
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400 martyrs of the military firing on those historic three 
days of February. 

‘A representative from the RIN addressed the gather- 
ing. He thanked the workers for their support during thelr 
sirike and appealed for a Congress, League, Communist 
United Defence Committee for the defence of the arrested 
ratings. 

The round of struggles seemed to have come to an end. 
‘The characteristic features of these struggles had been the 
fact thal at one stroke the isolation between the people and 
the armed forces had been broken and that everywhere the 
people, irrespective of whether they were Hindus or 
Muslims, Congressmen, Leaguers or Communists, workers 
or middle-classes, rallied to the support of the RIN ratings, 
often in opposition to the direct instructions of the Congress 
and the League leaders, It marked a new era of joint 
struggles. 
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police lathi-charged a crowd who retaliated wilh slones. AL 
Royapuram, the police opened fre to disperse a crowd at 
tacking a police station, In spite of the firing, the people 
continued their fight against the police. 

Except for one or lwo incidents, the situation returned 
to normal the next day. The police opened fire al two dif- 
ferent places in the city. Twenty-nine persons were sent- 
enced for participating in the previous day's disturbances. 

‘The next day, February 26, there was a very successful 
strike at Kanpur. The previous day, Communist propa- 
ganda squads had gone out in ekkas, bullock carts and on 
foot to announce the strike and meeling at the Parade 
Ground. Over 100 street-corner and hata meetings were 
held. 

On February 26, over 6,000 workers rallied at the meet- 
ing in spite of heavy rain. 

At Madurai, on the 27th, at the call of the Communist 
Party, there was @ most successful one-day genera] strike 
and hartal in sympathy with the RIN ratings and to con- 
demn the police and military firing in various parts of 
India. 

There was a complete strike of all transport, in all 
factories. presses, of scavengers, handloom weavers and in 
the textile mills. 


The students also observed hartal. Ninety per cent of 
the city’s shops were closed, as also most holels and res- 
taurants. 

Mass protest mectings were held in the morning. In the 
evening a worker's demonstration of 5,000 was organised 
which culminated in a mammoth meeting of 50,000 people. 

On the same day the railway workers of Lumding, 
Assam, slruck work. Over 6.000 workers were involved. The 
strike slarled exactly at midnight on the 26th and lasted 
Ull midnight the following day. There was a complete stop- 
page of all trains for twenty-four hours. 

At Pandua, also in Assam, some 3,000 railway workers 
observed a strike from four in the afternoon of the 27th Hill 
the same time Lhe following day. i 

All these protest slrikes and demonstrations fittingly. 
came to a close with Martyr’s Day al Bombay. The Bombay 
Committee of the Communist Party organised a workers’ 
rally at Kamgar Maidan on March 8, to pay homage to tHe 
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ahead full steam with repression. GHQ planned hard and 
planned quick, 

Publicity was considered a very important faclor, The 
C-in-C was very publicity-conscious; the Naval bosses on 
the other hand were proverbially secrelive. But the C-ln-C 
emphasised the need of placing as much as possible of the 
olMciat version of the story before the public. He knew welt 
thal most of the imporlant newspapers and journalists 
would nol care to wrile eye-wilness accounts if they man- 
aged to get the main facts regularly from official sources. 

The Public Relalions Directorate at GHQ and its 
various offices all over India were immediately pul on @ 
war footing, closed-door meetings were held by the senlor 
officers to plan out the publicily offensive. Messages went 
flying all over the country ordering all commanding officers 
1o cooperate fully with the local Public Relations Officers to 
help to keep the Press well informed. 

The instructions were simple. The Press must be told 
everything that they are lixcly to get hold of anyway. The 
journalists must be so well catered for that they would pre- 
fer to hang around the different headquarters for official 
‘dope’ rather than rush about for eye-wilness reports: 

AL GHQ, a special room was set apart for the journal- 
ists. An officer was allotted solely for atlending to them. 
Communiques galore were issued every day. Senior officers 
remained on night duly, followed events and sent com- 
muniques to all important news agencies, even lo Tass. A 
lhorough check was kept on all API messages. They were 
compared with official information and, if necessary, com- 
muniques were issued accordingly. In many cases attempts 
were made to beal the news agencies with the news of the 
public. 

So much for publicity. Then came aclual operations, For 
this purpose a sort of operations headquarters was set up. 
GHQ took Lhe RIN strike as any other live operation. In 
this operations headquarters, called the Report Centre, of- 
fieers of all the three Services were on 24¢hours duly. The 
walls of the room were covered with huge maps showing 
the location of troops, British and Indian. Little coloured 
pins marked the strength and location of the various units 
of the Army in India. Unils affected by the strike or con- 
sidered unreliable were marked separately. 

Now the offensive began, significantly enough, only on 


Chapter Fourteen 


FROM PANIC TO TRIUMPHANT 
REPRESSION 


Tue RIN Strike threw GHQ into a panic. 

When the first news of the strike reached New Delhi, 
the Principal Staff Officers (PSOs), the big-wigs of GHQ, 
immediately met at a conference. The C-in-C presided. 

To them it was a crisis, the like of which they had never 
faced before. They had never expected it. As one studies 
the facts today, il becomes more and more clear that Bom- 
bay kept their nerves on edge. That is the only explanation 
of the indecision and wavering during the first two days 
which helped the strike to spread. This has also been Pointed 
oul by the RIN Enquiry Commission. 

Apart from Lhe suddenness of the. outburst, the British 
authorities were afraid that all the political organisations, 
especiaily the Congress and the League would make pollti- 
cal capital out of it. That was the first thing that had to be 
handled. The Congress and the League had lo be effectively 
neutralised. 

It is most significant that it was while the RIN strike 
was on thal the C-in-C and Mr. Asaf Ali had constant talks 
about the future of the Armed Forces and the reconstilue 
tion of the Defence Consultative Committee to include po- 


r step taken by the British to neutralise the 
leaders und even make them oppose the Naval strike was 
a bigger strategic move. The slrike in the Talwar started 
on February 18 and Mr. Attlee rose in the House of Com- 
mons to announce that a Cabinet Mission would visi Indla 
in the near [ulure to negotiate a peaceful transfer of power. 

Once the opposition of the Congress and League leaders 
lo the RIN strike was assured, the military bosses could Bo 
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to crush the Naval uprising were there before one’s eyes. 
No wonder the Blimps gloated over the picture. Indeed, the 
Naval ratings seemed to have undertaken a formidable task! 

But one had only to follow the incoming signals to see 
that the task for the British was not quite as easy as it 
seemed. They were finding it difficult to concentrate their 
forces. The Indian unils were a conslant source of trouble. 
They had not counted on Indian troops refusing to fire, they 
had not counted on Indian officers of the RIAF refusing to 
fly. Bul that is exactly what happened. 

The stories of many Indian Army units refusing to fire 
on the RIN ratings, of Lransport services refusing to carry 
British troops who were going to fight against the Naval 
boys, are well known. What is not known, however, is that 
an Indian squadron when ordered to provide a flight of 
planes to proceed lo Bombay to bomb the ratings found It 
diMecult to find Indian officers to pilot the planes. 

When some officers finally agreed, they proceeded so 
slowly, conveniently lost their bearings, and finally downed 
most of the planes midway due Lo ‘engine trouble’ so that 
this offensive failed completely. 

All these spokes in the wheel upset the happy plans of 
GHQ. so much so that the C-in-C had to cancel his tour pro- 
gramme. He had decided to open the first peace-time of- 
ficers’ training course at the Indian Military Academy. Un- 
fortunately, al the last moment, his plans went awry and 
he had lo return from Saharanpur. 

Godfrey's senseless broadcast made things rether dif- 
ficult for his colleagues at New Delhi. The senior staff 
officers and the C-in-C himself were all rather annoyed. 
Immediately a Naval Public Relations Officer was sent to 
Bombay lo keep a check on Godfrey’s public utterances. 

Among the junior officers at GHQ there wos quile a 
lively interest in the RIN strike. The Bombay papers were 
awaited with anxiely. The Free Press, Blitz and People's 
‘Age were avidly read by both Brilish and Indian officers, 
and more so by the clerks. The Pree Press headline, “God- 
frey Must Go”, was highly appreciated by all. 

From the evening of the 2ist, the people began to get 
restive at Bombay. Clashes had already begun to develop 
between the police and military on one side and the people 
on the other. The unprecedented hartal on the 22nd created 
fresh panic at GHQ. 7 
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February 20, after the publicity arrangements had been 
made perfect and the fear of intervention by the national 
leadership had been effectively eliminated. During this time 
the RIN strike had spread all over India and had assumed 
serious proportions. Once again GHQ wavered; the military 
bosses were not quite sure of their strength. 

That explains why at Bombay the first sign of the of- 
fensive was only an order asking the ratings to remain in- 
doors after a certain hour. It is significant thal those found 
on the streets after Lhat hour were not arrested but merely 
laken to the Talwar and tater to Castle Barracks. This 
move was their first feeler. They wanled to know how the 
ratings would reacl lo repression. 

In this first round Godfrey won. The ratings, instead 
of opposing his order, obeyed it and found themselves ef- 
feclively cut off from outside by armed guards. Now the 
authorities could go ahead. And, next morning, the armed 
offensive began with the attack on Castle Barracks. 

It should be noted here that at Karachi there was no 
vacillation, no wavering, on the part of the authorities. 
The strike began on the 20th and the British offensive 
opened on the 2Ist. They had learnt their lesson at Bombay 
and they knew that they could go ahead safely. 

Plans moved fast. When on the 2Ist Godfrey threatened 
1o destroy the Navy. he may nol have meant it, but all the 
forces at his command ‘vere being concentraled round Bom- 
bay and Karachi, The main plan now was to isolate each 
centre of resistance and then crush it. That is why the 
strike lasted for different periods at dilferent places, from 
lwo days at Karachi to a week at Calcutla, 

At the Report Centre at GHQ there was a real atmos- 
phere of war. A notice board displayed the latest situation, 
incoming and outgoing signals. There was a constant move- 
ment of troops and the pins on the maps maved about fast 
1o show the new positions taken by them. Mainly British 
troops were being concentrated round the main centres lo 
{solale and crush the resistance. The first targets were 
Karachi and Bombay. Units of the land, air and sea forces 
were concentrated round these two cities, Reinforcements 
were coming from Britain too. 

The senior officers wilh their red tabs and glittering 
buttons stood fondly looking al the pins that had a story 
lo tell. All the forces al the command of the authorilies 
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at such a lire. Bul the GHQ higher-ups were anxious to 
have a window-display of their wares to lurn the minds 
of the people off the recent events. Further, they wanted 
lo hide their fears behind the screen of all the pageantry. 

The Lension and fear continued in spite of everything. 
There were last-minute changes in the programme and 
many an Indian serviceman stayed away from the whole 
function in silent protest. 

While the authorities tried to lake away the bad taste 
left by the RIN strike through pageantry like the Delhi 
Victory Parade and the Burma Victory Pictorial Exhibi- 

ns, they let loose merciless repression inside the forces 
d thoroughly weeded out all militant, patriotic elements 
from all the three Services, and especially from the RIN. 
In March and April alone, nearly 5,500 men were demob!- 
lised from the RIN. Quite a number of Lhem were dis- 
charged with the remark, “Services no longer required’ 
but without the benefits of normal release. Others wel 
discharged as “unsuitable”. 


Arrests of alleged ringleaders in the Navy began im- 
mediately afler the surrender. Only two days after the sur- 
render, Khan and the other members of the NCSC were 
removed to an unknown deslination. Nobody knew what 
was lo happen to them. An iron curtain separated them 
from the people who had risen as one man to support their 
just struggle. 

“We surrendered to India and not to the Brilish. I don’t 
know where they are taking us. 

“We shall never give in! Goodbye and good luck.” 

These are reported to be the last words of Khan to his 
comrades as he was carried away to detention. ; 

Similar scenes occurred everywhere. At HMIS Gond- 
wana, on the morning of February 26, a cook and two sea- 
mers were called to the Captain's cabin. They were told 
that they had been drafted from that ship to another and 
asked to pack up their kit and be ready to leave by 10 : 30. 

They left without knowing that they were being placed 
under arrest. As soon as lhey came ashore, they were 
bundled inte a lorry full of armed guards and taken away 
(o a military camp. 


Within Len hours some 396 ratings were placed under 
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Immediately, a special officer was flown to Bombay, He 
was asked to find traces of communal differences in the 
disturbances that were Laking place. 

In the meantime all operations against the ratings were 
suspended, The national leaders were given a chance to 
approach the authorities with peace proposals. So far it had 
been enough if the Congress and the League leaders played 
@ negative role, simply opposing strikes and hartals, But 
now, with the people leading joint battles on the streets, 
behind the barricades, it was extremely necessary to get 
the leaders positively lo intervene to prevent a further sel- 
back. 

While the leaders conferred with (he authorities, the 
special officer from Bombay sent back alarming reports of 
a remarkable, heroic and uniled upsurge of the people, He 
quoted inslances of Hindu-Muslim unily and blew up all 
attempts of the authorilies to give a communal turn to the 
glorious struggle of the common people. 

Negotiations were now speeded up. At Delhi, the C-in-C 
was forced to make an unofficial statement to Maulana 
Azad, the then Congress President. that there would be no 
victimisation. And. slowly, the whole machinery of a tem- 
porary retreal. with the help of the national leaders, was 
sel in motion. And it worked. The strike was over. 

On the 23rd the military offensive he people of 
Bombay increased in inlensily. ‘The ratin been made 
to surrender; the people cauld now be tackled separately. 

Even afler the successful manoeuvring lesding to the 
surrender of the ratings, the panic al HQ persisted, Those 
few days had shaken tiem up badly. The Report Centre 
and the general emergency orders at GHQ continued for 
another month. The repressive machinery and plans were 
perfected and came in quite handy durng tie post-RIN 
wave of strikes in the Armed Forces. 

The tenstos sted well up to Apri. 

It was in this almosphere that the Victory Parade was 
held ut Delhi. The parade had this tension and the after- 
math of the RIN strike as ils background music. Rather 
discordant, but the music had to be played. It was the only 
way to recover the lost prestige or whal the Japs call 
“lost face”. 

Many officers, both British and Indian, thought it im- 
politic and senseless to organise such expensive pageantry 
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kitchen and demanded that they be given the same food a6 
their Army comrades and that il should be cooked in the 
kitchen of the Rajputana Rifles. ‘This demand was granted 
as Lhe cooks of the unil expressed their willingness lo cook, 
for them. Actually they took It as a compliment and made 
greal efforts in spite of the extra labour involved. 

The sentries too looked after the prisoners well. They 
kep! them well provided with cigarettes; roll calls were _ 
never taken, instead they would go up to each person and 
make sure Lhat he was there. 

The officers’ mess and quarlers were very near the cage. 
To annoy them the prisoners used lo make a lot of noise 
at night. The White CO of the unit was furious. He 
threatened to shool the whole lot of them. He even placed 
tear- and smoke-gas generators in front of their cells. This 
caused a great deol of discontent not only among the pri- 
soners but also among the sepoys of the unit. The higher 
authorities promptly stepped in, pacified the men and im- 
mediately appointed a Court of Enquiry. 

Thus life continued in the prisoners’ cages at Karachi 
until the authorities decided to dispose of the men one by 
one. Some 500 had been arrested and placed in these con- 
centration camps at Malir. From the very beginning they 
tried lo make the men express regret and beg for mercy. At 
first they failed. Bul after they had successfully disrupted 
their unity and broken their spirit, it was easy to rake 
a number of them beg for mercy. They were forced to 
give undertakings that they would never create trouble 
again, 

In this manner, some 350 were released and sent back 
to their ships or establishments, Some of them, however, 
were discharged as ‘unsuitable’ or ‘no longer required’, in 
spite of their promises of good behaviour. The rest were 
tried either by summary courts marlial or brought up be- 
fore their COs and summarily punished. 


At Bombay too similar incidents occurred. ‘The Indian 
sentries were friendly, the authorities tried to disrupt the 
unity of the ratings, even ill-treated them, carried out sum- 
mary trials and Boards of Enquiry and finally sentenced 
or dismissed quite a large number of them. But the rat- 
ings fought back al every slep. 

The story of the struggle of these ratings behind the 
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Li d around Bambay snd taken to Mulund military 
came im an isolated area in the Thana district of Bombay. 


At Karachi, the ratings were arrested immediately 
afler the surrender, They were placed in a barbed-wire 
cage in the Pathfinder Company lines at Malir Camp. Later, 
the British guards were reinforced by men from the 4th 

utana Rifles. 
ee in defeat the ralings maintained perfect unity, 
When the NOIC called up some of them and asked them 
who the leaders were he could not get any satisfactory re- 
ply. Bribes were offered, hopes of pardon and even threats, 
but they were of no avail. The only answer he got was 
that'they were all leaders. 

It was now decided to separate the ratings and approach 
them separately to disrupt their unity. Two separate camps 
were built and a third one established in the 16 Punjab 
Regiment lines. The Commanding Officer of the Boy's 
Establishment won the confidence of the ratings by itis 
good behaviour bul when he tried to use this to get infor- 
mation oul of them, he too came up against a stone wall. 
He asked the leaders to fall out separately’ but they refused. 
Then he called oul a few names and asked them to fall out 
separately, Nobody moved for some time. When one of 
them stepped out the others immediately came and strod 
beside him. 

So now they were divided up in different camps. They 
were even moved about from one camp to another. Somc- 
times the Muslims were separated from the Hindus, al 
other times the divisions were on a provincial basis, Afcer 
some lime these dispersals and divisions on communal 
and provincial lines had their effect and the unily of the 
men was affected. The ratings were split but one deter- 
mination still remained strong: they sLill refused to betray 
their comrades. 

‘The Indian guards from the 4th Rajputana Rifles were 
very popular with the ratings. It was a very common sight 
to see one of the prisoners following hls guard around and 
inciting him to fight against the white officers and rise to 
break the chains of slavery. The Indian sepoys realised 
that at that moment they could do Nothing, but they rea- 
pected and Joved these brave comrades of theirs. 

The prisoners refused to take food from the Naval 
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memory of those five historic days kept haunting them, 
they could not believe that It was al] over, they could not 
believe thal those days would not come back, No, the peo- 
ple were behind them; the leaders had promised to help 
lem; they would once again be free. Fondly they hoped 
for the best and tried hard to fight the depression that gra- 
dually seemed to overtake them. 

Shortly afler their arrival at the camp, they managed 
to establish contact with their comrades who had 
managed to escape arrest, Newspapers were smuggled in 
past the Maratha guards who were entirely won over 
fo Lhe side of the strikers and were always eager to help. 

The prisoners heard that the ratings who were still 
free were planning to strike again {o protest against the 
indiscriminate arrests. They were rather upset. They 
were glad to see that their comrades were still spirited and 
wanted to fight for them but they thought that the time 
was nol ripe for such a struggle. The leading ratings got 
together, discussed the situation and drafted a letter to all 
their comrades outside. 


“Dear Mates, 


“While you may be lacking the details of our life here 
in the camp, we, on the other hand, are aware of the things 
you are fated lo put up with. We also realise the present 
restlessness in all places [rom where we come. We fully 
appreciate the spirit of solidarily—the great support of 
which you never failed us in the past, and the present 
moral support of which we feel mighty proud. 

“We further think it necessary al the present moment 
to remind you of the danger of premature steps to launch 
a further struggle. We call upon you to hold on with any 
further iniligtive until the courts martial or other psycho 
logically correct moment when the whole issue will be up in 
the forefront of the nation’s mind and it will be easiest lo 
rouse the nation. 

“Until then your job, plus of those others who are spi- 
riled like you in our cause, should be to organise, lo keep 
up the spirit—read literature and prepare for the next 
struggle (not to be initiated until given a call from here). 

“The‘best you can do is this. The copies of this letter 
should be circulated to all ships and establishments, telling 


Rio 
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barbed-wire of their concentration camp Js as inspiring as 
the story of the RIN etrike itself. 

Mulund Camp Is on the Bombay-Thana road, about 
three miles from Thana. Situated at the foot of a hill, it 
was quite isolated from any human habitation. Once it 
used to be the barracks of the Maratha Regiment. Within 
a couple of days after the strike the camp was made ready 
to receive the RIN prisoners. 

The arrests of the ratings started on February 25, two 
days after the surrender, and by the next day more than 
100 ratings had been transferred to Mulund Camp. With- 
in a week the number swelled to 390. - 

Living conditions in the Camp were very bad. The 
prisoners were accommodated in dirly huts and the sani- 
tary arrangements were not worth the name, latrines were 
so few that the men had lo queue up every morning. It 
was most uncomfortable and soon began to tell on the 
health of the ratings and they began to report sick. 

Reporting sick was also a process in ilself. The ratings 
were laken lo hospital under armed guards; if they were 
detained in hospital. armed guards were posted there. For 
all practical purposes they were Ircated as criminals, 

‘Their amenities were compielcly neglected. Newspapers 
were nol allowed. so that they werc cul aff completely from 
the outside world. They could learn nothing of the popular 
upsurge thal was still conlinuing all over India behind 
their demands and in sympathy with their strike, 

The food thal they were given was very bad; as usual 
the rice was full of stones and had a horrible smell; rations 
supplied were inadequate and the cooking bad. It seemed 
thal the authorities were oul to make their lives unbear- 
able; they were repeating all the atrocities which led the 
ratin;;s to come out on strike, repealing them with a 
vengeance. 

‘They felt rather dispirited too, the wiole almosphere 
of the concentration camp and all these grievances added 
lo their mental depression. Fondly they looked back to the 
recenl past. Only a few days back, they had heen free. 
Five days they had spent on free ships, with the Congress, 
League and Red Flags flying Instead of the hated White 
Ensign. For five days those bits of land and water in In- 
dia had been independent. They had functioned democra- 
tically, led by their own elected representallves. The 
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reply, “is that I participated in the strike like all other 
Indian Navy men. The entire country and the whole world 
know that we Indian soldiers have made up our minds 
not to rest as long as this distinction of Black and White 
is maintained and as long as we are treated as Inferiors. 
The fire of hatred and enmity will go on burning in our 
hearts and you will know of it when the time comes. Are 
there any more delails to give?” 

There was a moment's silence. The officer realised 
thal he was stepping on rather dangerous ground, so he 
gave the cross-examination a new turn. 

“Were you not told of all the regulations when you 
were recruited? I think you were.” 

“Ifyou think so, then why do you ask me?” 

‘That put an end to the cross-examination and the pri- 
soner was removed. It was probably on the basis of such 
an enquiry that this boy was later punished. 

Some of the ratings were sent back to their ships and 
establishments either because nothing could be pinned on 
them or because they apologised for their behaviour and 
begged for mercy. 

‘In the meantime, all the prisoners continued to suffer 
tremendous hardships. They managed to establish contact 
with the ratings who were free but they had not yet been 
able lo reach the outside public. For days the people of 
India did not know where the ralings had been taken; no- 
body knew what was happening to them. Behind an iron 
curtain they suffered all sorts of hardships. 

At last matters came fo a head. Disgusted with the 
conditions, the men decided to protest. On the morning 
of March 12, nearly three weeks after they had come to the 
Camp, the crisis came. One of the representatives of the 
ratings who had come to collect food for his comrades com- 
plained to the Petly Officer that the food was nol adequate. 
He was asked to shut up. 

“We shall shut up all right,” said the rating, “but what 
about the food?” 

He was asked lo go and report lo the Duly Officer, one 
Lt. Singh. He went and stood before the officer who did 
not core to take any notice of him. In exasperation, the 
raling pushed him and asked him to listen to his complaint. 

“You have got lo give me my full scale of food just 
now or we shall lake whatever steps we think fit.” 
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them not to be provoked into any senseless, Isolated action, 
which will only result In defeat. 

“Let us know at the eafliest if you fall to carry this 
message lo all concerned. And indicate the names of those 
ships and establishments where you have not sent typed 
copies of this letter. 

“Anything that you may think fit to pass to us, you 
may do so as we have done. 


- “Your grateful Comrades Behind the Bars, 
“N. S.C." 


Life, however, continued to grow more and more un- 
bearable in Mulund Camp. The prisoners complained again 
and again but their complaints fell on deaf ears. No steps 
were taken to redress their grievances. They soon reached 
the limit of their patience. 

By this ime the Boards of Enquiry had started func- 
tioning. The COs of different establishments and the Cap- 
tains of different ships served on these Boards and tried 
lo pin crimes on some of the ratings. It was really a farce, 
with bogus witnesses and false charges against the prison- 
ers, If the members came upon any evidence that did not 
suit their purpose they conveniently rejected it. It was all 
according to plan. Its purpose was to find out the strike 
Ieaclers and punish them severely. If that failed, pick out 
some and punish them as an example to the others. 

The ralings refused tv be bullied into submission. In- 
side these Boards, facing their officers, Lhey fought back 
and answered their questions boldly and in a dignified 
manner. Most of them refused to give any information. 
which was likely to involve any of their comrades, 

Even the little boys refused to be unnerved by the mock 
solenmity of these Boards of Enquiry. Aslam was a boy 
yating from the Narbada. During the preliminary cross ex- 
amination, a Lt. Colonel shouted at him: 

“Make a statement about that slrike of yours!" 

Promplly the boy replied: 

“My stalement is that as an Indian 1 participated in the 
sirike which was slarted by all Indian Navy men. Tt was 
my moral as well as national duty to join the strike.” 

“I want a detailed statement,” growled the Lt. Colonel. 

“My detailed statement,” came the slow and deliberate 
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“1, Ll. Awan Singh must apologise for his insulting 
iour towards one of Lhe ratings. 
‘2. The quality and quantity of food must be Improved, 
“3. Permission must be given to establish contact with 
Press representatives and political leaders. 
“4. Permission lo get legal assistance. 
“5, Impartial Boards of Enquiry.” 


beh: 


The CO of the Camp. Capt. Knott, however, did not 
seem much dislurbed by the strike. He did not bother to 
go to the boys and find oul what their troubles were. On 
the contrary he rang up the FOB and asked for more 
guards. 

The day passed peacefuly. In the evening no meals 
were even offered lo the ratings. neither did any of them 
come forward lo take food. 


March 13. Everything was quiet and the strikers 
peaceful. The FOB and a Brigadier visited the Camp, met 
the strike leaders and wanted to know what their grie- 
vanees were. The demands were presented to the FOB 
and he was very clearly told (hal the strike would con- 
tinue until the demands were met. 

The FOB promised to consider the demands and let 
them know his decision later. 

Just after he left, two Indian offlecrs and the agents 
of the authorities among the ratings started a propaganda 
offensive to break the strike. The officers tried (6 win over 
the vacillating elements by offering them better food, Some 
were taken away and lalked to separately. The disrup- 
lionist ratings began to urge the others to surrender on the 
basis of the FOB's promise to consider the demands. All 
these efforts, however, proved futile. The strike continued. 
Bul the spirit of resistance of some of the ratings was con- 
siderably weakened, especially because the differences 
between the leaders began to become more obvious. 

In the evening the authorities arranged a cinema show. 
Most of the ratings opposed it and asked the officers not to 
go on with it. A certain number of the ratings led by the 
Government spies seemed quite unconcerned about It and 
went (o attend the show when it began. This enraged the 
others. They began to shout and make a noise. 
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The officer turned round, caught hold of his ears and 
dragged him out of the room. ‘The raling now refused to 
take the food.. He went back to his comrades and told them 
what had happened. They were furious. They began to 
their protest by shouting slogans: "“Inquilab Zinda- 
ba “Jai Hind!” ...Khan, the president of the NCSC 
immediately declared a hunger-strike. . 

A message was sent round to the others that a strike 
had been declared and they were all asked to join. Every- 
‘one responded to the appeal and refused lo take food. The 
hunger-strike was complete. 

From the very. beginning things did not go very well. 
There were differences among the leaders about the strike. 
Khan's popularity had decreased among the more militant 
ratings for having negotiated the surrender. He had thought, 
in the circumstances, he could give a cal] for a strike and 
everything would be all right; he did not Uhink of calling a 
meeting of representatives or of electing a Strike Committee 
before declaring the strike. 

Some of the leaders considered this very high-handed 
and undemocratic. They also though that a strike at 
that Lime could serve no purpose. After ‘all, the outside world 
could not get 10 know anything aboul it and they would be 
crushed in isolation, But since the strike had been de- 
clared. they decided to stand by the decision and maintain 
their unily 

What made Uniags really bad, however, was the pre- 
sence of some agents of the authorilies among the prisoners. 
That they were members of the Naval Security Police was 
reveaicd only later, At thal time they posed as good 
friends and comrades. Some of them seemed quile mili- 
lant, while others advised caution. Some suggested that 
Khan had started the strike to regain his popularity, others 
suggested that those who were opposing Khan were afraid 
of losing their hold over the ratings. Ugly words were 
flung about and there was considerable confusion and dis- 
content among the ralings- 

On the first day, however, these differences did not 
show up, though a strained feeling was quite visible. The 
ratings and the leaders acted jointly end promptly. A 
Strike committee was set up and the following charter of 
demands drawn up: 
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“RATINGS OF THE RIN AND FWIENDS OF TIE ARMY AND RIAF! 


“We, your 300 comrades who were removed to the 
Mulund Camp for our part in the last struggle of ours, have 
been on hunger-strike since the morning of last Tuesday. 

“We went on hunger-strike because one of our com- 
rades was brulally treated and insulted by an officer and 
because the food that we are being given is both inadequate 
and intolerable. 

“The FOB came to sce us and to persuade us to give up 
the strike but we told him that we could call off the strike 
if the officer apologised for his behaviour and if we were 
given belter food, food as good as the food we were receiv- 
ing before we were transferred to Mulund Camp. 

“Since the FOB's departure yeslerday morning, the 
authorilies are doing their best to crush our strike, They 
have segregated a certain number of us and are doing their 
best to split our ranks by offering fruils, sweets and other 
delicacies, But we are standing firm and the few who have 
deserted to the cause of the FOB have nothing to do with 
the mass of us, 

“Today we appeal to you all to help us. Three lorry- 
loads of British soldiers have been brought to our camp 
{o terrorise us. The Maratha battalion that has been on 
duty at our camp has been asked to keep all its rifles 
loaded. The authorities are out to crush us with blood and 
shooting if necessary, A 

"You must stand by us. 

“We nsk all of you, our comrades: 


* Refuse lo do any work until our two just de- 
mands are conceded. 


" Stand together united behind your work-sLrike. 


“We would also warn you not lo resort to hunger-strike. 
Inside Mulund Camp we, 5 prisoners, have no other way 
of struggle. You outside, in the Navy, Army and Air Force, 
can fight by refusing to do work, while continuing to eat 
iste so thal you will have the strength to conlinue your 

ight. 

“The time has come for us all to fight again. If we 
stand together there is no doubt that we shall win. 

“Warm greelings, 


“Strike Committee of Mulund Camp.” 


150 THE R.LN. STRIKE 


In spite of the inlerference, the show continued. At 
last, the young boy, Aslam, got so agitated that he jumped 
up and tore the screen. ‘Then there was general pande- 
monium. The officers ordered the Maratha soldiers lo 
Sland by. A curfew was declared within the camp and all 
the strikers were forced into the barracks. 


March 14. At six all the barracks in the camp were 
suddenly surrounded by British troops. The alleged ring- 
Jeaders of the strike were rounded up and removed to an. 
other camp some 200 yards away. 

‘Two hours later the rest of the ratings were called and 
a message from the CO, Capt. Knott, was read out: 


“The men who were preventing you from taking meals 
have all been arrested. You can go now, take your break- 
fast and start the usual routine.” 

The ratings were furious. They put forward only one 
demond; whatever happened, they must be kept Logether. 
But they all refused to eat. 

In the meantime, in the separale camp, the leaders of 
the strike gol together. IL was now clear to all that differ- 
ences among the leaders and especially among the ratings 
only meant strengthening the hands of the authorilies. It 
was obvious thal the previous nighl’s demonstralion of 
these differences had given the authorilies the strength to 
separate the leaders from the men. 


One of the most important points of difference among 
the leaders had been the question of an isolated struggle. 
Those who had opposed the strike doubted whether an. iso 
lated struggle could end in vietory, They argued that as 
they were cut off from the outside world, no help could 
come to them and they could easily be crushed in isolation. 

Now they saw that the discuplors among the ratings 
were becoming more active, the repression of the autho- 
rities was increasing. Some steps had to be taken to re 
forge their unily and get help from outside. 

They immedialely got together and drafted an appeal 
jo all servicemen calling upon them lo join their struggle. 
"This was to be sent oulside with the help of the Maratha 
soldiers. 

It was nearly eleven when the draft was ready. 
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‘Some 150 had to be removed to the sick bay of Mulund 
Camp. Some of the cases were very serious and had to 
be sent to the hospital later in the day. There was still no 
change in the atlilude of the authorities. 

The number of strikers sitling in the hot sun swelled 
lo fifty. The authorities ignored their sufferings and con- 
tinued to carry on their work of Boards of Enquiry and 
disruption of the unily of the ratings. As a result of the 
proceedings of the Boards, small batches of ratings conti- 
hued to be sent back to their units every day. By the 14th 
nearly thirty-six had left. 

In the evening the thirly ratings who had been segre- 
pated were removed 1o Kalyan Military Camp. 

‘The hunger-strike was now at breaking point, The 
authorities had begun forcible feeding. Some had broken 
down and taken water. Bul the more militant ratings sull 
continued. 


March 15. Hundreds of Pioneer Corps men poured In- 
to the Camp. They started dividing up the Camp into dif- 
ferent sectors with wire barriers, In the meantime the 
Maratha troops had also been replaced. In their place had 
come a mixed unil composed of men from all provinces. 
This was lo prevent the ratings from winning them over 
easily. By this time the news of the strike had reached 
the papers. Some ratings had gone on strike at the Talwar 
but had later been persuaded to resume work, The autho- 
rilies were now more anxious to prevent news from leak- 
ing outside. ‘The Mulund Camp had to be completely sealed 
off from the public and the strike had to be crushed. Every 
step was taken to accomplish these tasks. 

The ratings at the gate were removed and placed in 
one of the newly-separated barracks. The rest of the rat- 
ings too were divided up into small batches of eight and 
kept separately and closely guarded. After this effective 
dispersal the spies got to work. They had full freedom to 
spread rumours. The average rating was in a depressed 
state. Afler four days of starvation, they were physically 
very weak and could scarcely move about. Cut off from 
the outside world, separated from their leaders, and with- 
out any hope of aid from outside, they could not resist much 
longer. Finally they surrendered and began to take food. 

‘Some twenty ratings, however, were determined to 
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This draft had lo be circulated to the other ratings be- 
fore it could be sent outside but the leaders did not even 
get Uhe chance to approve it themselves, leave alone the 
rest of the ralings. This appeal never reached its destina- 
tion, for, wilhin a few minutes of the draft belng ready, 
the authorities attacked again. 

About 11 a.m. the military raided the barracks of the 
segregated ratings and wanled to remove Khan. He refused 
to go. The military officer was nol prepared to listen to 
him. At bayonet point he bundled Khan into a lorry. 

Aslam was among those who were wilh Khan. He was 
so infuriated by the sight of the military dragging away 
the President of their Strike Committee that he rushed 
towards Capt. Knott, tore off his epaulets and beat him 
on his face with his shoes, 

Capt. Knott reeled before the attack. He ordered the 
Marathas to open fire. They downed their rifles. They 
would nol fire al their own brothers, 

In the meantime the other ratings came oul of their 
barracks, They had heard some noise and were anxious 
to know whal was happening. When they realised what 
was happening they jumped on to the gate and tried to 
break it open. 

By now British troops hod rushed up. They fired a few 
rounds from their tommy-guns and light machine-guns. 
The ralings were successfully dispersed. 

Capt. Knott now came over to them and tried to pacify 
them. He said that Khan was being removed under orders 
from the FO! and he had no hand in the matter. He re- 
quested them not to do anything desperate and promised 
lo ring up the FOB and recuest him to allow him to keep 
all the ralings together. 

Onee more the spies got busy. They persuaded the 
ralings to accept Capt. Knott's suggestion and give up the 
fight, which they did. But the result was very different 
from what they had expected. Five lorry-loads of fully- 
armed Brilish troops came and surrounded the camp. To 
protest against this action, nine ratings sat in the hot sun 
and started satyagraha. 

In the meantime, a large number of the ratings began 
(o suffer from the effects of continued starvation. The ex- 
citement and exertion of the day also had their effect. Quite 
‘a few of them fainted and had to be removed to the hospital. 
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Janguage by the British tommies. When they were put 
into the cells, all their personal possessions were confiscated. 
‘When they complained about this, ‘all they got was a lot 
of filthy abuse. 

For three days they were kept in these cells. Then they 
were removed lo an open camp where conditions were 
somewhat better, Here they were guarded not by men of 
the Corps of Military Police but by ordinary soldiers of the 
Border Regiment. These British soldiers at first showed 
no interest in their prisoners, they were even contemptu- 
bus. They had been told that these men had taken part in 
communal riots. For about two days they did not bother 
to speak to the ratings. 

On the third day, a curious young Scottish lad asked 
them what their trouble was. Then they got to know the 
rue story. Soon the story of the RIN ralings spread to the 
others and the altitude of most of the soldiers changed. 
They became quite friendly and life became at least 
bearable. 

‘The Boords of Enquiry continued to function uncon- 
cerned with strikes, hunger-slrikes and disturbances. The 
so-called harmless elements had been eliminated by this time 
and sent back to their ships and establishments. Now came 
the lurn of the “real culprits.” 

Gradually a number were gathered together who were 
to be dismissed from the Navy as ‘unsuitable’ for retention 
in the service. The first balch of these ratings left Mulund 
on April 5. 

Tt was a touching scene. Everyone was in tears. The 
bitler and long fight and the sufferings endured logether 
had cemented the friendship among these boys; a deep love 
had grown between them; they had come to feel as if they 
were members of one family. 

Now they were lo be separated. ‘They did nol know 
when or whether they would meet again. They could not 
guess what would happen to those who were being lett 
behind. Had the leaders who had promised thal there would 
be no victimisation forgotten them? They wondered. 

‘As the lime of parting approached, they all felt more 
and more sad, those who were left behind and those who 
were going out Into the world which they ell loved so much. 

‘One thought seemed to give them hope. “Freedom's 
battle has yet lo be fought. The struggle lies ahead. Who 


154 THE R.LN. STRIKE 


continue the strike. Two of them fainted in the course cf 
Uhe ‘day and were removed to the hospital. The others stitl 
continued. Gradually they became more and more weak, 
Their condition was grave. They even resisted forced 
feeding. Al last the CO was moved to activity. He came 
to them at 9 p.m. and wanted to know what their intentions 
were. They made it quite clear to Capt. Knolt that they 
would not give up the hunger-strike until and unless they 
were allowed lo go to Kalyan and meet their comrades 
there. 

After a lot of argument the Captain finally agreed to 
allow two representalives to go to Kalyan. Two men were 
elected and were sent to Kalyan al about 10 p.m. They 
returned after midnight with the advice that they should 
give up the strike. Il could serve no purpose now as they 
were dispersed and could no longer kecp in touch with one 
another to coordinale their activities, So, on Lhe morning 
of the 16th, the last group of strikers broke fast at Mulund 
Camp. 

The hunger-strike cid not end in a viclory because of 
differences among the ratings themselves and because of 
Jack of support from outside. Nevertheless. the authorities 
seemed to have carn a lesson, for the food and living con- 
ditions improved somewhat in Mulund Camp. 

In the meantime, what was happening to those who had 
been removed to Kalyan? 

As soon as the prisoners were brought in, the British 
guards began to handle them roughly. They were made to 
“double” about from place lo place. After three days ¢£ 
hunger-strike most of them were too weak to run about. 
Those who could not or refused to run were kicked by their 
British guards who continued to call them, “Jai Hind 
bastards”. 

One of the ratings could not stand this any longer and 
attacked one of the guards. Though weak, his fury gave 
him enough strength lo give this while soldier a good 
thrashing. Then they were put in cells, three in each. 

These cells were small and unhealthy. The food was 
bad too. They were given a cup of tea with gur instead 
of sugar and with no milk for breakfast. Their midday 
meal consisted of a chapali and dal and for dinner they got 
just a chatlak of rice and some dal. 

Over and above thal, they were well fed on filthy 
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leading parl in the mutiny and has recommended for your 
discharge and this has been confirmed.” 

Some of them asked for a fair trial by court martial. 
‘The reply was always the same: there was no hope; it had 
all been decided and finished and the case was closed. 

Penniless, without clothes, without any food and under 
armed escort, they were taken to the station, put on a train 
bound for their homes and ordered never to return to Bom- 
bay again. 

Al last the ‘mutiny’ was over, thought the British mili- 
tary authorities. ‘Discipline’ had been restored. Pledges 
lo the ratings? Assurances lo the leaders? Those could 
conveniently be forgotten, for the leaders were busy ne 
gotiating for the freedom of India through constitutional 
means and the people divided into two camps were dream- 
ing of the success of their leaders’ task. The heroic ratings 
had been forgotten. 
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knows, during that struggle we shall certainly meet again, 
somewhere, on some battlefield.” 

In different ways, in different languages, they repealed 
this thoughl. Yes, they would meet again. They would 
meet in the slruggle for freedom. As the ratings left, the 
others cheered them in farewell. Defying the barbed wires, 
the grim faces of the hated officers, (he proud Union Jack 
flultering in the wind, rang the voices of the ratings: 

“Inquilab Zindabad! “Jaj Hind!"... 

The neighbouring hills echoed and re-echoed: 

“Inquilab Zindabad!" ... “Jai Hind!” .,. 

Yes, The men in the forces had taken up the slogans 
of the people once and for all, 

Gradually, Mulund Camp began to be emptied out. Some 
went to the discharge camp, to fill in their papers prior to 
Ubeir dismissal; others faced farcical trials and were senl- 
enced lo various terms of imprisonment followed by 
dismissal]. 

Life at the Discharge Camp was not too pleasant either. 
The living conditions were bad hut il was only for two 
days, They decided to bear i!. Afler all they were to be 
free in two day's time. 

When the long process of discharge heyan, they found 
many more surprises awaiting them. They were asked to 
hand over kit which had been issued to them nearly six 
years baci, Some had been lost, some were in bils. Every: 
thing was jotted down in the big book against lheir ac- 
counts. Even their civilian clothes were taken off them 
at the point of the bayonet. 

When they wenl to the Accounts Officer to collect their 
pay they were told (hat there was nothing for them; ac- 
tually here were debit balances against their names. If 
they wanted an explanalion it was usually refused, Some 
times a complicated account was shown which meant no- 
thing to most of them. They were even told that they had 
lost and torn their kit and had to pay for it! 

Well, at last they were ready lo go; they only needed 
their discharge certificates. But before that there was 
final little ceremony to be gone through. 

The CO of the Discharge Camp called them up one by 
one and read the set formula: i 

“The CO of your ship has charged you with taking 4 
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The list of grievances provided in the Report conclu- 
sively proves that the demands of the ratings were just. It 
is a formidable list—false recruiting propaganda, painting 
rosy pictures of life in the RIN, ill-treatment of the ratings 
and racial discrimination by officers (mostly European), bad. 
food, inadequacy of pay and allowances, insufficient pro- 
motions from the ranks, the haphazard process of demobi- 
lisation, ineffective resellement schemes, unjustifiably close 
adherence to RN regulations unsuited to the needs of 
India’s Navy, 

Though the while officers tried to prove before the 
Commission that the strike was not due lo genuine and un- 
redressed grievances but to the instigation of outside poli- 
tical parties, the Commission categorically stated that 
were only a contributory factor. From the facts 
le in the Report it is obvious that lhe men who led 
the strike were nol merely fighting for the redress of their 
grievances but were also imbued with a high sense of patrio- 
tism. The full story of those historic days reveals the fact 
that the ratings were inspired by the mass upheaval in the 
country, by the heroic struggles of their people for the final 
liberation from the tyranny of foreign rule. 

The report of the RIN Enquiry Commission conclu- 
sively proves ihe demands of the ratings were just and 
their struggle justified. 

A year has passed since those days. It has been a year 
of many changes. The leaders of the Congress and the 
League, the men on the strength of whose promises the 
strike was called off, are together in the Interim Govern- 
ment. Today they have the power to fulfil their pledges, 
to change the conditions in the RIN. 

But there has been no change in the RIN. While 
Officers, like Commander King, who by their vicious and 
insulting behaviour forced our ratings to come out on 
strike. still flourlsh happily in India, in the RIN, and con- 
tinue lo draw fat salaries from Indian coffers. But the 
patriotic men, proud sons of India, who refused to stand 
their insults and with their blood wrote a golden chapter In 
the history of our national movement, are today out on the 
streels, looking for jobs or still rotling in jail. 

The strikers had surrendered not to the threat of the 
British but to the Indian people and because of their faith 
in the pledges given to them by the leadera of the Congress 
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Tue RIN ratings and the story of their historic uprising 
seemed forgotten in the welter of events that followed. 

In the meantime, however, to meet the pressing de- 
mands of the people and to carry on a policy of ruthless 
repression behind some sort of a smoke-screen, the Gov- 
ernment of India appointed a Commission to enquire into 
the Naval strike. After (aking the testimony of hundreds 
of witnesses, RIN officers, British and Indian ratings and 
Chief Petty Officers and Pettty Officers, and afler visiting 
the various centres of the RIN and the scenes of the greatest 
disturbances during the February days, the Commission 
finally submitted their report, on July 19, 1946. This was 
some three months after they began Lheir work. 

No steps were taken to publish their report till the 
Congress and League leaders took power at the Centre. It 
was only then thal a summary was prepared by the Defence 
Department. It was prinled and ready for publication by 
Oclober 22, but it was not released to the Press till January 
20, 1947, It is obvious that the members of the new Indian 
Government at the Centre had to exert all their influence 
to rescue the report from the unwilling hands of the brass- 
hats at GHQ. 

These Blimps had every reason to withhold the Report 
from the public. The findings of the Commission, as avail- 
able in the Summary which has been published, fully 
justify the sland taken by the strikers. The Report has 
rightly stressed the long-standing genuine grievances of the 
ratings as the main cause of the strike, 

‘The Report categorically slates: 

“The basic cause of the Mutiny in the Commission's 
opinion is the widespread discontent among the naval rat- 
ings arising primarily from a number of unredressed grie- 
vances, aggravated by the political situation.” 
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must be reinstated, for they will form the hard patriotic 
core of our national Navy. All their grievances connected 
with pay and allowances, food, welfare and amenities, ill- 
treatment by officers elec, must immediately be removed. 
Life in the Navy must be made attractive to all palriotic 
Indian youth. 

‘In order to make the RIN “a national service respon- 
sible to the national will”, our officers and men in the Navy 
raust immediately be given the minimum democratic rights 
of free access to political literature, the right to altend pub- 
lic meetings, the right lo unfettered contact with the people. 
Immediate steps must be taken to democratise the Indlan 
Navy. 

The Interim Government must rescue our Navy from 
the hands of the Blimps who still dominate our enlire armed 
forces, redress the grievances of the ratings, fulfil the 
pledges made to them. 

This is the way to transform the imperialist navy 
of occupation to a real people’s navy, a navy “responsible 
to the national will, proud of its record in war and looking 
forward lo a fine fulure”, a navy of liberation, a navy strong 
enough to help us to achieve freedom and to defend it. 
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and the League. Yet, in the statement issued by the In- 
lerim Government together with the Summary of the 
RIN Enquiry Report, there is not a word about the victi- 
mised ratings, not & single one of them has been taken back. 
‘The -main pledges of the national leaders remain unful- 
filled. 

In concluding their Report, the Enquiry Commission 
suggested thal the RIN Regulations, which are at present 
based on the RN Regulations, should be changed to meet 
the requirements of India in its present conditions. Yet, 
Sir Geolfrey Miles, the Commander-in-Chief, RIN, calego- 
rically declared al a Press Conference al New Delhi, on 
February 8, 1947, that he did not visualise any change in 
the regulations of the Indian Navy. He admitted that the 
RIN Regulations were modelled on those of the RN, to faci- 
litale close collaboralion during war. 

It seems that the British intend to keep the RIN, so vital - 
to the needs of India's defence, only as a second fiddle to 
their Imperial Navy. They want to keep our Navy weak 
in ships and armament. packed with unpatriotic mereen- 
aries, completely dependent on Ihe Royal Navy and incapa- 
ble of independently defending India’s vast shores. That 
seems to be the only explanation for the refusal 1o rein- 
state those patriotic RIN strikers who have been viclimised 
and for the refusal lo change the RIN Regulations. 

Today we have a National Government at the Centre. 
They have already declared their intention “to build up 
[in the RIN] a national service responsible to the national 
will, proud of its record in war and looking forward to @ 
fine fulure”, ‘The time has now come to fulfil these pledges 
to the nation as a whole and especially to our men in the 
Navy. Our Government must take immediate steps to 
completely nationalise and democratise our Navy. 

All European officers, from Sir Geoffrey Miles to the 
youngest sub-Lieulenant, must be sacked. It is they who 
still carry on the same vicious tyrunny and diseriminatlon 
which caused the strike of February 1948 and the recent 
outbursts in HMIS Kukri and Venduruthy; ib is ney who 
arc trying to sabotage the nationalisation of our Navy and 
kcep it weak and ever dependent on the RN. 

‘The findings of the RIN Enquiry Commission have com- 
pletely justified the struggle of our ratings. Thelr demands 
have been proved to be just. All the victimised rating’ 
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February 18— February 23, 1946 


HMIS TALWAR 
February 18: 
8am. ~ Central Communication Office ratings walk oul of mess 
because of bad food. 
8-30 - Refuse to attend parade. 
9-30 - Remote Control Office ratings also come out on strike. 


10 - Sirike at Talwar complete, involving over 1,000 ratings, 
to protest against Insulting behaviour of Commander 
King, the CO. and for the redress of grievances relating 
to pay, welfare and amenities. discrimination. ete. 


u - Lt. Kohli and Lt. Nanda ask ralings to formulate 
grievances but receive no response. 
rR - Flag Officer Bombay, Rear-Admiral Rattray, arrived 


with Capt. Inlgo-Jones, offers to remove Commander 
King and appoint Inigo-Jones as CO. Ratings refuse 
and demand Indian officer. Demand refused, but 
ratings asked to formulate grievances through repre- 
sentatives, 
@ pm. - AIR. broadcasts news of strike in Talwar. 
Night - Newa spreads to 11 shore establishments, 45 ahips, 11 
miscellaneous ships and 4 fiotilias in and around 
Bombay. 
9-30 - BEC broadcasts news of strike at Talwar. 
‘Through the night the ratings In various ahips and establish- 
ments, both in India and abroad, discuss and plan to join 
the atrike. 


February 18: 
3-30 a.m. - ‘Time for morning parade but ratings In Castle 
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M. 5. Khan elected president and Negotiating Com- 


mittee appointed for negotiations with authorities ana 
political parues. 


12-30 p.m. - Meeting of NCSC ends. 
1 = Ralings from HMIS Akbar reach Talws 


« FOCRIN orders al} ratings to return 19 barracks or 
ships by 3:30 or face arrest. 

Most ratings relurn to ships or barracks, 

Maralhn guards surround all eslablishments. 

NCSC Issues statement to Press on FOCRIN’s orders 
and demands withdrawal of miliary. 

Conversation begins belween Khan and Negollating 
Committee and FOB and FOCRIN at former's 
bungalow. 

8 = Mecling .ends. No agreement reached. FOCRIN pro- 
mises lo Issue rations immediately on new scale sug 
gesled by ratings but refuses to withdraw military 
guards and demands unconditional surrender. 
Meeting of NCSC. 

Food brought into Castle Barracks by Naval Lieutenant 
In accordance with FOCRIN’s orders. Second secret 
meeting at Karachi, decision to strike taken. 
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Mecting of NCSC ends after review of situation and 
Instructing all ratings not to consume food provided 
by authoriUles. 


Night - There was considerable tension everywhere and @ 
feeling that something might happen at any moment. 
Preparations for armed resistance If attacked. 


February 21 


7-30 a.m, - Ratings from ships gather in the Dockyards. 

8 = Military guards open fire on Castle Barracks. At 
Kerach! ratings from HMI Babedur brea barracks 
and march to Chamak. 

10 ~ Short spells of fighting conunue. Khan arrives fat Dock- 
yords and addresses ratings on situation. 

‘10-30 - Khan leaves for Narbade. At Karachi firet altack on 
Hindustan repulsed. 

11-30 - NCBC meets on board Narbsds, plans lo mast offen 
sive prepared and orders sent to various shipa 
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6-30 


11-45 
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Parracks, Fort Barracks and other shore cstablishmenig 
ore on strike, 
First signs of activity in shore establisbments, 
Bugle for cleanship duties In shore establishments bay 
ratings refuse to go to Work. 
Bugle for first parade on ships ignored. 
RaLings from Fort Barracks march out for breakfast; 
ralngs from Castle Barracks start procession lo Talwar, 
On ships, lhe ceremony of pulling down the While 
Ensign and hoisting the Congress, League and Red Flays 
begins, with HMIS Punjab showing the way. 
_ processions of ratings {rom different parts begin to pour 
Into Talwer. 


42-90 pm. - General meeting of all RIN ratings at ‘Talwar, 


Leaders relate Inckdents leading to strike and formulate 
conimon demands, 


Meeting ends and ratings disperse. 


1-90 - Journalists vist. Talwar, 

2 = More ratings arrive at Talwar from establishments In 
Lhe suburbs. 

2-18 - A procession leaves Talwar lo parade round (he Fort 
Area. 

3-40 - FOB Rattray arrives and confers with strike leaders. 

4:30 - Mecting ends. 

9 - Secret meeting of ratings al ITMIS Chamak, at 
Karachi. 

Night + Throughout the establishnients and ships in Bombay, 
a night of discussions and preparations for the next 
stage of the struggle, Elections to Naval Central Strike 
Committee. 

February 20 . 

2am. - Ratings trom HMIS Hamla march to Castle Barracks 
Strike begins al Calcutta, Karach! and other ports lt 
Indla. 

8 ~ Fort Barracks march out to go lo Talwar. 

@-30 - Caalle Barracks emptied, 

9-30 - Mecling of ratings in processions at the Oval grounds 

10 ~All ralings reach Talwar. Meeting starts. 


_ First meeling of the Naval Central Strike Committee 
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the day Khan busy negotlaling with vhe authorities 
and the National leaders. Communist Parly calls public 
meeting ot Karachi and declares strike on 23rd, 


8 ~ Khan arrives al the docks, conveys Sardar Patel's mes~ 
snge and advises ratings to surrender. 
7 = Statement Issued lo Press by NCSC, 


11-30 - Final meeting of NCSC. 


February 23 


5-J0 a.m. - Meeling still continues. No agreement reached, Ma- 
Jorily In favour of continuing struggle. Khan announ- 
ces Talwar decision to surrender. 
Free Press Journal phones Jinnah's message of sym- 
pathy. : 
Khan's resolution accepting surrender put to the vote 
and passed by Lhirty votes to alx, 
Khan leaves lo Inform FOB. 
Final message to the people of Bombay from the NC&C. 
FOB's message ordering ships and establishments to 
hoist Black Flags and prepare for surrender ceremony, 
8 - FOB begins his tour of ships and esLablishments, 
- Complete hartal at Karachi. 
ety = 90,000 people gather at Idgah Maidan, Karachi. Gee. 144 
declared and three Communist leaders arrested on Lhe 
spot, People defy ban. 
42-30 p.m. - Tear-gas attack by police. People retaliate with 
stones, ‘This 1s followed by police Airing. 
Evening - Joint Congress, League, Communist Peace Squads 
appeal to people lo disperse. 
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1 p.m. - Meeting ends. 

1-30 = Violent British offensive begins. Main attack on Castte 
Barracks but diversionary attacks on ships as well, 
Ships reply with guns and Castle Barracks returns the 
fire. 


2 - Ail ratings meet at Chamak, Karachl. 

2-30 - FOCRIN brondcasts message to strikers ond Uhrenteng 
to destroy the Navy. RIAF procession in Fort area. 

3 - British military attack ceases but stray shooting 
continues, 

= Clvillans start pouring in al the Gateway of India car- 

rylng food parcels for the ratings. Motorboats come 
and pick these up. 

3 = Khan orders cense-fire. 

4-25 - Khan’s signal anmouneing his meeting with FOCRIN, 

4 - NCSC meets, reviews situation, issues statement to 


Press on FOCRIN’s broadcast and summary of news 0 
ratings. 


Night + It was a night of anxlous expectation, 
February 22 


Morning papers bring appeats from the Communist 
Party, the NCSC and the Bombay Students’ Union calling 
upon the people of Bombay to go on strike in sympathy with 
the ratings, Also FOCRIN’s broadcast and Sardar Patel’s 
statement asking the people not to go on strike, 

A successful strike and hartal in the entire clty of Bom- 
bay. 

10-25 a.m. - All-oul attack on Hindustan, Karachi. Ship sur- 

renders after 30-minute gun battle, 


uv - Godfrey calls for unconditional surrender in a atale- 
ment broadcast to the ratings and threatens to use all 
force at his command, 

2-30 p.m. - Formation of aircraft fy over Bombay. 

In the meantime clashes between the police and military 
‘on one side and the people on the other had begun. 

3 pm. - Meeting at Fort Barracks of ratings who had returned 
from the city. Gpeeches express horror at police and 
military atrocities and determination to conUnue the 
struggle. : 

5-90 - Khan's message calling upon ratings to continue strug- 
gle and not to surrender unconditionally. Throughout 
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